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intents  and  basic  family  tree  2 

The  FIEGENBAUM  8 TORY  ------  3  thru  14 

tells  about  Adolph  and  Christine 
and  their  six  children. 

The  MATHEW  WELLEMEYER  Story  -  -  -  -  15  thru  16 
he  lived  and  died  in  Germany. 

The  HENRY . F. WELLEMEYER  Stroy  -  -  -  -17  thru  73 
His  wife,  Catherine  Fiegenbaum 
and  their  nine  children. 

The  FRANK. H.WELLEMEYER  Story  -  -  -  73  thru  114 

His  wife  Mary  Malvine  Klaus 
and  their  nine  children. 

The  ARTHUR  WELLEMEYER  Story  -  -  -  -  115  thru  156 
Hit  wife,.  Lydia  Griewe 
and  their  five  children. 

ROLL  OALL  -  1955 

a  hundred  fasllv  bmmi  and  addresses  157  thru  165 
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MATHEW  WELLEMEYER  \ 
,  17S6  -  1861  -  (63)1 

Miss  VOESTMANN  [ 
1800  -  1834  -(34)  I 


ADOLPH  FIEGENBAUM 
1793  -  1877  -(85) 


1 


HENRY .  FREdT\ 
WELLEMEYER 
1822  -  1899/ 
(77)  ( 


CATHERINE 
-  ELIZABETH 


FRANK  HENRY 
WELLEMEYER 
1849  -  1909 
(59£) 


CHRISTINE,  hie  wlfel  FIEGENBAUM 
1796  -  1871  -(75)  )  1327  -  1918  7 

(91) 


/"Elizabeth 
'  Carl 
Eetella 
Arthur 
Ernst 
Fletcher 
Hulda 
Ruth 
T.nis 


(There  is  a  detailed  'family  tree 
preceeding  each  'family  story'  herein.) 
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The  above  picture  of  Adolph  and  Christine,  was  enlarged  from  a  small  "tin-type",  the  dark 
haired  Christine  looks  serious.  Adolph  smiled  when  the  picture  was  taken.  He  had  a  blond 
beard  and  his  hair  was  light  brown,  he  was  bald  headed,  but  the  artist  who  did  the  enlarging 
was  kind  enough  to  add  a  lock  of  hair  to  the  top  of  his  head. 


Adolph  -  -  born  1792,  died  1877  -  age  85  years. 

Christine  -  born  1796,  died  1871  -  age  75  years. 

We  do  not  know  Christine's  family  name.  Married  1821  -  Adolph  29  years,  Christine  25  years, 
came  to  America  in  1934-  Six  children  in  15  years. 

The  Fiegenbaum  strain  is  quite  dominant  in  our  family,  if  you  have  a  bald  head,  blame 
Adolph;  If  you  like  to  sell  things,  its  probably  Adolph  again. 
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Christine  [fej*rtba.uin 

forget-  grand-Parente  of  Arthur  Wellemiyer ) 

The  information  for  the  FIEGENBAUM  Story  was  obtained 
from  the  following  sources:  The  writer  lived  with 
his  Grand  Parents,  Henry  F. Wei lemeyer  and  Catherine 
Fiegenbaum  Wellemever  for  three  years  beginning  in  1890. 

He  was  oersonaly  acouainted  with  Rudolph  Fiegenbaum. 

Henrv  and  Rudolph  are  both  mentioned  in  the  History 
of  the  N.W. German  Conf erence ( 1913)  pages  9?  &  244. 

I  have  copies  of  the  obituaries  of 
Catherine  Elizabeth  Fiegenbaum  Wellemeyer 
Frederick  Fiegenbaum  and  Rudolph  Fiegenbaum. 

ONCE  UPON  A  TIME,  I  said  to  rav  grand-raother , 

Catherine  Elizabeth  Fiegenbaum  Wellemeyer, 

"Your  maiden  name  FIEGENBAUM  sounds  like  a  Jew  name, 
when  and  where  did  the  Jews  get  into  the  family  picture?" 

"No  -  No",  said  grandma Fiegenbaum  is  a  german  name, 
Fiegen  means  fig,  and  baum  is  the  german  word  for  tree, 
thus  the  name  means  ’Fig  Tree*  ,  a  very  pretty  name. 

Our  family  is  'line  bred' german  as  far  back  as 
any  one  can  remember".  -  And  that  was  that. 

The  parents  of  Adolph  Fiegenbaum  were  truck  gardeners 
in  Germany,  village  of  Longerich ,  province  of  Wesphalia, 
kingdom  of  Prussia. 

When  Adolph  arrived  in  America,  he  soon  bought 
a  small  tract  of  land  e  mile  or  two  west  of  St  Louis  Mo. 
his  p08 1  office  adrees  was,  Hopewell,  Warren  Co.  Missouri. 
(This  P.0,  has  since  been  discontinued.} 

He  built  a  log  house  to  shelter  his  family,  and  they  all 
got  busy  raising  garden  truck.  Every  morning  at  sunrise, 
Acolnh  was  on  his  way  with  his  team  and  spring  wagon 
loaded  with  garden  truck,  to  sell  house  to  house 
to  the  housewives  in  tne  City. 

He  was  ’Happy-go-lucky' ,  active  and  alert,  smiling 
all  the  time,  and  charming  the  tuyere  with  his  chatter, 
his  apples  were  ooliened,  hi6  green  truck  was  covered  with 
cloth  netting.  And  often  on  week-ends  he  would  sell 
Butter,  fresh  eggs,  dressed  chicken  etc.  Ttius  he  developed 
a  profitable  house  to  house  business. 


The  first  order  to  each  new  customer  was  FREE, 
after  that  his  terms  were 


/ » 


WAPELLO  and  LOUISA  COUNTY  Iowa. 

Here  he  purchased  61  acres  in  18  50 

and  160  acres  in  1652,  tnis  latter  farm  land 

was  deeded  to  him  v  William  Winter. 
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Thus  after  living  west  of  St  Louis  Mo  for  sixteen  years, 
Adolph  Fiegenbaura  age  58,  and  his  wife  Christine  age  54, 
moved  about  200  miles  north  to  their  new  farm  home 
near  Wapello.  They  were  the  parents  of  si*  children. 

There  was  an  elderly;'  gentleman  by  the  name  of  WINTER, 
who  also  had  a  family  -  three  children  are  mentioned  - 
William,  Ernst,  Caroline.  It  seems  that  these  two 
german  families,  the  Winters  and  the  Fiegenbaums,  were 
very  good  friends,  and  between  these  two  gentlemen 
and  the  grown  children  of  each  family,  they  bought 
considerable  land  in  Louisa  County,  to  be  exact,  the  two 
families  owned  ten  quarter  sections  of  land  at  one  time. 

Adolph  Fiegenbaura  himself  held  title  to  221  acres. 

His  four  sons  all  became  Methodist  Ministers,  but  it 
was  so  arranged  that  one  or  the  other  of  them  was 
always  appointed  to  the  Wapello  Church  to  be  near 
their  ageing  parents. 

Eventualy,  Adolph  and  Christine  Fiegenbaum  retired 
from  the  farm,  and  lived  with  their  daughter  Catherine 
and  her  husband  Henry  F.Wellemeyer  who  farmed  near 
Wapello.  Christine  died  in  1871  age  75  yepjrs. 

Some  three  years  later,  the  Wellemeyer  Family,  including 
Adolph  Fiegenbaum,  moved  to  Garner  Hancock  County  Iowa. 

And  then  one  day  Adolph  had  a  stroke,  he  was  bed-fast 
for  two  years  and  died  in  1877,  age  85  years,  he  was 
buried  in  the  Garner  Cemetery,  and  the  remains  of 
Christine  were  brought  by  train  from  Wapello  and 
reintered  beside  him. 

Yes,  Adolph  lived  a  contented  and  happy  life  and 
I  am  sure  he  enjoyed  all  85  years  of  it. 

* 

But,  read  on  folks,  our  great-grand-mother, 

Christine  Fiegenbaum,  was  a  most  remarkable  oerson  too. 

It  was  in  June  1898,  that  a  reporter  from  the  St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch  called  on  a  son  of  Adolph  and  Christine 
thinking  that  the  story  of  this  Fiegenbaum  Family 
would  be  interesting  to  its  readers. 

This  son  was  the  Rev. Dr .William  Fiegenbaura,  age  76  years, 
who  had  just  moved  to  Edwardsville  Illinois, 
in  retirement,  after  being  a  German  Metnodist  Minister 
for  exactly  fifty  years. 
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He  told  the  family  story  from  a  ministers  viewpoint 
to  the  newspaperman  as  follows; 

"That  our  family  is  a  remarkable  one  I  know, 

and  that  its  history  would  be  of  interest  to  the  readers 

of  the  Sunday  Post-Dispatch  I  also  believe"  he  said. 

"But  to  relate  it  correctly  and  narrate  the  events 
of  our  lives  in  their  proper  sequence,  I  must  begin 
at  the  beginning,  for  I  am  an  old  man  and  methodical. 

And  too,  an  event  which  transpired  before  I  was  born, 
in  our  belief,  predestined  the  future  of  myself  and 
My  brothers  and  sisters. 

"My  Father  and  Mother  lived  in  Westphalia,  in  Prussia, 
they  courted  many  years,  and  father  daily  besought 
mother  to  marry  him. 

"But  she  had  been  converted  to  the  United  Evangelical 
Church  and  felt,  what  was  then  celled  ’homesick  for 
heaven’,  There  was  a  conviction  in  her  heart,  strong 
as  her  love  for  father,  that  it  was  God's  will  that 
she  should  not  marry. 

"So  they  lived  for  years  loving  each  other,  but  still 
apart,  wait  till  I  have  Gods  permission  mother  would 

answer  to  nis  pleadings  and  then  I  shall  marry. 

•  , 

"Days  and  Months  and  Years  -  Father  waited, 
it  was  when  she  wa6  2b  years  old  ,  and  he  was  29, 
that  mother  went  to  him  and  said: 

Adolch,  I  have  permission  of  God 
and  we  shall  wed, 

And  it  uas  been  said 
"A  great  blessing  shall  come 
upon  your  children. 

"And  years  later,  after  they  had  married  and  mpved 
to  a  foreign  land,  Father  and  Mother  heard  from  the 
lips  of  a  man  of  God  these  same  words  - 
A  great  blessing  shall  come  upon  your  children. 

"It  was  the  blessing  of  being  a  Christian,  and  having 
the  power  and  the  will  to  teach  its  laws, 
surely  a  grreat  blessing  which  fell  upon  us  and 
fulfilled  the  prophesy. 

When  our  Mother  and  Father  landed  in  New  Orleans, 
we  were  oennvless,  Henry  the  oldest  was  twelve  years  old, 
and  Minnie  the  youngest  was  only  a  Baby. 
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We  worked  for  a  1  count;  ry-iaan '  who  owned  a  farm 
in  Warren  County  near  St. Charles, 
at  that  time  St. Louis  was  only  a  villiage,  and 
St. Charles  a  cluster  of  houses. 

"Father  soon  acquired  a  little  piece  of  ground, 
the  boys  were  growing  up,  and  some  of  us  found 
work  in  St. Louis,  I  in  a  grocery  store. 

' .  .  o 

About  that  time  there  came  to  St. Louis  a  German 
Methodist  Evangelist,  there  was  no  church  for  him, 
and  one  day  when  we  were  at  home  in  Warren  County, 

Mother  had  him  preach  to  a  gathering  in  our  house. 

"When  the  congregation  had  dispersed  the  preacher 
prayed  with  father  and  mother,  and 
at  the  end  of  his  prayer  he  said: 

A  GREAT  BLESSING  SHALL  COME  UPON  YOUR  CHILDREN 
"that  prophesy  was  to  them  like  the  voice  of  God 
delivered  thru  man. 

Mother  had  in  former  years  admonished  us  against 
the  doctrine  of  the  Methodists,  but  this  preacher 
changed  her  mind,  She  embraced  the  creed,  as  did  all 
of  us  in  a  brief  time.  This  w as  in  1844and  I  was 
twenty  years  old. 

"That  same  year  I  was  licensed  as  an  Exhorter  and 
went  up  the  Missouri  River  to  preach  the  gospel  in 
thw  trading  camps  and  settlements.  I  remember  how 
the  people  used  to  listen  to-  me,  eagerly  and  joyfully. 

"They  attended  meetings  those  days  with  muskets 
in  their  hands,  and  long  knives  in  their  belts, 

Indians  were  in  the  woods. 

At  Glasgow  and  Carrollton  the  people  formed 
congregations  and  each  settlement  built  a  little 
log  church  while  I  was  there. 

When  I  got  back  home,  Henry  had  been  gone  some  time, 
having  become  an  Exhorter  also,  I  was  then  regularly 
ordained  as  an  itinerant  preacher  (A  circuit  rider) 
and  started  out  again,  this  time  astride  a  horse, 
with  my  bible  and  a  few  articles  of  clothing  in  my 
saddle  bags. 

"  And  for  fifty  years  I  traveled  thus,  nor  am  I  unwilling 
to  continue  it  now.  Thru  Missouri,  Iowa,  Illinois, 

Kansas  and  Minnesota  I  rode.  Every  day  I  preached, 
sometimes  to  only  a  dozen  harvesters  in  the  field, 
but  I  was  of  the  Lords  harvesters  and  passed  none  by. 
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"This  great  country  grew  and  prospered  under  ray  eyes, 
Today  a  little  log  cabin  in  a  clearing,  tomorrow 
neighbors,  a  few  days  more  a.  hamlet,  then  a  bustling 
village,  and  in  a.  year  the  thatched  hut  stood  within 
a  city. 

What  was  a  bridle  path  on  one  trip  was  a  broad  roadway 
on  the  next,  Each  time  I  returned  to  St. Louis,  the  place 
had  grown  beyond  all  semblance  of  its  former  self. 

"Traveling  was  not  so  comfortable  in  the  early  days, 
and  there  were  dangers  for  the  body  too. 

I  remember  once  when  I  escaped  death  at  the  hands 
of  the  Sioux  Indians  in  the  forests  of  Minnesota. 

"I  had  established  a  church  at  a  little  settlement 
about  150  miles  from  St. Paul,  I  stayed  there  until 
the  church  building  was  put  up.  That  night  I  rode 
fifteen  miles  on  the  road  to  St.  Paul  with  a  family 
and  slept  at  their  house.  Early  next  morning 
I  continued  my  journey. 

"When  I  got  to  the  next  town  I  learned  that  the 
Sioux,  who  were  then  on  the  warpath,  had  massacred 
the  family  who  had  sheltered  me  overnight. 

"My  three  brothers  became  engaged  in  religious  work 
as  each  thought  himself  fitted. 

"As  age  unfitted  us  for  active  ministerial  work 
we  retired  one  by  one. 

PEvery  day  I  think  of  the  prophesy,  and  every  day 
in  my  prayers,  I  thank  God  for  the  fullfilment 
of  that  oromise; 

A  GREAT  BLESSING  SHALL  COME  TO  YOUR  CHILDREN. 

Thus  ends  tlie  story  which  was  told  to  the 
newspaper  man  by  the  Rev  Dr  7/ill iam  Fiegenbaura, 
in  1898. 
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When  the  family  moved  to  America  inigji 
the  children  were  of  the  following  ages: 

HENRY  -  -  12  years  -  He  died  at  age  83 

William  -  10  years  -He  died  at  age  81 

CATHERINE-  7  years  -  She  died  at  age  91 
FREDERICK-  4  years  -  He  died  at  age  84 

MINNIE  -  -  1  year  -She  died  at  age  84 

Rudolph  -  born  in  America  -  72 

The  older  Fiegenbaura  children  attended  school 
in  germany,  and  all  of  them  attended  somewhat 
at  StoLouis. 

These  children  did  not  drink,  nor  did  they  smoke, 
they  were  healthy  individuals,  none  of  them  were 
overweight,  -  They  were  a  long  lifed  family, 

Average  age  at  death  82-y  years. 

They  were  good  conversationalists,  and  one 
could  always  learn  something  from  them. 

While  their  'school  learning'  was  meager, 
still  they  learned  by  observation  and  by 
talking  with  others,  -  any  worthwhile  fact 
was  carefully  stored  in  their  mind  in  detail, 
and  could  be  recalled  whenever  it  was  needed. 

Perhaps  the  most  characteristic  trait  of  this 
Fiegenbaum  family  was  that  they  never  forgot 
a  fact  which  they  had  once  grasped. 

They  could  always  remember. 

09 

HENRY  FIEGENBAUM  - 

was  born  in  germany  in  1822,  came  to  America  age  12 
in  1834.  He  began  his  Ministerial  work  at  age  22  (1844). 

He  organized  congregations  for  the  German  Methodist 
Church  in  various  small  communities  along  the  Mississippi 
river*  He  would  begin  with  Revival  Meetings,  and  after 
the  church  was  built,  move  on  to  the  next  place. 

We  do  not  nave  the  names  of  these  river  towns  where  he 
built  churches  while  lie  was  a  circut  rider,  but  eight 
years  later  he  was  pastor  at  Galena  Illinois. 

In  1854,  age  32,  he  was  appointed  Presiding  Elder  of 
the  Galena  District.  That  office  is  now  called 
District  Superintendent. 


it  "i •  J  ’  ‘  rv  J*  :.i.  \  r  ■  i, 1  * 

sir  roi  c  i  t  If  >  3*&ir  iitlbii  a  an* 

8  e  s  r  *ib  b  -  M.  h  i  .;  f  ■ 

'  ,  r'  •  '•  ,  1  b  '•  •  tf-  *i  .  ••&  '.  •■  .  r  ;i  !  V,. 

19  ega  ta  fcoift ■  « .  i  ~  «Tsex  ? 


"b  T  -a! 

t  J'risi?”'-  ov  o 

*  lf»:U  »••-  i  >1  Jr  :.vv.  l  \  no  t 

n 


c  (*£BI  ' 


*3  O  ?■■  i  7*~'r[*'  Si  ;  /'  t;  Ts  4  .'1  i,  .9.-5  '•.  0  >H 

tarla  baa 


•?!':  .O  '  ■  •,*.  ,  X'  v  1  V 

'  c  *  ;•  L  !<-  ■  •)  ,  •  i .<■  • 


*  «  .  >n  snr./oj  a  a  -  bf.orjj  ?o  •  rf  .1:1  -a  v  a  '  W 

«  ■  ’  j 

•  a.  c.jilIX  r  -  0  Js  to*  ?  ;c  ».,■•.#  3/t  isjflf  bi 

to  tafexa  bf  Nt  or:  9  ao.v  'ai  t  sc  s‘.r>  , £c8 J  nl 

b  >Hbo  won  8.'  >110  vtjp it  "an^rsO  *.;* 


►  t 


4 

a. 


Six  ChfU 


They  say  of  HENRY  FIEGENBAUM  in  the  German  History 
while  summarizing  his  work  as  ‘Presiding  Elder1 
He  was  a  naturaly  gifted  orator. 

A  mighty  Preacher. 

A  good  Adminetr ator . 

A  safe  leader. 

A  man  of  sterling  character, 
and  an  earnest  unselfish  worker. 

After  serving  six  years  as  Presiding  Elder,  he  continued 
as  pastor  serving  three  years  each  at  the ' following  places: 
Wapello  Iowa;  Pekin  Ill inois ; Quincy  Illinois; 

St. Joseph  Missouri;  and  Oregon  Missouri. 

Of  the  four  Fiegenbaum  brothers,  all  ministers, 

Henry  was  considered  the  ‘Mighty  Preacher’  of  the 
family,  He  paid  less  attention  to  details  than  some, 
but,  in  the  pulpit,  as  an  evangelist,  he  certainly 
did  move  the  people  and  get  results. 

His  wife,  Clara  C.Kastenbudt ,  born  in  Hanover  Germany, 

Their  children,  one  son  and  four  daughters. 

the  son  Dr. Geo  A  FiegenbaumM. D.  died  in  1896,  age  41. 

His  daughters:  Mrs  J. C. Steinmetz ,  Miss  Anna,  Miss  Mary, 

these  three  of  St. Jose  Missouir. 

and  Mrs  Tom  Curry  of  Oregon  Missouri. 

After  preaching  exacty  fifty  years,  Henry  Fiegenbaum 
retired  and  moved  to  St. Joseph  Mo.  died  1905  -  age  83. 


WILLIAM  FIEGENBAUM  - 

I  he  was  bt>rn  in  germany  in  1834,  came  to  America  at  age  10, 
in  1834,  German  Methodist  Minister  fron  age  20  to  age  70. 
After  fifty  years  of  pastoral  work  he  moved  to 
Edwardsville  Illinois  in  retirement.  He  is  the  man  who 
wrote  the  Fiegenbaum  story  for  the  newspaper , see  other  page. 

He  was  a  ‘detail  man*  ,  a  good  teacher,  and  a  good 
orgainizer.  He  served  as  District  Superintendent  for 
a  term  or  two.  And  some  College  confered  on  him  the 
honor  degree  of  ‘Doctor  of  Dininity* 

There  were  six  children,  the  two  daughters  married 
Methodist  Ministers,  they  are:  Mrs  C.F.Blume,  Mplse. 
and  Mrs. H. C. Jacoby ,  St. Louis  Mo. 
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CATHERINE  ELIZABETH  FIEGENBAUM 
3#wife  of  HENRY  F, WELLEMEYER 

Born  Oct,  6-1827,  came  to  America  age  6-J;  in  1834. 
the  story  of  this  farm  wife  and  her  nine  children 
is  told  in  detail  on  another  page  herein, 
with  the  story  of  Henry  F. Wellemev^r . 

She  died  Feb.  1-1918,  atre  91  years. 


FREFERTCK  WILLIAM  FIEGENBAUM  - 

Born  in  Germany,  Aoril  12t'n,  1830,  came  to  America 
in  1334,  age  4  years,  married  in  1852,  acre  22,  to 
Louise  Otto-  ten  children  -  one  infant  died. 


Frederick  Fiegenbaum  became  a  minister  for  the 
German  Methodist  Church  in  1353,  age  22, 
he  served  for  fiftv  vears,  retired  and  moved  to 
Wathena  Kansas  in  1896. 

As  Pastor  he  served  the  following  17  places: 

Wa.oello  Iowa;  Des  Moines  Iowa;  Polk  City  Iowa; 

Wilton  Iowa;  Canton  Mo;  Wathena  Kansas: 

Endora  Kansas;  Clav  Center  Kas;  Lawrence  Kansas; 

Oregon  Mo;  Peoria  Illinois;  Cedar  Lake  Indiana; 

Sherrill  Mound  Ill;  Freeoort  Ill;  Salem  Minn; 

St. Paul  first  church  Minn;  Burlington  Iowa;. 

He  was  Hist. Suot . from  1864  to  1366. 

His  wife  died  in  1911,  they  had  lived  together  59  years. 
He  died  Feb. 27  -  1914  age  84  years, 
his  six  stalwart  sons  acted  as  pall 

(from  a  German  obituary  by  Rev. C. Creoin ,  Wathena  Kansas.) 
, WILH2LMIN/r( Minnie)  FIEGENBAUM 

^BORN  IN  Germanv  July  27  -1833,  was  one  year  old 
when  the  familv  migrated  to  America  in  1834. 

In  1950 ,Wilhelmina  Fiegenbaum  age  17,  and  William 
Winter  age  25,  were  married  at  Warrenton  Miissouri* 

Just  a  word  about  the  husband,  William  Winter,  he  was 
born  in  1825,  at  Humf eld ,Diope-Detmold ,  Germany. 

On  July  31,  1935, he  cam°  to  America  With  his  family  , 

He  assisted  his  father  snd  brothers  in  developeine*  their 
new  home  untill  May  21et  1847,  when  he  enlisted  as  a 
volunteer  cavalryman  in  the  United  States  Army,  ase  23. 
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William  Winter  served  thru-out  the  Mexican  War,  and 
entered  Mexico  City  with  General  Winfield  Scott. 

When  the  war  ended  he  was  honorably  discharged  on 
Sept. 13-1848  and  returned  to  his  home  in  Warren  County 
Missouri,  and  in  1850  was  married  as  stated  above. 

William  Winter  had  had  a  good  education  in  Germany, 
so  when  he  decided  in  1857  to  give  up  farming  for  the 
ministry  his  application  was  readily  accepted,  and 
he  served  the  following  ten  pastorates: 

Rock  Island  Ill,  Chicago  Ill;  Iowa  City  Iowa; 

Timberton  Ill;  Genesco  Ill;  and  Muscatine  Iowa 
In  1866,  he  was  appointed  Presiding  Elder,  which 
position  he  held  for  the  German  Methodist  Church  for 
six  years.  Then  he  Servecj  as  castor  at  San  Jose  Ill; 
Soringfield  Ill.  Jackson  Ill  and  Davenport  Iowa, 
where  he  died  on  Feb. 21st,  1882. age  57  years. 

He  served  the  church  25  years.  Burial  at  Muscatine  Iowa. 

From  this  Winter-Fiegentoaum  union 
came  seven  sons  and  two  daughters. 

The  eldest  son,  Dr  Frederick  William  Winter,  became  a 
physician,  went  to  college  at  Nebraska  Wesleyn,  and 
graduated  from  Iowa  City,  He  began  practice  at  Wymore 
Nebr.  and  continued  at  Wichita  Kansas,  became  prominent. 

After  the  death  of  the  Rev. William  Winter,  his  widow, 

Minnie  Fiegenbaum  Winter,  lived  for  one  year  in  Muscatine 
and  then  moved  to  ’Wymore  Nebr  .and  bought  a  small  brick 
house  near  the  center  of  town.  (  her  age  was  50  years) 

One  Sunday  in  1834,  She  invited  her  five  sons  and  Ed. Kaufman 
to  dinner,  After  dinner  she  said:  "We  need  a  Good  Methodist 
Church  in  Wymore,  and  the  corner  lots  next  to  my  home 
are  tne  ideal  place  to  build  it,  and  the  lets  are  for  sale, 
I  want  you  boys  to  give  me  twenty-five  dollars  each  to 
buy  the  lots,  1*11  gather  subscriptions  enough  in  the 
community  to  pay  for  a  nice  new  building" 

In  a  year  the  cnurch  was  built,  and  a  memorial  window 
was  placed  in  ti  e  front  of  the  building  in  her  honor 

Sne  died  in  Wymore  in  1917,  age  84  years. 
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H.  RUDOLPH  FIEGENBAUM  - 

was  born  Jan. 2-1837,  on  a  farm  in  Warren  County 
Missouri.  He  attended  Hi-School  at  Quincy  Illinois. 

In  1860,  age  23,  he  married  Elizabeth  Kruempel, 
from  this  union  three  children  survive: 

Emma  Allen  -  Denver  Colorado. 

Charles  K. Fiegenbaum ,  Dubuque  Iowa. 

Arthur  F.  FIEGENBAUM,  Spokane  Wash. 

His  wife  died  in  1877,  (17  years  together) 

In  1678,  He  married  Elizabeth  Hellwig, 
from  this  union  three  children  survive: 

Mrs  Fred.  Betch,  Sioux  City  Iowa. 

Mrs  Aaron  Eaton,  Mesa  Wash. 

Rudolph  Fiegenbaum  (gjr) , Wendell  Idaho. 

It  was  in  1864,  that  H. Rudolph  Fiegenbaum,  age  27, 
began  his  career  as  minister  of  the  gospel  for  the 
German  Methodist  Cnurch,  He  served  as  pastor  in  the 
following,  places:  -  Lansing  Iowa.;  Lena  &  Yellow  Creek  Ill. 
Colesburg  Tcwa;  Plattville  Wis:Charles  City  Iowa; 

Giard  Iowa;  LaCross  Wis;  Atchinson  Kas;  Dubuque  Iowa; 
Colesburg  Iowa;  Fort  Dodge  Iowa;  Flood  Creek  Iowa; 
and  Sioux  City  Iowa;  Garner  Iowa.  -  fourteen  places. 

The  three  older  Fiegenbaum  men,  brothers  of  Rudolph, 
had  been  preaching  for  from  ten  to  twenty  years, 
before  Rudolph  started,  Thus  the  Fiegenbaum  name 
was  well  known  thru- out  method  ism. 

Rudolph  had  talent  too,  but  his  favorite  occupation 
was  selling  land,  he  loved  to  deal  in  farm  lands, 

So  he  took  a  vacation  from  his  preaching,  and  conducted 
a  real  estate  office  in  Garner  Iowa  for  eight  years. 

In  1901,  he  moved  his  family  to  a  farm  near 
Connell  Washington,  in  retirement. 

:i.v  • 

He  died  in  1908,  age  72  years,  he  was  buried  at 
Garner  Iowa  beside. the  graves  of  his  two  wives. 

Rev. Frank  H. Wellemeyer  officiated  at  the 
grave  side  service. 
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My  Great-grand-father,  Mathew  Wellemeyer,  1798  -  1861. 
lived  and  died  in  Germany ,  died  of  lung  fever  at  age  63. 

I  interviewed  my  Grandfather  Henry  F  Wellemeyer  in  1896 
and  made  notations  on  the  life  of  Mathew  at  that  time, 
hence  these  facts  about  Mathew  are  quite  accurate. 


Mathew  Wellemeyer  lived 
The  farm  - 
The  Church 
The  County 
The  state 
Kingdom 


in  Prussia,  Germany: 

-  Bauershaft  Kassen. 

-  Kirchspeil  Borgholzhausen 

-  Kreis  Halla 

-  Regirungs  Bezirk  Minden 

-  Koenigrich  Preusan. 


Mathew  had  two  sisters  -Frau  BRONE  and  Frau  ELSTERRECK. 
Mr  and  Mrs  Broenec  came  to  America  and  settled  near 
St. Charles  Mo.  this  is  all  that  I  know  about  these 
two  families. 


Corapulary  military  training  took  Mathew  into  the  Prussian 
army  for  four  years,  beginning  in  1813,  at  age  20  years 
He  was  5  foot  8  inches  tall  and  nearly  perfect  in 
physical  build;  fond  of  wrestling  and  jumping.  He  did 
not  use  tobacco  nor  did  he  drink  -  was  kind  hearted, 
was  prompt  in  the  payment  of  debts  -  was  an  active 
church  member  and  enjoyed  sinking  very  much. 

Mathew  was  a  farmer  and  a  weaver.  As  a  farmer  he  rented 
land  and  farmed  it  well,  He  understood  the  use  of 
fertilizers  in  raising  crops,  and  often  bought  same  from 
his  neighbors  or  at  auction. 

For  fuel,  he  bought  a  tree  or  two  each  fall,  which  he 
cut  up  »nd  hauled  home  with  his  Ox-Team. 

As  a  WEAVER,  he  wove  sail-cloth  out  of  hemp,  and  wove 
cloth  for  family  use  out  of  flax. 

Their  best  clothing  was  made  from  broadcloth,  which  was 
imported  from  England. 

Shortly  after  his  diccharg  from  the  Army  he  married 
a  Miss  Voestmann,  they  had  five  children; 

WILLIAM  WELLEMEYER 
HENRY  FREDERICK  WELLEMEYER 
And  three  daughters  who  died  as  infants. 

Mathew  Wellemeyer  married  a  second  time,  had  two  sons: 

JOHN  WELLEMEYER 
FRANK  'WELLEMEYER 


l$~- 


- 


‘t'MSr.fMW'i  W f  '  i-  A 

- -  .  fs 


-  *  VI  ,  T9Y  •  ..  II©W  ?B 

)j  i  r  j-gr  i  t  <.  +5.  to 


. 

n©3t  is  I  •  >'  Oct  f 

- 


■ 


n>>.  r  «  3i* 4  o'  ;i  «■  uJH;  •  ,  .  j  v-;  •  ooO 

.  o  r;  ,  v*.  --  l  :n  ■  !  •  o  cor  do  j 

03  j  •  .  e :'.  '  n.  fi  A  .  xe>  0  3;  •'  \  "  -;.f 

•  .  b>->  >hn-  *r .  i  *  ■••?!  •  X 


•vow  £  S  Ci  3. 


•  V  j;  ,  f 

.  j^oiTini  e.  tb  cdw  s*  -^riTjnP 

fl3Y2M3J  i:W  XvIAh* 


M&th  ]/y  e.  J  J  e.  7n  c.  if  e.  r 

- - -  - - 

'  •  s 

The  four  eons  of  Mathew  Wellemeyer  were 
most  anxious  to  get  to  America. 

A 

The  eldest  eon,  WILLIAM,  was  obliged  to  spend  four 
years  in  the  german  array,  He  did  come  to  America  later 
possibly  thru  the  port  of  New  York  City,  He  did  not 
connect  with  his  brothers,  as  all  were  afraid  to  write 
home  until  after  they  became  citizens  of  United  States, 
the  german  military  police  were  looking  for  the  younger 
brothers  who  came  to  avoid  military  service. 

The  second  son, HENRY  FREDERICK,  my  grandfather,  was  the 
first  of  the  boys  to  cross  tne  Atlantic  Oceon. 

He  sneaked  away  at  age  19,  thus  avoided  military  service. 
He  came  by  slow  sailing  ship  thru  the  nort  of  New  Orleans 
and  found  eraoloyment  in  St.  Louis-  his  story  next  pahe. 

The  third  son  JOHN,  arrived  here  in  1844,  volunteered 
in  the  calvary  for  the  Mexican  7/ar ,  became  an  orderly 
sargent,  lost  his  life  -  We  have  his  sword. 

The  fourth  eon  FRANK , be came  a  contractor  and  builder 
in  StLouis  Missouri,  one  of  the  structers  which  he 
built  was  the  Washington  3tr.  Methodist  Church.  StLouis. 
He  was  the  father  of  six  sons  and  three  daughters. 

The  six  sons  all  became  Druggists,  each  owned  and 
operated  his  own  Drug  Store  in  StLouis  Mo. 

There  must  be  a  number  of  Wellerneyers  in  ana  around 
St  Louis,  some  may  be  in  business  and  some  may  be 
contractors  -  lets  have  a.  look  at  the  telephone  book. 

It  is  praieworthy,  that  the  father  Mathew  Wellemeyer, 
helped  his  eons  fina.ncialy  to  get  to  America,  none  of 
the  sons  ever  returned  to  Germany  for  a  visit. 

And  when  ’^Papa  Wellemeyer’  said  goodbye  to  one  after 
another,  and  said  ’God  Bless  You’  and  commanded  them 
to  be  good  boys,  -  It  was  realy  Good  Bye. 
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HENRY  FREDERICK  WELLE MEYER  *  *  *  1822 

Hie  wife  CATHERINE  ELIZABETH  FIEOENBAUH  -  1827 

Their  NINE  children  listed  below: 

1  LISETTA  MAJTILDA  7/ELLEMEYER  -----  1848 
'Her  husband  -  George  Ernest  Minden  -  -  1838 

Their  children  listed  elsewhere. 

*  FRANK  HENRY  WELLEMEYER  *-----  184S 

His  wife  -  Mery  Malvine  Klaus  -  1853 

Nine  children  listed  elsewhere. 

~  WILLIAM  H.  WELLEMEYER  ------  1852 

j  Hie  wife  -  Clara  Yoter  ------  ? 

one  daughter,  Lorene  Wellerneyer  -  -  -  1881 


#-  AMELIA  CATHERINE  WELLEMTYER  -  -  -  -  -1854  • 

»  Her  husband  Julius  Neumann  -----  1848  ■ 
Eight  children  listed  elsewhere. 

H.  FRED.  WELLE  MEYER  -------  1857  ■ 

J  His  wife  -  May  Maben,  two  sons,  -  -  -  1868 
His  wife  -  Cora  Birdsall,  no  child,  -  -  1859 

1- John  Henry  Wellerneyer,  no  child  1880 

wife  -  Agnes  Bertha  Chase  -  -  1888 

2- Wilbur  Maben  Wellerneyer  -  -  1883 

wife  - 

I  EDWARD  MATHEW  VfELLEtFTER  -  -  -  - - 1859 

^Hie  wife  -  Amelia  Haefner,  two  children  -  1864 

1- Agnes  Viola  Wellerneyer , one  child  1890 

husband  -  W. Foster  Bickel  -  -  1891 

*  Amelia  Verna  Biclcel  -  -  1917 

husband  Stanley. 3. Horr  -  1917 

Son  -  Jef frey . B. Horr  -  -  1953 

2- Elmer  Haefner  Wellerneyer  -  -  1895 

wife  -  Edith  Hess,  three  children,  ? 

/.Marilyn  Ruth  Wellerneyer  -  1925 

2  William  Robert  Wellerneyer  -  1930 
*'wife  -  ?  ,  two  sons 

Robert  Gerard  Wellerneyer  - 
William  Gerard  Wellerneyer  - 
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1930 


1930 

1933 

1930 

1927 
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1946 
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-  1931 

-  1950 


1953  - 
1955  - 


3 x John  Charles  ’Wellerneyer 


1937  - 


I£SI 


9091  - 


5  ‘  r  - 


un  - 


:c  »v  s 


5'-\ava/  ,1  -M  iJYJ'U 


V.!F70>'  .  /  ,; 

.  ."  HT  iO  utiw  H 


: ?/o Iso'  i'-.iv  «..  I  rrt? *x 1 1  .lo  .T:!  *r i  rf ' 

♦ 


.eix  f  iti  v  si  >:  ■  .•  • 

^4.  ..  .  -  -  hwy*  3.  -irvi  1  r:r-  •  •  •- ^ 

,  9  qO  8 


q  tbs  rrfo  o.u  tift  oeH'  >J  I  v-  \  - 

110H*?  ♦y-itlsL 

Of?a.r  -  ”  7  •>•{  •••••  s  •  r»W  ••:.  !■-*:  '  S 

0591  - 

-  r  IqV.  biaieO  i  I 

?rei  -  '-.yomeridV 


Mevru-  F,  WelJeTrj  ewe  r 

- - * - (LcrvitZ^^ujz^C  — - - 


MARIE  WILHELMINA  WELLEMEYER ,  4  children  -  1862  -  1936 

Her  husband  -  George  Addicks  ------  1854  -  1910 

The  1910  ,  adresses  of  the  children. 

Marie  -  Mrs  C. E. Quellmalz  -  -  St  Louis  Mo. 

Raymond  C. Add icks  -  Webster  Grove  Mo. 

Dorothy  -  Mrs  H.J.Mowlee  -  -  Sellings  Grove  Pa. 
Eunice  -  Mrs  Vance  E. Fisher  -  Benton  Harbor  Mich. 

GEORGE  LEONARD  WELLEMEYER  -------  1865  -  1932 

•Wife  -  Aurilla  Sage  -  three  sons  -  -  1905 

Wife  -  Emma  Town  -  -  one  son  -  ? 

1-Leonard  Russel  Wellemeyer  -  1900  - 

wife  -  Amanda  Pauline  Griep,6  children!903  - 

(1) Rosalie  A. Wellemeyer  -  -  1922  - 

husband-Fr-ed. Me. Vicar  -  -  1920  - 

Five  children  - 

Patricia  McVicar 
Michale  McVicar 
Kathleen  McVicar 
Stephan  McVicar 
David  McVicar 

(2) Reylend  Wellemeyer  -  -  -  -1924  - 

wife  -Phyllis  Arens 

Judith  Ann  Wellemever 
Jeffrey  Lynn  Wellemeyer 


(3)Reibart  Wellemeyer  -  -  -  1927  - 
wife  -Christine  Laaby  -  -  1926  - 
Mark  Robert  Wellemeyer  1954- 


(4) Regil  Wellemeyer  -  1931  - 

wife  -  Lillian 

Richard  Arthur  Wellemeyer  -  1953 
David  Earl  Wellemeyer  1954  - 

(5)  Edwin  Wellemeyer  -  -  -  - 


(6)  Redica  Wellemeyer  - 

husband  -  John  Huych  - 

James  Andrew  Huych  -  1955  - 
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8  GEO. L. WELLEMEYER  continued 

2-  Lyle  Wellemeyer  ------  1901  - 

wife  -  Leorna  Louise  Burkert  - 

Lyle  Earl  Wellemeyer  -  1924  - 

3-  Mahlon  Allen  Wellemeyer,  single  -  1902  - 

4-  Roland  Wellemeyer  {MEmma  Town)  -  1911  - 

wife  -  Rose  Schaetzel  -  1916  - 

Robert  Owen  Wellemeyer  -  -  194?  - 


i  CHARLES  LEWIS  WELLEMEYER  ------  1870  -  1946 

wife  -  Bertha  Wengler,  two  sons  -  1881  - 

1  -  Herbert.  A.  Wellemeyer  -  -  -  -  1919  - 

(Lt  Com1 dr  U.S.Navy) 

wife  -  Ruth  Schiff  o  -  -  -  -  -  1924  - 

Stephanie  Sue  Wellemeyer  -  1949  - 


2  Lawrence  Wellemeyer  -----  1922  - 

Afe  -  Lucile  Lor son  -  -  -  -  1921  - 

James  Randall  Wellemeyer  -  1951  - 

Mary  K.  Wellemeyer  -  1954  - 

Michael  Charles  Wellemeyer  -  1956  - 


to  At  some  time,  while  tne  Henry  F  Wellemeyer 
family  lived  near  Wapello,  a  Babe  arrived 
as  a  ’still  birth!  ,  Tiiie  child  was  not  named 
bur  buried  privately  by  its  father  in  the 
house  yard  near  their  home, 

I  did  not  know  aeout  this  untill  after  I 
had  started  these  writings,  hence  in  some 
places  I  refer e  to  the  family  as  having 
nine  children  and  in  otners  ten. 
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They  were  married  August  21st,  1847,  in  the  german 
Methodist  Church  at  St  Louis-  Henry  age  25-Catherine  age  20. 

They  farmed  for  three  years  near  St  Charles  in  Warren 
County  Missouri,  Here  Lisetta  Matilda  was  born  Aug. 12. 1846. 
and  Frank  Henry  was  born  December  11.1849. 

THE  MEXICAN  WAR,  in  which  the  U.S.Ao  got  possession 
of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  and  California,  was  a 
short  war.  In  order  to  raise  an  army  of  volunteers 
in  a  hurry  for  General  Winfield  Scott,  The  Congress 
of  the  United  States  offered  certain  lands,  in  Iowa, 
just  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  FREE  -  a  farm  to 
each  volunteer  who  joined  the  army,  there  was  however 
a  condition  that  tne  farm  be  occupied. 

The  war  ended  in  1848  and  many  of  the  soldier  boys 
were  eager  to  sell  their  right  to  the  land. 

Adolph  Fiegenbaum , the  ‘Truck  Gardener ' mentioned  elsewhere 
herein,  and  a  Mr  Winter,  hustled  up  to  Wapello,  Louisa 
County  Iowa,  about  200  miles  north  of  St  Louis,  on  the 
river,  and  traded  around  until  they  got  ahold  of  some 
of  this  land,  at  $3.50  per  acre  and  less. 

Thus,  in  1850,  HENRY  F.WELLEMEYER  28,  his  wife  Catherine  23, 
and  two  children,  took  over  one  of  these  farms  and 
moved  to  Viaoello. 

That  was  raw  prairie  land,  no  buildings,  no  fences, 
they  built  a  log  house,  and  were  forced  to  live  from 
the  land,  Tfrey  put  in  a  good  garden,  they  had  plenty 
of  fuel  from  the  forests  along  the  river,  and  game  was 
plenty  for  meat,  there  were  fish  in  the  river,  in  fact 
they  had  everything  except  money. 

Churches  and  Schools  were  slow  in  getting  started,  and 
Lisetta  was  13,  and  Frank  12,  when  they  finaly  started 
to  school, They  ofcourse  completed  the  six  grades  in  about 
two  winters,  they  brought  their  books  home  every  night, 
so  that  their  mother,  Catherine,  could  brush  up  on  her 
reading  and  writing,  even  tho  she  had  attended  school 
for  a  brief  time  in  StLouis. 

Henry  F.  and  Catherine  Wellemeyer  lived  on  the 
Wapello  farm  for  twenty-five  years  -  1850  to  1875. 
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The  first  fifteen  years  were  sucessful  years,  and  with 
tne  help  of  tne  children,  tue  farm  was  built  up  and 
they  were  prosperous.  Then  earns  the  Civil  War,  and 
after  that  the  'Hard  Times'  when  the  price  of  farm 
products  dropped  below  cost  of  production, 
and  conditions  remained  bad  until  1  they  moved  away 
ten  yearB  later. 

However, they  had  lived  from  the  land  when  they  started 
farming,  and  without  much  fuss,  they  did  it  again, 

The  family  had  everything  except  money. 

In  about  187C,  Adolph  and  Christine  Fiegenbaum  sold 
their  land  near  Wapello  and  retired,  making  their 
home  with  their  daughter  Catherine  and  ner  husband 
Henry  F  Wellemeyer.  Adolph  was  70,  and  Christine  was  74, 
at  tne  time  of  their  retirement.  It  was  the  following 
year  tnat  Christine  diet!  and  was  buried  in  a  rural 
cemetery  nearby. 

In  1875.,  The  Henry  -F  Wellemeyer  Family  sold  their  farm, 
and  taking  Adolph  with  them,  moved  by  rail  to  earner, 
Hancock  County  Iowa, 

Tnet^  built  a  comfortable  home  on  a  ten  acre  tract  on 
tne  west  edge  of  town,  and  H« nry  F  Wellemeyer  started 
a  Lumber  business,  hie  16  yen v  old  son  Edward  was  his 
heloer.  Times  were  still  hur-i,  and  our  kind-hearted 
Grandpa,  extended  credit  a  bit  too  freely,  soon  he  had 
too  much  money  <  n  the  books,  and  being  out  of  funds, 
sold  out  at  a  l  ms. 

I  must  add  in  fairness  to  Henry  F  Wellemeyer,  that 
hie  exr^erience  in  trie  Lumber  business  was  valuable 
to  him.  It  made  him  sharper  in  his  busines  dealings 
on  the  farm,  and  no  doubt  was  worth  all  it  cost. 

He  then  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  next  west  from 
Garner,  rented  two  or  more  quarter  sections  of  grassland, 
and  went  back  into  tne  farming  business.  Tnree  of  his 
sons  were  living  at  home.  Edward-George  -Charles. 

For  about  twenty  years  he  farmed  the  eighty  acres, 
also  managed  a  herd  of  cattle  on  the  rented  grassland, 
raised  hogs,  fed  steers,  kept  Bulls  and  Stalione  for 
the  convenience  of  neighboring  farmers,  milked  a 
string  of  cows  and  was  generaly  prosperous. 

Our  Grandpa  WAS  a  farmer. 

(  See  Arthur  Wellemeyer  story  on  herding  cattle) 
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THEIR  CHILDREN. 

As  stated  before,  this  couple  was  marr ied , Aug. 21.1847. 
when  Henry  was  25  and  Catherine  was  20  years  old. 
and  during  the  next  23  years,  1847  to  1870, 
they  became  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
one  died  at  birth  and  nine  survived. 

Six  sons  and  three  daughters,  listed  in  order  of  birth: 

1  -  LISETTA  MATILDA  -----  -  1848  -  1925  -  77  yrs. 

married  to  Geo. E. Minden ,  a  Kansas  rancher. 

2  -  FRANK  HENRY  1849  -  1909  -  59|  yrs. 

a  methodist  minister  and  farmer. 

3  -  WILLIAM  HENRY  -------  1852  -  1930  -78  yrs. 

retail  hardware  dealer. 

4  -  AMELIA  CATHERINE  ------  1854  -1930  -  76  yrs. 

married  Julius  Neumann,  merchant  and  politician. 

5  -  HENRY  FREDERICK  (  called  H.Fred.)  1857  -  1917  -  60  yrs. 

an  accountant  and  mgr  of  lumber  yard. 

6  -  EDWARD  ERNEST  -------  1859  -  1931  -  72  yrs. 

a  dairy  farmer. 

7  -  MARIE  WILHELMINA  ------  1862  -  1976  -  74  yre. 

married  Geo. B. Addicks ,  college  president. 

8  -  GEORGE  LEONARD  -------  1865  -  1932  -  67  yre. 

a  newspaper  editor  and  printer. 

9  -  CHARLES^  LEWIS  -------  1870  -  1946  -  76  yrs. 

college  professor,  taught  latin  and  german. 

All  of  tne  children  were  born  near  Wapello,  Louisa  County 
Iowa, EXCEPT  tne  first  two  -Lisetta  and  Frank  -  who  were 
born  in  Warren  County  Missouri,  near  St  Charles. 

All  of  tne  nine  children  are  now  dead  and  gone  (1955) 

Lisetta  Matilda  lived  the  longest  -  -  77  years. 

Frank  Henry  was  the  youngest  to  go  -  -  59-J-  years. 

Average  age  at  death  - 

The  Men  -  68  years  and  7  months. 

The  Women  -  75  years  and  8  months. 
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4jenty  7.  and  @atltellne  U/ellemeyet 

"Taken  -@uguit  2  hi,  1897 


WILLIAM  H. 

Age  45 


FRANK  H. 

Age  48 


AMELIA  NEUMANN 

Age  43 


H.  FRED 
Age  40 


MARIE  ADDICKS 

Age  35 


EDWARD  M. 

Age  38 


GEORGE  L 

Age  32 


LISETTA  MINDEN 

Age  49 


CHARLES  L 

Age  27 
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GOLDEN  WEDDING 


Relatives  and  friends  gathered  on  Saturday  August . 21 • 1897 , 
at  the  home  of  Henry  Frederick- Wellemeyer ,are  75,  and  wife 
the  former  Catherine  Elizabeth  Fiegenbaum ,age  70  yeare 
in  honor  of  their  50th  wedding  aniversary. 


There  were  42  members  of  the  family  present,  and  fifty 
dear  friends  of  the  couple  from  the  town  and  countryside. 
During  the  fifty  years  of  their  married  life,  this  couple 
lived  in  only  three  communities,  namely: 

3  years  near  St  Charles  Mo.  -  Warren  County. 

25  yeare  near  Wapello  Iowa  -  Louisa  County. 

22  years  in  Garner  Iowa  -  -  Hancock  County. 


The  festivities  began  at  11  A.M.  with  a  short  program 
on  the  lawn  -  This  August  day  was  bright  and  hot. 

A  Talk,  by  Rev. Frank .H. Wellemeyer 
Stories,  by  August  Beinke  of  St  Louis 
•The  Home  Coming1  an  original  poem 
given  by  the  author  Chas. L. Wellemeyer . 

After  which  everyone  shook  hands  with  the  honored  couple. 


Next,  the  local  photographer  appeared  with  his  gigantic 
camera,  and  after  much  fussing,  took  the  family  picture. 

The  wedding  dinner  was  served  in  the  residence  to  ninty 
or  more  guests,  It  was  just  a  bit  later  than  the  usual 
hour  for  the  noon  meal,  The  children  were  so  hungry, 
that  they  rushed  past  their  elders,  hoping  to  be  fed 
first  -  they  were. 

Of  their  nine  children,  all  were  present  except  two: 

Lisetta  Mathilda,  their  first  born,  could  not  attend 
but  her  son  Edward  Minden  came  to  represent  the  fami  iy 
who  lived  in  the  state  of  Idaho.  And  William  H. Wellemeyer 
of  Wvmore  Nebr ,  their  third  child  was  also  absent. 

List  of  GIFTS  - 

Fifty  Dollars  in  Gold-  -  -  The  Children 

Fifty  Dollars  in  Gold  -  -  Mr  &  Mrs  Aug. Beinke,  St  Louis 

Gold  Coffee  Spoons,  1  doz.  Mr  &  Mrs  Phillip  Lauf ,  St  Louie 

Two  Gold  Table  Spoons  Mr  &  Mrs  Hy  Voestman,  St  Louis 

China  Dinner  Set  -  The  Grand  Children 

Gift  of  Money  -  Rev.&  Mr s . H.R. Fiegenbaum ,  Sioux  City  I 

Gift  of  Money  -  Rev.&.  Mrs  Carl  Sciiuldt,  Garner  Iov;a 

Some  Dishes  -  Rev.&  Mrs.G.Haefner ,  Klemme  Iowa 

Gift  of  Money  -  Rev.&  Mrs  Carl  Schuler,  Garner  Iowa 

The  following  families  brought  remember ances : 

C.H.Gove  -  Wm. Schneider  -  August  Grunz  -  Chas  Schroeder  - 
W.C. Wells  -  Adam  Schneider  -  Mother  Katter  -Louis  Abele  - 
H .  T.  Schijiei  der  -  John  Ulrich. 
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Personal  data  concerning  - 


HENRY  FREDERICK  WELLEMEYER.  L '  ,M1  * 
He  -was  born  in  Prussia  Germany,  Dec. 15.1822.  the  second  of 
four  sons  born  to  Mathew  Wellemeyer  (See  Mathew  8tory) 
the  maiden  name  of  hie  mother  was  'Voestman' 


In  Germany  he  completed  hie  common  school  education, 
attended  church  with  his  parents,  and  became  a  member 
of  the  Luthern  Church  by  comf irmation. 

He  came  from  'Farm  People'  at  least  his  father  and  his 
father's  father  were  farmers  before  him.  And  in  Prussia 
every  male  was  trained  to  be  a  soldier,  this  military 
training  commenced  at  age  20,  and  continued  four  years. 

My  Grandfather,  Henry  F. Wellemeyer ,  in  1841  age  19, 
sneaked  out  of  gerraany,  alone,  to  avoid  wasting  four 
years  in  the  german  army.  A  slow  sailing  ship  took  him 
to  New  Orleans,  then  by  river  boat  he  proceeded  to 
St  Louis  Missouri,  here  he  found  employment  in  a  boiler 
factory,  where  he  worked  for  maybe  five  years. 

The  german  police  were  looking  for  him,  hence  he  did  not 
write  home  until  after  he  recieved  his  U. 8. Citizenship 
Papers.  After  whioh  he  wrote  home  and  refunded  the 
passage  money  to  his  father. 

His  height  was  5'  -  8", stocky  build,  weight  about  175, 
his  hair  was  dark  brown  as  was  his  beard,  no  tendency 
tward  baldness,  hie  eyes  hazel,  well  apart  and  medium 
large,  large  generous  ear6,  strong  nose  but  not  prominent, 
wore  8-^  shoe  as  for  length  but  the  foot  was  wide, 
his  teeth  were  good,  at  the  time  of  his  death, age  77, 
he  had  all  of  hie  natural  teeth,  and  they  were  sound 
except  ft>r  one  filling. 

Henry  F. Well emeyer ,  ae  I  remember  him  (he  was  age  68) 
was  a  man  of  model  habits,  he  did  not  use  tobacco  neither 
did  he  drink,  enjoyed  his  meals  very  much,  but  was  a  light 
eater,  used  to  caution  me  not  to  eat  fast  and  admonished 
me  to  always  quit  eating  while  it  still  tasted  good. 

I  marveled  at  the  cleanliness  of  the  man,  his  face  was 
clean,  his  beard  trimmed,  his  nails  short,  hie  boots  were 
cleaned  every  night  and  frequently  oiled,  If  a  button 
came  off  from  his  jacket  he  laid  it  aside,  If  his  trousers 
were  torn  he  wore  another  pair. 
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One  day  I  mentioned  to  him  that  the  pony  which 
I  rode  herding  cattle  was  getting  thin,  wnile  the 
‘mounts1  which  the  other  men  rode  into  town  were 
often  slick  and  well  groomed. 


“I  am  pleased,  said  Grandpa,  that  you  noticed  that 
and  if  you  will  notice  a  little  more,  your  horse  too 
can  have  that  well  fed,  well  groomed  look. 

The  fellows  with  the  nice  horses  seldom  run  them  as 
fast  as  they  will  go" •  And  he  explained  to  me  that 
people,  like  horses,  should  work  and  play  in  moderation, 
and  that  horses  snould  be  kept  well  groomed,  And  that 
men  should  keep  their  boots  clean  and  their  clothes 
in  repair. 


THE  CANE  - 

Henry  F.Wellemeyer  always  carried  a  cane,  not  that  he 
was  lame,  but  every  man  who  buys  and  sells  cattle  must 
have  a  cane.  It  seems  that  a  cattle  man  cannot  think 
clearly  or  profoundly,  unless  he  leans  on  a  cane. 

Thus  the  cane  has  become  the  ‘Symbol1  or  the  ‘Radge* 
of  all  cattlemen. 


Grandfather  would  buy  small  lots  of  cattle  anytime 
thru-out  the  year,  often  from  farmers  who  were  short 
of  feed,  these  purchased  cattle  varied  greatly  in  quality. 

In  the  fall  of  the  year,  other  farmers  would  come  to 
buy  a  bunch  of  20  or  more  for  their  feed  lots, 
which  Grandfather  was  glad  to  sell. 

The  best  of  these  purchased  steers  were  sorted  out 
and  put  into  Grandfathers  'feed  lot1 

He  would  .walk  around  among  his  fattening  cattle,  lean 
on  his  cane  deep  in  thought,  thinking  when  and  how  he 
should  change  their  ration  to  get  the  best  gains  and 
the  nicest  finish. 

And  months  later,  when  the  cattle  were  shipped  to 
Chicago,  they  would  sometimes  'Top*  the  market,  this 
means  that  he  recieved  the  highest  price  per  pound 
paid  for  fat  cattle 'at  Chicago  that  day. 

To  top  the  market  is  perhaps  as  great  an  honor,  and 
herded  to  achive,  than  to  graduate  from  a  College 
with  the  award  of  'Cum  Laude'  m  Thus  tne  reader  will 
understand  how  necessary  and  proper  it  was 
for  Grandfather  to  carry  a  cane. 

-2L- 


i  >  V  r.  tn  »il « •  \;^  a  1  -c  •»»  sr  *\  ,£*t  r  i*W 


T  ■  j  - 

*r.Xf  .:•  «  :  r  oOv  '  ,i  f  •.>  j ou  ,-i  •'  •  r: 


SiTMO  e  f>f  : 

ayi.J  '.  *  t  »  v  "■'<  tac  '  <  ^  •  '•■  iv.r 

*  O  V  T';T.  i  ■  n.  O  <  1  t  9> i 

O,  oak  >  nit  row  3-Y  I  '  :•  -rfclo  fir^>v  «;  : 

r'"3  }  .  C  .0  .  -i:  '  i  i' 

1  ,f  -  !>  fr'xi.  '  rrn  t-  i*  :*ru;o  *  :  .  >•..  -Ijo  * 

bn .3  wiia;,  taaef  S  -t  o$  aoi^  rr  i* »,d.t  sr*n sd  '  •  i.oiie 

oJ  <  eqqr  8  €>ir»* 

.  \  .,  3  o:  ./'■  fit 

:iw  tab  *  ri  e:.„  ei/riT  *  *  obi  s  J  uuO  ic  b’.sifa  d$  iw 
*  t  isqo-  t  me  .  t/  ■  “  ‘Kin  w  Or.  bn  r:  .. ':;i 

•  £  D?. 0  B  XT'.  *r>  Qj  TSi  J-H*-  ilTO  10  i 


//enrij.  Frede-n^h'  We //e  e  j  e  >*• 

- -  ( ^  S^fV^,  ~~ - - 

...  *  K’‘  *  •  .  .  \  ;  .  •*> 

Henry  F. WELLEMEYER ,  was  a  member  of  the  German  Methodist 
Church,  and  a  member  of  the  church  board  at  Garner, 

He  attended ' regularly ,  was  not  what  you  would  call  a 
shouting  methodiet,  the  part  of  the  church  service  which 
he  enjoyed  the  most  was  the  congregational  singing, 
he  had  a  tenor  voice. 

While  I  lived  with  them,  my  grandmother  was  determined 
to  teach  me  to  knit  socks,  I  disliked  knitting  and  told 
her  that  knitting  was  women's  work,  and  that  I  intended 
become  a  farmer,  like  Grandpa,  raise  hogs,  feed  cattle 
and  things  like  that.  "Yes  I  know"  said  Grandma,  but 
someday  you  will  be  a  soldier  and  go  to  war,  and  lay 
in  the  snow  with  thin  socks  and  freeze  your  feet,  you 
must  learn  to  knit." 

I  noticed  that  Grandfather  had  trouble  reading  and  writing 
by  the  light  of  a  kerosene  light  -  So  to  get  away  from 
Grandma,  I  coaxed  him  to  let  me  read  the  Des  Moines  Register 
to  him  and  write  from  his  dictation. 

TBharhe  rescued  me  from  this  awful  situation,  and  he  and 
I  discussed  politics  and  other  news  items  together. 

Among  other  things,  I  learned  that  the  Republican  party 
was  the  beet  for  us  farmers,  (Ha-ha)  Grandpa  said  so. 

Grandfather  was  chairman  of  the  Concord  Twp.  Trustees, 

and  he  ulanted  the  evergreen  trees  in  the  Concord  Cemetery, 

which  still  beautify  the  old  part  of  this  burial  ground. ( 1955) 

Henry  F.Wellemeyer  died  August  12th  1899,  age  77  years. 

(This  was  six  years  after  I  had  lived  with  them) 

The  cause  of  death  was  given  as' Mitral  Regurgitation* 

His  son  Frank  Henry  was  with  him  and  nursed  him  for 
five  months  prior  to  his  passing. 

The  funeral  service  was  held  on  the  shady  and  spacious 
lawn  at  their  residence,  conducted  by  Rev. H.R. Fiegenbaum 
castor  at  Garner,  and  the  Rev. E„ W. Henke  Dist.Supt. 

The  family  organ  was  placed  on  the  front  porch, 

hymn  books  were  distributed  and  all  joined  in  the  singing, 

The  service  was  in  the  german  language,  the  Obituary  was 
read  in  englieh, 

I  do  not  have  a  copy  of  the  obituary,  but  I  attended  the 
service.  The  six  sons  acted  as  pall  bearers,  and  burial 
was  made  in  the  Concord  Cemetery  near  Garner  Iowa. 

The  man  was  well  known  and  the  service  largely  attended. 
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Pereonal  data  concerning  - 


CATHERINE  ELIZABETH  FIEGENBAUM  WELLEMEYER 
wife  of  Henry  F  IVellerneyer  , 


She  wee  born  Oct  6th  1627,  in  Prussia  Germany, 
the  third  and  the  smallest  of  el/  children  horn  to 
Adoloh  and  Christine  Fiegenbaum,  (See  Fiegenbaum  story) 

In  her  sixth  year  ,  1864,  the  family  migrated  to  America, 
and  settled  in  Warren  County  Missouri,  where  her  father 
was  a  'truck  gardener1,  and  later  the  Fiegenbeums  moved 
to  a  farm  near  Wapello  Iowa. 

Catherine  was  64  years. old  when  I  first  came  to  live 
with  them,  her  hair  was  medium  brown,  straight  and  thin 
on  top,  with  a  braid  rolled  up  in  the  back,  her  eyes 
were  blue  and  well  apart. 


8he  was  'Little  but  Active', had  a  tremendous  capacity 
for  getting  work  done,  was  eager,  optomistic  and  enjoyed 
it  all. 

She  was  strong  mentaly,  a  clear  thinker,  a  leader,  always 
knew  exactly  what  she  was  doing  and  why.  And  folks  just 
naturaly  follow  a  person  who  'knows'.  She  inherited  a 
talent  from  the  Fiegenbaums,  she  could  always  remember 
what  she  knew  at  just  the  time  she  needed  to  know  it. 

To  say  that  she  was  religously  inclined  is  putting  it 
mild,  she  was  SPIRITUAL?  GIFTED  -  a  sort  of  sixth  sense  - 
A  spiritual  power  -  She  daily  communed  with  her  God  in 
prayer.  Maybe  you  could  call  it  'Useing  the  Sub-consciome 
mind',  some  might  call  it  a  women's  intuition. 

Whatever  it  was  she  had  it  in  ABUNDANCE. 

Let  me  give  you  two  illustrations: 

1st  -  In  the  fall  of  1891,  while  I  was  living  wiu  them, 
Grandmotner ,  one  day,  came  into  my  bedroom  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  woke  me  up  and  said  "I  did  not  sleep  well 
last  night,  thinking  about  my  daughter  Lisetta  in  Kansas, 

I  feel  they  are  in  deep  trouble,  wont  you  hurry  down  to 
the  depot  and  see  if  there  is  a  telegram  for  me?" 


The  depot  opened  early  because  of  an  early  morning  train, 
and  there  it  was  a  telegram  for  Grandmother,  and  the  mesaag 
disclosed  that  Geo. E. Minden ,  Lisetta's  husband,  had  been 
killed  by  lightning  the  previous  afternoon. 
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The  above  happening  ie  true,  and  I  still  cannot  believe 
that  it  was  merely  a  coincident,  Oould  it  be  that  the 
sub-conscious  raindas  of  the  mother  and  her  daughter, 
somehow  operated  on  the  same  wave  length,  so  that  when 
the  daughter  was  deeply  troubled  it  disturbed  the  mother? 
No  doubt,  someday,  science  will  untangle  the  phenomenon 
of  mental  telepathy. 


2nd  -  Grandmother  at  Prayer  Meeting; 

During  the  20  weeks  of  the  herding  season,  I  did  not  get 
to  church  on  Sunday,  however,  I  was  commanded  to  attend 
the  Wednesday  night  prayer  meeting  at  the  church  ,  with 
the  family. 

The  Minister  would  lead  the  congregation  in  a  song  or  two 
read  scripture,  then  everybody  knelt,  while  one  after 
another  of  the  ‘laymen1, led  in  prayer,  mostly7  steriotyped 
8 tuff  given  in  a  monotone. 

But,  when  Grandmother  ‘let  loose1  in  prayer  that  was 
different,  she  began  low  and  slowly  developed  her 
'word  picture1  then  as  her  voice  grew  stronger,  she 
would  ‘lay  it  on  the  line*  for  the  sinner  and  plead 
with  all  of  us  to  turn  to  the  Lord, right  now,  while 
he  could  still  be  found,  -  She  was  never  at  a  loss  for 
the  right  word,  and  would  cast  an  almost  hypnotic  spell 
over  the  audience.  8he  was  eloquent  and  passionate 
in  her  appeal,  and  beat  any  Evangelist  or  any  pulpit  man, 
that  I  ever  heard  in  the  75  years  of  my  life. 

I  mention  this  as  an  illustration  of  her  spiritual  gifts, 
8he  would  just  sort  of  dip  down  into  her  sub-conscious 
mind  and  there  it  was. 

A  PIONEER  DOCTOR  - 

It  was  in  1870,  that  the  Milwaukee  Railroad  extended  its 
tracks  from  Clear  Lake  westward  thru  the  state  of  Iowa, 
and  as  soon  as  the  rails  were  laid  as  far  west  as  Algona, 
they  started  running  trains.  The  first  Passenger  Train 
to  stop  at  Garner  was  in  the  fall  of  1870. 


And  then  beginning  in  the  spring  of  1871,  the  little 
freight  trains  started  bringing  in  emigrant  cars, 
moving  families,  who  were  seeking  new  homes  on  the 
fertile  prairie  lands  of  Hancock  County  Iowa. 

The  Norwegion  People  settled  at  Forest  City. 

The  Bohemian  People  selected  farms  near  Duncan. 

And  the  German  People,  wanting  to  live  near  other  german 
speaking  people,  chose  farms  in  Liberty  Township, 
where  they  later  built  a  German  Methodist  Church. 
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Thus,  in  a  brief  time,  maybe  ten  years,  fifty  new 
families  moved  onto  farms  in  Liberty  Township,  and 
the  Garner  community  was  being  settled  bat  the  same  time. 

These  new  families  were  mostly  young  neople,  Some  were 
Newly-weds,  they  built  humble  homes,  some  with  dirt  floors, 
They  were  in  debt  to  the  Money-Lenders. 

And  then  the  most  natural  thing  began  to  happen, 

into  the  homes  of  these  happy  and  courageous  young  people, 

Babies  were  born  -  Many  Babies  -  Gifts  from  the  Gods. 

Thus,  there  was  an  immediate  need  for  Doctors, 
but  no  licensed  Physician  opened  up  anoffice  in  Garner  until 
many  years  later.  And  the  entire  first  generation  of  these 
oioneer  children  were  born  without  an  M. D.  in  attendance. 

How  did  they  manage? 

There  were  two  women  living  in  our  community,  who  had  the 
job  of  DOCTOR  forced  onto  them  by  popular  demand.  They  were; 
Mrs  Joachim  Schuldt,  near  Klemme,  and 
Mrs  Henry  F. Wellemeyer ,  living  in  Garner  Iowa. 

MRS  JOACHIM  SCHULDT,  moved  to  Liberty  Township,  near  Klemme 
in  1878,  age  36,  was  the  mother  of  several  children. 

She  had  completed  six  years  of  nurse's  training  in  Germany, 
this  training,  together  with  natural  ability,  fitted  her 
to  serve  as  Doctor  to  the  families  of  the  Klemme  Community, 
for  a  decade  or  more  before  a  regular  M.D.  located  here, 
she  confined  ner  practice  strictly  to  'Baby  Cases' 
and  the  customary  fee  was  five  dollars. 

MRS  HENRY  F. WELLEMEYER , came  to  Garner  Iowa  in  1875, age  48. 
she  was  tl?e  mother  of  nine  children,  a  clear  thinker 
with  natural  ability,  During  her  pioneer  years  at  Wapello 
she  gained  experience,  by  doctoring  her  own  children  and 
those  of  her  neighbors,  thus,  she  was  the  logical  choice 
of  the  pioneer  families  in  the  Garner  area. 

As  a  true  deciple  of  the  'Great  Physician'  she  went  about 
from  home  to  home,  doing  good  and  healing  the  sick,  both 
young  and  old,  and  took  as  her  recompense,  whatever  the 
pioneer  could  pay.  She  was  indeed  a  MOTHER  to  her  people, 
and  was  affectionately  called  'Mother  Wellemeyer1. 

Her  supplies  came  from  a  firm  of  Doctors  in  StLouis  Mo. 
with  whom  she  was  personal;/  acquainted,  and  thru  them 
she  obtained  some  medical  books,  She  had  an  open  mind 
and  was  willing  to  learn  from  anyone.  She  even  visited 
the  Winnebago  Indians  near  Forest  City,  from  whom  she 
acquired  various  roots,  herbs  and  barks,  with  which 
she  experimented,  useing  them  on  herself  in  small  doses. 
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Among  the  many  items  used  by  the  Indians, 

I  seem  to  remember  just  a  few;  - 

Slipery  Elm  Bark  -  Oak  bark  -  Sassafras  leaves  - 

Golden  rod  roots  -  Oatnip  leaves  -  Peneroyal  leaves  - 

Hops  -  Flax  seed  -  Senna  leaves  -  Bay  leaves  -  Dill  - 

Sun  flower  seeds  -  Bees  wax  and  Honey-  Tobacco-  Sulphur  etc. 

Mutton  Tallow  was  used  as  a  base  for  salves(  no  vasoline). 

rV-T-  .  •.  ,v  •  •;  •  ' 

The  DOG  DAYS,  July  20,  to  August  31,  gave  the  pioneer  families 
a  ruff  time.  Often  the  housewife  would  assist  with  the 
field  work  such  as  haying  and  harvest,  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  hire  extra  help,  and  besides  they  had  no  money. 

.  '  .  .  ,r.  i  ■■  ' 

Thu6,  while  everybody  worked  from  sun  to  sun,  there  was 
little  time  left  to  do  up  the  housework,  Maybe  it  was  tim*» 
to  wean  the  baby,  and  the  older  children  would  slip  the 
young  fellow  a  bottle  of  sour  milk  now  and  then. 

The  next  thing  we  knew,  Mother  Welleraeyer  was  called, 
the  baby  had  summer  complaint  -  many  died. 

Now  then  said  Mother  Wellemeyer ,  bring  up  a  healthy 
gentle  cow,  and  stake  her  near  the  house,  In  the  Road  cart 
Mother  Wellemeyer  carried  a  sack  full  of  new  tin  cups, 

She  gave  each  child  a  tin  cup,  so  that  they  could  help 
themselves  by  milking  a  cup  full  of  milk  from  the  cow 
whenever  they  wished,  its  better  for  them  than  sour  milk, 
and  even  better  for  them  than  water  from  our  shallow  wells. 
I’ll  wait  right  herewhile  you  fetch  the  cow. 

1  .  * 

Reader  please  notice;  She  didnt  say  ‘Better  attend  to  this 
when  you  have  time1  Hack  no  -  the  Little  Doctor  Lady  said 
•Go  fetch  that  Cow1,  and  everybody  knew  that  she  would 
stay  right  there  until!  the  cow  appeared  and  was  staked 
out  in  th^  yard ,,  even  if  it  took  till  domsday. 

Then  duwing  'DOG  DAYS' , the  hams , shoulders ,  and  side  pork, 
Which  had  been  prepared  maybe  in  Feb.  or  March  by  pickeling 
and  smoking,  would  begin  to  taste  stale,  and  sometimes 
start  to  spoil  a  bit  around  the  bone.  If  they  kept  on 
eating  this  partly  spoiled  meat,  someone  in  the  family 
would  get  very  sick,  uaualy  the  head  of  the  house. 

Mother  Wellemeyer  then,  had  a  case  of  'Ptomain  poison' 
to  deal  with.  -  These  are  wicked  germs,  and  sometimes 
its  either  kill  or  cure  in  a  matter  of  hours. 

S 

i  , 

Then  she  would  order  the  spoiled  meat  thrown  out,  and 
sent  someone  to  town  to  buy  two  or  three  lambs.  You  must 
eat  mutton  during  all  of  the  month  of  August. 

Kill  and  dress  a  lamb  in  the  evening,  next  morning  put 
the  entire  lamb  in  the  oven  and  roast  it,  this  will  give 
you  good  eating  for  two  or  three  days,  and  then  the 
inter  larding  of  the  tallow  in  the  mutton  is  cooling 
and  healing  to  the  bowels. 
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She  had  advised  the  Live  Stock  Dealers  in  Garner  to  always 
have  Lambs  on  hand  in  August,  they  were  glad  to  cooperate. 

She  was  forever  .telling  her.  patients  about  •Hygenic  Cooking’ 
what  to  eat,  what  to  raise  in  the  garden  etco  And  told 
everybody  to  raise  a  few  sheep  every  year,  so  that  they 
could  eat  mutton  in  August.  August  she  said,  was  the  month 
for  bowell  trouble.  Let  the  field  work  suffer  if  need  be, 
the  well  being  of  your  family  should  always  come  first. 

Our  Grandfather,  Henry  t  Wellemeyer,  was  moderate  in  all 
things,  but  he  worried  about  our  Grandmother,  she  was 
working  too  hard,  and  he  did  everything  he  could  to  make 
things  easier  for  her,  at  his  ins istanca  grandmother  hired 
a  girl  to  attend  to  the  routine  household  duties,  and  he 
also  hired  a  local  wagon  maker  to  build  a  two  wheeled  cart 
for  her  use,  all  the  iron  work  was  done  by  himself. 

Notice  the  high  back  of  the  seat,  ssbo^hat  grandmother 
could  sleep  on  the  way  home,  good  springs,  wheels  slightly 
taller  than  buggy  wheels,  quite  a  large  box  under  the  seat 
to  hold  her  grip  and  equipment ,  blankets  and  slicker  robe 
these  were  folded  and  placed  on  the  seat.  -  a  lantern 
to  hang  under  the  seat  was  provided.  A  young  black 
hambletonian  mare  was  trained  to  pull  the  cart. 


The  drawing  herewith,  shows  a  cross  section  of  the  rig, 
it  is  not  too  good  (My  hand  shakes)  is  not  drawn  to  scale, 

but  will  give  the  reacted  some  iu  i  of  the  outfit. 


Grandfather  Geir'i  a  driver  with  Mother  Wellemeyer  on  all 
night  calls,  in  r  eon  Charles  had  been  doing  this,  but  in 
1892  the  job  wac  turned  over  to  me*  I  was  12,  Charles  was22, 
and  Mother  Wellomey  a.  was  65,  and  had  been  serving  the 
community  as  Doctor  for  17  years  -  Her  Job  was  heavy. 


She  did  so  wish  that 
A  Doctor  3m it h  t r i e d 


an  M. D. would  locate  in  Garner, 
it ,  but  he  was  a  drunk  and  never 
got  started,  A  Dr  Schneider  came, 
just  out  of  College,  no  experience, 

Mother  Wellemeyer  had 
to  train  him  to  do  the 
t \  j  ob , 
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while  he  was  a 
X  bright  young  man* 
vf  it  took  years  to 

going. 


get 


him 


-3  2  - 


T*  f  t  t-  f 


jJ  t  •'%*  91:JW  v  ‘I 


.  i  s  yi  .  1  i 


r  *xe  itomi  "•■■  ■  .  \  t  o  •;!  *  i 

'  T  ,  »  •*  v  ;  ?  • 

•  1  l : 

y^oxT'i  bflui  > . 

■Jifd  x 

"  r  ^  *.  Vi  xv"  Eiilff.  :  ■  *  tc  .V  :r.‘.u  J/A 


One  evening  as  I  brought  in  the  herd  from  the  grassland, 
Grandfather  explained,  that  Mother  Wellemeyer  had  been 
out  on  a  'Baby  case'  most  of  the  day  and  was  now  taking 
a  nap,  with  instructions  to  call  her  at  exactly  7:30  PM. 
when  I  was  to  drive  her  11  miles  south  west  to  a  farm 
home  where  a  man  had  broken  a  leg*  -  Grandfather  had 
instructed  the  man  who  brought  the  call,  to  hang  a  lantern 
on  the  gate  post  to  guide  us,  and  that  we  would  arrive 
at  about  9:30  PM. 

For  the  first  four  miles  we  had  a  graded  dirt  road,  then 
we  turned  off  on  a  diaginal  trail,  which  ran  from  one 
farm  place  to  another  for  miles,  making  detours  around 
the  sloughs  and  keeping  mostly  to  the  higher  ground, 
the  farther  we  went,  the  fainter  the  trail,  finaly  we 
saw  a  gleam  of  light  maybe  two  miles  away. 

We  were  there  at  nine  o'clock. 

The  patient,  a  man  of  40,  lay  on  a  couch  too  short  for 
him,  in  some  pain,  considerable  swelling  (not  a  good  sign) 
The  neighbors  were  anxious  to  help,  brought  a  bed  down 
from  up  stairs,  set  it  up,  boards  were  placed  over  the 
ropes  which  usualy  served  as  springs,  Neighbor  ladies 
tufted  the  'husk  tick'  ,  thus  making  a  more  solid  mattress. 

My  job  was  to  bathe  the  patient  with  castile  soap  and 
warm  soft  water  from  the  reservoir  of  the  kitchen  stove. 

Mother  Wellemeyer  was  trying  to  determine  the  extent  of 
the  injury.  The  swelling  made  her  job  difficult.  She 
would  feel  of  the  good  leg  and  then  of  the  bad. 

The  break  was  between  the  knee  and  the  ankle,  The  larger 
bone  was  broken  off,  and  the  smaller  bone  partly  broken. 

The  bones  were  worked  into  place,  splints  were  put  on 
to  hold  them  there,  his  chect  was  bandaged  where  he  had 
a  cracked  rib,  and  after  considerable  more  fussing, 
the  patient  was  conf or  table  and  Mother  Wellemeyer  was 
done  for  the  time  being. 

We  ate  lunch  shortly  after  mid-night  and  then  started 
for  home,  Mother  Wellemeyer  wore  a  heavy  coat  and  a  shawl 
over  her  head,  She  leaned  against  me  and  went  to  sleep. 

The  sky  was  overcast  and  it  felt  like  rain,  no  moon, 
no  stars,  only  the  light  of  our  lantern  which  hung  under 
the  cart. 

After  driving  for  an  hour,  we  cams  to  a  newly  made  haystack 
which  I  did  not  remember  seeing  on  our  way  out.  When  I 
stopped  the  horse,  Grandmother  woke  up.  Where  are  we? 
she  asked,  We  picked  up  the  worng  trail  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  back,  and  everything  will  be  alright,  go  on 
back  to  sleep,  I  will  tend  to  the  driving. 

Nope,  said  Grandma,  when  a  person  is  lost  its  best  to  stay 
put  \ill  morning,  we  cant  even  tell  direction  without 
the  s-tare  or  the  moon,  -s  o 
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Grandmother  looked  at  the  big  watch,  which  she  carried 
in  her  hand  bag,  it  was  two  o'clock,  she  wound  up  her 
watch  with  a  key  (it  was  not  a  stem  winder),  rolled  up 
in  a  nice  wool  blanket,  lay  down  on  the  hay  and  went  to 
sleep,  she  could  always  sleep  any  place  and  any  where. 

While  she  slept,  I  put  side  curtains  on  the  cart,  got 
out  the  slicker  robe,  in  case  it  should  rain,  rolled 
up  in  a  horse  blanket,  lay  down  on  the  hay  and  rested, 

I  did  not  sleep  much  because,  after  all  this  whole  mixup 
was  my  mistake. 

I  was  up  at  four,  it  was  clearing  and  day  was  beginning 
to  break,  and  one  could  tell  which  way  was  east, 

I  got  the  horse  and  cart  ready  to  go,  Grandmother rwoke  up, 
and  we  continued  on  our  way,  and  Grandmother  continued 
her  sleep  all  tne  way  home. 

I  helped  with  the  chores,  and  then  it  was  6:30  AM. 
time  to  take  out  the  herd  to  the  grassland 

I  have  told  this  story  with  considerable  detail,  to 
show  the  respons ibiltv  which  fell  on  the  shoulders  of 
that  'Little  Person'  Mother  Wellerneyer, 

There  was  no  hospital  to  go  to,  and  no  other  doctor 
to  call.  If  the  leg  of  this  patient  had  been  damaged 
beyond  repair,  Mother  Wellerneyer  was  prepared  to  amoutate 
right  then  and  there. 

It  was  just  two  years  after  their  Golden  Wedding  that  her 
husband,  Henry  F  Wellerneyer,  died  August  1899  -  age  77  years 

Henry  F.  as  head  of  the  house  was  calm  and  kindly, 
he  ordered  Catherine  his  wife  to  take  a  snort  nap  after 
each  calif  and  to  save  argument,  and’ please  pa'  she  did 
j us t  that,  altno  maybe  she  was  not  too  tired. 

Henry  F.  and  Catherine  were  a  great  pair,  seemed  to 
understand  each  other  and  make  allowance  for  their  differenc 
in  viewpoint. 

After  the  passing  of  her  husband,  Catherine,  gradualy 
disposed  of  her  property,  broke  up  housekeeping  and  spent 
some  time  visiting  with  the  families  of  her  several  children 

She  made  more  extended  visits  in  the  homes  of  two  of  her 
daughters,  Amelia  Neumann  and  Marie  Addicks,  however  the 
last  few  years  of  her  life  were  spent  in  the  home  of  her 
youngest  son,  Charles  L  Wellerneyer,  at  Warrenton  Missouri 
where  she  died  Feb. 1st  1918,  her  age  91  years. 


5»\\  <s \  J  .  \  if  «|  \ 

—  ....  - - 


•  ■  •;..  * 

f  a  1  j-  o  ?  ,  n :  j: 

* 

J/  -  0  3  arv  -•  id:-  f.TS  '  ~oi  ■  J  r  5a  ■.<•.  T 

o  -c  '  ••  ..  c  n 

bj'  \t  H;  3* 

ot  bo*.--  »*x\  f>  w 

. y*.  '* t  lb  -  no:*  .t  s  ? 

•* 

.">  •  r .  rfa  .  -rev*  ■;.  <*  r .  «.-  >  *  .  rut 3  v  si. 

■f:  .  •.’  t  ni  vTiB/v  Of’brra,^  9  -  ,•  $(-  ,.•  ,,{  . 

a1  x  v&,h  ".l  ,3 Jo  bfcA  9  At  U  .:  »  r.n  if  u  I  - r. A  f  k  in1 

e-  c  tnorf  ant  nJ  ti:  qe  e?:  *,  -111  xa  i  *  o  f^v(  91  j-'  >, ; 


//enri /.  f\  W e/J emeuer* 

— - V-  - — - 


Ihe  had  been  a  widow  for  19  years;  Her  two  eons 
Frank  H.  and  H.Fred.  after  long  lives  of  usefulness 
had  preceeded  her,  her  grandchildren  had  become  grown 

rien  and  women‘  '  1306408 

When  a  person  reaches  age  91,  all  of  the  friends  of  their 
Youth  are  dead  and  gone*  And  so  it  was  with  the  pioneer 
families,  whom  Mother  Wellemeyer  had  served  as  Family 
Physician,  some  were  dead,  others  had  moved  away,  and  the 
few  who  were  still  living  in  the  Garner  area  were  old  men 
and  old  women.  And  the  hundreds  of  Babies  which  she  heloed 
welcome  into  the  world,  were  grown  and  scattered  widely. 


Thus, the  remains  of  Mother  Wellerneyer,  were  brought  back 
to  the  church  which  she  had  helped  build,  to  be  buried 
by  the  grandchildren  of  her  former  friends,  to  lie  beside 
her  husband,  in  the  shade  of  the  evergreen  trees,  which 
he  had  planted  in  the  Concord  Cemetery  near  Garner  Iowa. 


The  modest  gray  casket,  containing  the  light  and 
oody  of  ’Our  Little  Lady1  was  completely  covered 


frail 
with  a 


blanket  of  red  roses,  and  was  easily  carried  by  six  old 
men,  pioneers  of  Liberty  Township.  (Two  younger  men  carried 
the  casket  up  the  church  aisle  and  placed  it  on  trie  pedestals) 


Music  by  the  church  choir,  all  nice  young  people,  but  none 
of  them  had  ever  known  Mother  Wellemeyer. 


Rev. A. Wo  Gauger ,  the  young  pastor  at  Garner,  conducted  the 


service,  a  short  very  proper  routine  talk,  but  no  eulogy 


the  two  front  seats  held  the  relatives: 

The  Ed . Well erneyer  family  of  Garner  Iowa 

Wra.Ho Well emeyer  and  Mrs  Julius  Neumann  of  Wymore  Nebr. 

Charles  L . Wellemeyer  of  Warrenton  Missouri 

George  L. Wellemeyer  of  Harris  Iowa 

Mrs  Ruth  Wellemeyer  Melcner  of  Waverly  Iowa. 

The  Arthur  Wellemeyer  family  of  Klemme  Iowa.. 


A  monument  of  Vermont  Granite  was  erected  in  Concord  Cemetery 
by  Mother  Wellemeyer  shortly  after  the  death  of  her  husband. 
After  her  death,  Mr  and  Mrs  Julius  Neumann,  ordered  her  name 
added  to  the  face  of  the  stone. 


And  as  I  write  this  in  January  1955,  The  nine  children  of 
this  couple  have  also  oassed  on.  And  the  grandchildren  are 
old  men  and n  women, I  a  grandson  am  age  75. 

And,  dear  reader,  this  monument  and  its  inscription,  is  all 
that  you  would  ever  know  about  Henry  F. Wellemeyer  and  his 
wife  Catherine  Elizabeth  Fiegenbaum,  Except  for  the 
foregoing  pages  of  what  I  remember  of  them. 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  write  this  story  -  Arthur  Wellemeyer. 
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HER  LAST  LETTER 


Warrenton  Missouri 
December  25-  1916. 


Dear  Kinder  and  Kindes-K inder 
Friends  and  Everybody: 

I  recieved  your  little  remembrances  and  your  loving 
Christmas  Greetings,  and  they  made  my  heart  glad, 
but  my  body  was  too  weak  to  do  more  than  send  back 
just  a  little  message  of  love  by  the  hand  of  a 
stenographer • 

My  love  is  just  as  strong,  and  my  interest  is  just  as 
great  as  ever,  but  mv  poor  worn  out  old  body,  wwont  let 
even  my  mind  do  what  I  want  it  to  do,  so  I  have  to  send 
my  thanks  and  good  wishes  to  you  by  proxy. 

My  wish  and  my  prayer  is  that  you  may  all  be  happy  this 
glad  time,  and . that  the  Savior  whom  I  have  loved  and 
served  all  my  life,  may  find  you,  each  one,  and  inspire 
you  to  a  life  of  service  and  love  and  joy,  and  that 
His  'peace,  tthe  peace  ithat  pas  set'll  all  understanding  may 
flood  your  hearts  and  minds,  and  abide  with  you  to  the  end, 
even  as  it  is  with  me. 

Believe  me,  my  beloved,  there  is  nothing  in  this  life  apart 
from  this,  that  is  worth  while,  and  it  is  this  that  at 
life’s  sunset  fills  the  sky  with  glorious  colors,  while 
earths  darkening  shadows  threaten  somberness  and  gloom. 

I  wish  I  could  tell  you  more  about  it,  or  do  something  to 
impress  it  more  deeply  upon  you,  but  I  can  only  sit  and 
think  of  you  all,  and  pray.  And  this  I  do  daily, 

God  bless  and  keep  you  all  unto  his  own  good  time. 

I  am  well,  >ho  pitifuly  weak,  and  want  for  no  good  thing, 
even  as  the  good  shepherd  provides  for  his  own, 

My  loving  greetings  to  you  all. 

Your  Mother,  Grandma,  Great-Grandma,  and  Friend. 


Catherine  E  Wellemeyer 


(  a  tracing  of 
her  signature.) 


Copies  of  this  letter  were  sent  to  each  of  us 
by  her  son  Charles  L  Wellemeyer,  she  dictated 
in  german,  and  Charles  wrote  the  translation 


and  read  it  to  her  for  her  OK.  -  She  was  age  89. 
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The  Alittfjen  P^rntlj/ 

Compiled  by  Chester . C. Minden  ,  Nampa  Idaho 
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GEORGE  ERNEST  MI  II  DEN  -  --  --  --  -  1838  -  1891 

his  wife  -  LISETTA  MATILDA  WELLEMEYER  -  -  1843  -  1925 

They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
two  died  as  infants  -  Nine  listed  below: 

j  LILLIE  AMELIA  MINDEN,  (Four  Children)-  -  1870  -  1948 

her  husband  -  JOHN  E  WILLIAMS  -  -  1863  -  1948 

1- Blanche  Elizabeth  Williams  (2)  -  -  1889  - 

husband-Alex.Aug. Segersten  -  -  •-  1888  - 

Frances  Gertrude  Segersten-  1916  -  1916 

Nancianne  Segersten  -  1922  - 

2- Ethel  Lydia  Williams  (single)  -  -  1891  - 


3-Florence  Willard  Williams  - 

— 

1892  -  1892 

4-France  Lillian  Williams  (2) 
husband-  W ill iam.E. Durand  - 
Wm. Edward  Durand 

Mary  Frances  Durand 

—  —  _ 

1893  - 
1891  -  1918 
1916  - 
1918  - 

*  EDWARD  HENRY  MINDEN  ------ 

-6# wif e-Maude  Combs,  (Two  Children) 

maybe 

-1872  -  died 
d  ied 

j  LOUIS  FRANKLIN  MINDEN  -  -  -  -  - 

•3*  wife-  Nellie  Combs,  (Six  Children) 

maybe 

1975  -  died 

n  CHARLES. W. MINDEN  ----- 

7*  wife-Lillie  Davis,  (four  children) 

—  — 

1877  -  1950 
1883  - 

l-'Claris  Lisetta  Minden  (one  child)  -  1904  - 

husband-Owen  Snively  -----  1905  - 

Donna  Lee  Shively  -  1933  - 

2-Frank  E  Minden,  (three  children)  -  -  1907  - 

wife-  Gladys  Longetug  -----  1906  - 

Marlene  Ann  Minden  Fuller  -  1934  - 

Betty  Lou  Minden  -  -  -  1938  - 

Qharles  Earl  Minden  -  1940  - 

3- George  Neal  Minden,  (two  children)  -  1911  - 

wife-  Gene  Sundeen  -----  1916  - 

Monte  Dean  Minden  -  1940  - 

John  Michael  Minden  -  -  1947  - 

4- Katherine  Elaine  Minden(two  child.)  1914  - 

husband-Glenn  E  Heston  -  1913  - 

j.  ^  Gary  Edwin  Heston  -  -  -  1939  - 

»  .  Gail  Annetta  Heston  -  -  1944  - 
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S  GEORGE  ERNEST  MINDEN,  2nd,  (five  children)  1880  -  1942 

'Wife-Mabel  UDdike (Mitziraberg)  -----  1885  - 


1- Ida  Marie  Minden,  married  1925  -  -  1905  - 

husband-Hugh  Barkley, (two  children)  -  1896  - 

Betty  Jane  Barkley  -  1926  - 

husband-Al • Freeman 

child-Cynthia  Marie  Freeman  -  1952  - 
Robert  Earl  Barkley  -  -  -  .  1928  - 

2- Georgia  Aliens  Minden  ,(two  child.)  -  1914  - 

husband-Ernest  Lembke  -----  1911  - 


Marjorie  Allene  Lembke  -  -  1936  - 

Barbara  Lee  Lembke  -  1939  - 

3-tvelyn  Mae  Minden,  married  1933,  -  -  1916  - 

hueband-Lawrence  F  Roskowyh(no  child)  1909  - 


4-George  Ernest  Minden, 6rd,  M.1947,  -  -  1918  - 
wife-Louise  Katherine  Cilor  -  -  1921  - 

Child-Diana  Lynn  Minden  -  -»  1950  - 


5-Bernard  Leroy  Minden,  married  1942  -  1921  -  1945 

wife-Louise  Katherine  Cilor  -  1921  - 

(She  re-married  to  Geo  E  Minden  3rd.) 


ALBERT  A  MINDEN  -  -  -  -  - 

wife  -  Polly  Brook  -  - 

(Two  children  living) 


mevbe 


1884  - 


7  ELSIE  MINDEN  ------  -maybe  1886  - 

'husband-  William  Wesley  Elder  ------ 
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CHESTER  CARL  MINDEN  ------  1887  -) 

wife-  Mary  Elizabeth  ehaw  (three  children)  1889-1S47 
wife-  Florence  Feicht  (nochild)  -  -about  1909- 

1-Mary  Beth  Minden  -  1918  - 


2-  Carl  Shaw  Minden  -----  1922  - 


2- John  Richard  Minden  (single)  -  1924  -  1944 

MINNIE  MAY  MINDEN,  (Two  children)  -  -  1890  -  1950 

husband-Jess  Hedges  -------  1890  - 


1-Bill  Minden  Hedges  -  1918  - 

wife-Marguerite  Cecilia  Wells-  1921  - 
Linda  Louise  Hedges  -  1944  - 


Karen  Sue  Hedges  -  -  1951  - 


2-  Anna  Louise  Hedges(no  child)  -  1921  - 
husband-  Edward  J  white  -  -  -  1916  - 
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LISETTA  MATILDA  WELLEMEYER ,  was  born  August  13-1848, 
on  a  farm  An;  Watren  County  Missouri,  soms  where  between 
StLouis  and  St  Charles,  these  towns  ere  about  twenty 
miles  apart,  8he  was  the  first  of  ten  children  - 
Her  father  -  Henry  Frederick  Wellemeyer  -  -age  26. 

Her  Mother  -Catherine  Elizabeth  Fiegenbaura-  age  21- 

In  1850,  age  2.  her  family  moved  to  a  farm  near  Wapello 
Louisa  County  Iowa,  She  started  to  school  at  tha  age  of  13, 
and  completed  the  first  six  grades  in  two  winters. 

Her  Mother  was  a  great  trainer,  and  all  of  these  children, 
including  Lisetta,  learned  how  to  survive  under  pioneer 
conditions.  Even  to  this  day(l955)  such  knowledge  is 
more  valuable  to  a  person  t  han  a  college  education, 
however  it  is  wise  to  have  both  if  possible. 

And  being  the  eldest  daughter,  Lisetta,  helped  with 
the  training  of  the  younger  children. 

Her  Dad  was  a  calm  man,  and  thought  twice  before  he  acted, 
He  made  few  mistakes  and  was  considered  a  ’safe  leader’ 
among  the  men  of  his  age. 

Her  mother  was  energetic  and  quick  to  act,  and  probably 
made  some  mistakes,  but  being  smart  she  would  seldom 
make  the  same  mistake  twice. 

Lisetta,  while  she  resembled  her  Dad  in  looks,  inherited 
some  of  these  active  traits  from  her  mother  and  grew  up 
to  be  a’positive  charecter ’ and  an  ’extrovert  in  disposition 

I  do  not  have  tne  exact  date,  but  by  comparing  other 
imf ormat ion ^it  must  have  been  in  1869  that  Lisetta  Matilda 
Wellemeyer  age  21,  and  George  Ernest  Minden  age  31,  were 
married . 

The  Mimister  who  married  them  may  have  been  one  of  the 
four  Fiegenbaum  men,  who  were  her  uncles,  or  a  Rev. Winter 
who  was  a  friend  of  the  family  -  All  german  Methodists. 

GEORGE  ERNEST  MINDEN,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  probably 
southern  gerraany,  was  christened  Gottlieb,  but  changed 
it  to  George  on  coming  to  America. 

I  never  met  the  man,  nor  did  I  ever  see  his  photograph. 

I  would  guess  that  he  was  less  than  six  foot  tall. 

(most  of  the  men  from  germany  are  about  5'  -  8") 
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He  was  an  active  man,  weight  about  165,, and  all  muaole, 

His  hair  was  very  dark,  maybe  black,  neat  in  apearance. 

I  wonder  if  he  wore  a  small  black  mustachaT  Men  of  his 
day  did  wear  beards,  but  anything  more  than  a  mustache 
would  have  been  a  nuisance  in  the  warm  state  of  Kansas, 

However,  I  did  meet  two  of  his  sons  -  Edward  and  George  - 
Edward  attended  the  Golden  Wedding  of  his  Wellemeyer 
grandparents  in  1897  at  Garner  Iowa.  He  was  age  23, 
was  less  than  six  foot  tall,  wore  a  small  mustache, 
had  a  lovely  head  of  black  hair. 

My  cousin  George  E  Minden  2nd.  visited  at  Garner  a  year  or 
two  later,  he  was  taller  than  Edward  and  was  large  featured, 
well  muscled  and  seemed  to  be  a  mature  grown  man  at  age  18, 

He  also  had  black  hair. 

Most  of  our  relatives  were  natives  of  Prussia,  which  is 
the  northern  most  province  of  Germany.  These  people  are 
mostly  'Blonds’  blue  eyed  and  fair  complectioned , 
as  you  go  south  in  germany ,  you  find  brown  haired  people 
living  near  Berlin.  And  in  Southern  germany,  next  to  the 
French  border,  the  people  have  black  hair. 

That  is  why  I  guessed  that  George  Ernest  Minden  1st, 
came  from  south  germany. 

Edward  and  George  2nd.  had  clear  oomplections ,  but  had  the 
darkest  hair  of  any  of  the  Henry  F  Wellemeyer  grandchildren. 

This  pair  GEORGE  and  LISETTA,  were  married  in  the  midst  of 
the  financial  depression  which  followed  the  civil  war. 
and  it  seems  that  folks  get  restless  in  a  depression, 
and  want  to  change  employment,  or  move  elsewhere  in  an 
attempt  to  better  their  condition. 

* 

Thus  in  1875,  the  parents  of  Lisetta,  the  Henry  F  wellemeyer 
family, sold  out  at  Wapello  and  moved  to  Garner  Hancock  CO. Ia. 

It  must  have  been  in  1874,  that  George  Minden  age  35, 
his  wife  Lisetta  age  26,  and  their  two  children, 

Lillie  4,  and  Edward  2,  started  out  for  Preston,  Pratt  Co, 
Kansas . 

Their  caravan  considted  of  two  wagons,  four  or  more  horses, 
maybe  a  cow  tied  on  behind  to  provide  milk  for  the  children, 
their  roite  was  probably  thru  Kansas  City,  which  was  about 
290  miles  from  Wapello,  and  then  on  to  Preston,  which  was 
365  miles  more,  -  a  total  of  655  miles. 
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They  would  set  up  a  tent  and  camp  every  evening,  cooked 
their  meal  in  the  open  -  for  meat  prairie  chichene  were 
plentyful,  and  if  they  camped  near  a  river  there  were  ways 
to  catch  fish.  The  live  stock  needed  time  to  eat  grass, 
and  the  children  needed  a  change  from  the  ‘bump- bump’ 
of  the  heavily  loaded  wagons.  With  favorable  weather 
the  trip  would  take  four  weeks  or  maybe  more. 

After  they  had  traveled  two  or  three  days,  the  children 
became  ill,  maybe  it  was  measels  or  some  other  childs 
sickness,  Aunt  Lisetta  told  me  she  carried  first  one 
sick  youngster  and  then  the  other,  day  after  day,  on 
foot  back  of  the  wagon,  in  fact,  she  said,  she  walked 
thru  the  entire  state  of  Missouri. 

From  Kansas  City  on,  the  children  were  well  again, 
ard  the  trip  was  uneventual  until  they  reached  their 
destination,  their  farm  near  Preston  Kansas. 

They  built  a  tempory  dwelling,  maybe  a  ‘Sod  House' 
or  a  'Tar  Paper  Shack*.  Later  of course,  they  built 
a  comfortable  frame  house,  and  numerous  sheds  and  barns, 
but  in  the  beginning  it  was  necessary  to  get  a  lot  of 
plowing  done,  so  that  they  would  have  a  crop  of  wheat 
to  harvest  the  next  year. 

Luck  was  with  them  for  sixteen  years,  crops  were  good 
and  prices  fair,  and  with  young  folks  growing  up  the 
family  prospered.  They  added  to  their  acres  from  time 
to  time  until  they  held  title  to  twelve  quarter  sectiom  s 
of  land.  And  their  herds  of  cattle  increased  in  numbers. 

Then,  double*trouble  struck  the  family,  namely; 

The  tragic  death  of  the  father, 

And  a  prolonged  drouth. 

THE  TRAGEDY  - 

Date  June  26-1891,  harvest  time. 

It  had  been  a  hot  day  -and  everybody  speeded  up  a  bit 
so  that  they  could  get  a  wheat  stack  completed,  before 
it  rained,  Black  clouds  from  the  north-west  had  been 
'banking  Up'  since  noon, and  were  slowly  moving  overhead. 

George  E  Minden  let.  was  on  the  stack,  and  the  last  load 
had  been  pitched  up  to  him  so  that  he  could  put  a  nice 
top  on  the  stack,  the  job  was  just  completed,  and  then 
the  storm  broke,  George  slid  down  the  stack  into  the 
'header  wagon',  and  just  as  he  landed,  a  direct  stroke 
of  lightning  hit  and  killed  him  instantly  (age  52  -  9  -  19) 
this  bolt  of  electricity  then  followed  the  wagon  reach 
and  the ' Wagon  tongue,  killed  a  mule  and  dazed  the  horse 
hitched  With  him. 
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His  son  Chester,  age  5,  wsa  with  the  driver 
on  the  headed  wagon  at  the  time,  his  only  injury 
was  the  scourching  of  his  hair  on  his  forehead. 

THE  DRY  YEARS  - 

After  1892,  Kansas  began  to  dry  out, 
not  enough  rain  to  produce  a  crop,  crop  failure  after 
crop  failure  for  many  years.  -  Cattle  became  thin  because 
pastures  were  dry,  and  all  the  hay  and  all  the  straw  had 
been  fed  up.  They  were  forced  to  sell  and  ship  out 
the  thin  cattle  at  low  prices. 

The  Newspapers,  at  that  time,  refered  to  this  area  as 
' blweding  Kansas'  many  of  the  settlers  in  western  Kansas, 
rigged  up  a  covered  wagon,  and  with  thin  horses,  and  not 
a  dime  in  their  pockets,  loaded  up  their  families,  and 
headed  east  to  Iowa  or  Illinois  -  their  former  homes- 
Iowa  farmers  helped  them,  by  keeping  them  overnight, 
while  enroute  thru  our  sta.te. 

The  Minden  Family  did  not  'Go  back'  they  went  forward,  and 
that  took  courage,  they  stuck  it  out  for  eight  years  after 
Mr.Mindens  death,  and  in  1900  sold  out  for  what  they  could 
get, which  was  very  little  ,and  moved  to  the  state  of  Idaho. 

It  seems  the  two  sons, Edward  26  and  Louis  24,  had  gone  to 
Idaho  some  months  earlier  to  rent  a  farm  for  the  family  and 
find  jobs  for  some  of  them.  Two  of  the  boys  served  as 
rural  mail  carriers  for  a  time. 

Charles  23,  Albertl6,  George  20, and  Chester  13,  made  the 
trio  to  Idaho  with  the  emigrant  car  by  rail. 

Lisetta  52,  and  the  youngest  daughter  Minnie  10, 
rode  the  cushions  by  passenger  train. 

Their  adress  in  Idaho  was  at  one  time  Gifford,  and  then 
it  was  Meric^an,  which  is  in  the  S.W.part  of  the  state 
between  Boise  and  Nampa,  here  they  rented  a  farm  and 
later  bought  it. 

Liefctfca  Minden  lived  in  Idaho  for  twenty-five  years, 
during  which  time  she  lived  FOR  her  children, 
heloed  them  as  much  as  she  could  to  get  started  in  life 
as  one  after  another  they  married  and  went  for  themselves. 
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And  finaly  the  last  two  children  were  left,  Chester 
and  Minnie*  She  kept  house  for  them  while  they  attended 
the  University  of  Idaho.  During  this  time,  in  1912 
at  the  age  of  64,  Lisetta  suffered  a  slight  stroke, 
which  slowed  her  down  considerably,  and  from  then  on 
she  made  her  home  ,  part  time  with  Chester,  and  part 
time  with  Minnie. 

It  was  in  1925,  age  77,  that  Lisetta  died,  and  is 
probably  buried  near  Meridan  Idaho. 

She  often  said  to  her  children  n  Get  an  education 
so  that  you  may  live  a  life  fuller  and  richer  than  In. 

The  schooling  of  Lisetta  Minden  was  meager, 
but  she  learned  so  much  by  observation,  and  she  had 
a  good  memory.  Whether  she  realized  it  or  not, 
she  was  a  most  intelligent  pperson. 

She  also  had  courage  and  was  a  good  adminstrator . 

And  such  outstanding  qualities  as  these  you  cannot 
acquire  in  college,  they  must  be  natural  born  and 
perfected  by'use.  We  are  proud  of  Lisetta  Minden. 


A  tracing  of  the  signature 
of  Geo.  E. ^Minden,  2nd. 
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WILLIAM  HENRY  WELLEMEYER ,  was  born  in  1852,  near  Wapello 
Louisa  Co, Iowa,  the  third  of  nine  children: 

His  father  -  Henry  Frederick  Wellemeyer. 

His  mother  -  Catherine  Elizabeth  Fiegenbaum. 


When  William  wae  23  years  old  in  1875,  his  parents  moved  to 
Garner , Hancock  Co, Iowa,  He  being  of  age  was  on  hie  own. 


He  was  a  good  worker,  but  was  alwaysr scheming,  and  looking 
for  a  chance  to  outsmart  some  one,  or  maybe  make  a 
fortune  the  easy  way. 

So  id 

In  the  fall  of  1876,  Frank  H  Wellemeyer A *  Bill 1  the  west 
half  section  of  his  Hancock  County  farm,  and  since  Bill 
was  his  brother  and  wanted  to  get  married  and  live  on  the 
place,  Frank  sold  him  the  land  for  just  what  he  paid  for 
it,  $2,85  per  acre  even  tho  he  had  a  better  offer. 

Bill  never  intended  to  live  on  the  place,  but  sold  it 
within  a  few  days  for  $3.50  per  acre.  Bill  was  'sharp1 


In  October  1879, William  Henry  Wellemeyer  age25, 
and  Clara  B  Yoter  were  married  at  Clear  Lake  Iowa. 

Clara  B  Yoter  was  born  at  Neela  Iowa. 

her  father  William  Yoter  came  from  Pennsylvania. 

her  mother  was  born  in  Scotland. 

Her  father  was  a  Cabinet-maker,  and  came  to  Garner  Iowa, 
in  1873  when  the  town  was  two  years  old. 


He  served  his  community  by  building  chairs,  tables,  beds 
cupboards  etc.  and  he  also  made  coffins. 

In  about  1890,  Furniture  Stores  appeared  who  sold 
factory  made  furniture  and  coffins,  Mr  Yoter  being  an 
old  man  retired.  Mr  Yoter  reached  the  age  of  86  years 
and  wae  buried  at  Garner  in  a  coffin  made  by  himself, 
his  wife  died  at  age  89. 

Clara  3  Yoter  had  been  a  school  teacher  in  Hancock 
County  for  two  years  before  her  marriage. 

After  a  residence  of  about  six  years  in  Iowa, 
the  ccuple  went  west  to  seek  tneir  fbrtune, 
and  settled  at  St  Francis  Kansas  in  1885. 
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Then  the  'Big  Chance'  cams  for  Bill  Wellemeyer, 
he  started  an  irrigation  project  in  western  Kansas, 
when  the  job  was  completed,  Other  land  owners  sued 
him  for  diverting  the  course  of  the  river. 

He  lost  and  was  flat  broke. 

Then  for  a  year  or  two  he  traveled,  selling  Royal 
Sewing  Machines  to  dealers,  was  very  good  et  it, 
but,  he  developed  'flat  feet'  and  quit. 

\ 

Then  they  moved  to  Norton  Kansas,  where 

Wm. H. Wellemeyer  held  the  position  of  Asst  Cashier 

in  the  First  National  Bank  for  a  few  years. 

In  the  year  1899,  they  moved  to  Wymore  Nebr.  He  was  46 
at  the  time  -  This  was  their  last  move  -For  three  years 
he  worked  as  head  of  the  Grocery  Dept  in  the 
Julius  Neumann  Denartment  Store. 

In  1903,  he  purchased  a  Hardware  Store  in  Wymore  Nebr, 
which  he  operated  for  15  years  -  sold  out  in  1918. 

He  served  as  City  Treasurer  of  Wymore  for  four  years. 

Later  he  was  employed  by  the  Black  Bros  Flour  Mill. 

Wra.H.  and  Clara  B. Wellemeyer  celebrated  their 
Golden  Wedding  Aniversary  on  Oct. 4. 1929. 

It  was  on  March  29th  1930,  that  Wm.H. Wellemeyer  died, 
his  age  was  78,  was  buried  in  the  Wymore  Cemetery. 

I  do  not  have  the  irnforraation  as  to  when  the  wife  died, 

But  Clara  g  was  still  living  when  the  daughter  died  in  1933. 


LORENE  WELLEMEYER ,  the  only  child  of  Wm.H  and  Clara  B. 
Wellemeyer,  was  born  April  14-1881  at  Garner  Iowa,  and 
died  at  Wymore  Nebr.  on  July  23rd  1933  -  single  - 
She  was  a  faithful  communicant  of  St  Lukes  Episcopal 
Church,  buried  at  Wymore. 
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Compiled  by  Gertrude  Neumann  Hinman  in  1954 
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* 

JULIUS  NEUMANN  (maxriad  in  1874)  -  -  -  -  1848  -  1927 

AMELIA  CATHERINE  IfELLEMEYER  (eight  children)  1854  -  1930 

±**  +  +  *  +  *  +  *  +  +  *  +  +  +  *  +  +  0 

I,  CLARENCE  BRETT  NEUMANN  -------  1875  -  1878 

2  tROWLAND,  WINTER  NEUMANN,  (Married  1903)  -  -  1877  -  1928 

•  wife  -  Elsie  Franke  ,  (  two  children)  -  -  1884  -  1940 

1-R0irland  Winter, Jr  Neumann,  -  -  -  1904  -  1925 

3-Franke  Julius  Neumann,  (married  1929)  1906  - 
wife  -  Jane  E  Diggle,  (one  child)  -  1906  - 

Franke  Julius  Neumann  Jr  -  1934  - 

^  CLARICE  ELIZABETH  NEUMANN  *  (married  1905)  -  -  1880  -  1948 

3,  hu 8 band  -Fr ed. J.Kelly ,  (no  child)  -  1880  - 

I.  MAHLON  JULIU8  NEUMANN,  (no  child)  -  -  -  -  1882  - 

wife  -  Bathia  Bruce  Pirie,  (  married  191$)  -  1878  -  1951 

•  wife  -  Mildred  Elrod,  (married  1953)  -  1903  - 

5>  GERTRUDE  LOVILLA  NEUMANN,  (married  1910)  -  -  1885  - 

9  husband  -  Harry  Winfield  Hinman, (one  son)  -  -  1878  - 

1-Winfield  Clinton  Hinmara, (married  1937)1911  - 
wif e-Kathryn  Doub,  (three  Children)  1911  - 

Rob't  Winfield  Hinman  -  -  1939  - 

Kathryn  Ann  Hinman  -  1942  - 

David  Doub  Hinnman  -  -  -  1950  - 
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WILHELMINA  LILLIE  NEUMANN ,( marr ied  1911)  -  -  1886  -  1937 

« husband  -  David  M  Ausmus  (  two  children)  -  1874  - 

1- Winona  Wilhelmina  Ausmus (2  child.)  -  1912  - 

husband-David  Sol  Me  Neelv,  2nd.  -  -  1906 

Joice  Laurie  Me  Neely  -  1937  - 

David  Sol  Me  Neely,  3rd.  -  -  1942  - 

2- David  Julius  Ausmus , (marr ied  1939)  -  1916  - 

wife  -Miriam  Yutzey,  (3  child.)  -  -  1917  - 

David  Charles  Ausmus  -  1940  - 

Stephan  Richard  Ausmus  -  -  1944  - 

Michael  William  Ausmus  -  -  1944  - 

CECIL  HERMAN  NEUMANN , (marr ied  1916)  -  -  -  -  1892  - 

wife  -Edith  Louise  Krueger ,( Ichil d)  -  1896  - 

1-Temple  Wade  Neumann  ------  1927  - 

wife  -Elizabeth  Heinz  ------ 

Patricia  Ann  Neumann  -  1955  - 

WARREN  RANDOLPH  NEUMANN , ( married  1919)  -  -  -  1895  - 

wife  -  Nettie  Clare  Gray,  (2  child.)  -  1896  -  1944 

1  -Virginia  Grayce  Neumann,  (married  1942)1920- 

husband-John  M  Black,  (ft  children)  -  1920  - 

Merrilee  Grayce  Black  -  1944  - 

Laurel  Jeanne  Black  -  1947  - 

Barbara  Clare  Black  -  -  -  -  1948  - 

John  Warren  Black  -  1952  - 

2  -  Wilhelmina  Mae  Neumann  -  1921  -  1942 
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On  June  3rd  1874,  Amelia  Catherine  Wellemeyer  age  20,  of 
Wapello  Iowa,  and  Julius  Neumann  age  26,  of  Lynn  Center 
Illinois,  were  married  at  the'home  of  the  brides  parents. 

The  witnesses  were:  F.W. Winter  of  Mt  Pleasant  Iowa,  and 
Lisetta  Wellemeyer  Minden  of  St  Louis  Mo. 

The  service  was  in  the  german  language  by  Rev. J. Feizel . 

Their  first  home  was  established  at  Orin  Illinois,  and 
during  the  six  years  that  they  lived  at  Orin,  four  children 
were  born  to  them  -  Clarence  -  Rowland  -Clarice  -Mahlon. 

While  visiting  relatives  at  Wapello,  their  first  born, 
Clarence  age  3,  accidently  fell  into  an  open  well  and 
drowned,  he  was  buried  at  Red  Oak  Cemetery,  a  private 
burial  ground  of  the  Neumanns. 

In  1882,  the  Neumann  Family,  moved  to  Wymore  Nebr.  where 
four  more  children  were  born: 

Gertrude  -  Wilhelmina  -Cecil  and  Warren. 

which  gave  them  a  family  of  seven  living  children. 

On  moving  to  Wymore,  Mr  Neumann  got  busy  and  built  a 
suitable  residence  for  his  family.  He  was  so  proud  of 
his  capable  wife  and  his  wonderful  flock  of  children, 
that  he  stretched  his  credit  to  the  limit  to  make  their 
home  truly  suitable  for  the  great  peoole  he  considered 
them  to  be. 

The  Neumann  Residence  -  written  by  Mahlon  Neumann. 

Built  in  1883  -  used  31  years  -  moved  off  in  1914. 
a  spacious  nine  room  house,  and  bath  added  later. 

First  floor:  Parlor  -Sitting  room  -Library  with  book  case 
built  to  the  ceiling  along  one  wall-  Large  Dining  Room  - 
and  a  roomy  kitchen. 

Second  floor:  four  bed  rooms,  all  with  closets. 

Built  in  Victorian  style , mansard  roof,  the  roof  was  metal 
and  never  leaked.  An  iron  rail  on  the  roof  and  ornate 
carving  on  tr.e  porch  posts. 

The  house  was  built  low  because  of  wind  and  tornadoes  in 
Nebr  at  that  time,  the  trees  were  too  small  for  protection 
and  they  thought  it  would  be  safer. 

-  - 
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Personal  data  concerning  - 

AMELIA  CATHERINE  WELLEMEYER  NEUMANN  - 

'  t 

She  was  born  Sept. 1.1854  on  a  farm  near  Wapello, 

Louise  County,  Iowa.  the  fourth  of  a  family  of  nine 
children  born  to  Henry  F.  and  Catherine  Wellemeyer. 

She  attended  a  rural  school  near  her  home,  and  learned 
many  practical  things  at  home,  such  as  housekeeping 
and  growing  garden  plants  and  flowers. 

Amelia  C. Neumann  was  tall  for  a  woman,  not  fat,  not  thin, 
just  strong  and  healthy,  her  hair  was  dark  brown  and 
her  large  eyes  were  hazel  in  color. 

Her  Dad  was  a  calm  man,  particular  about  his  personal 
appearance.  She  inherited  both  of  these  traits  from 
him , together  with  a  auickness  of  mind  inherited  from 
her  mother. 

Amelia  always  looked  Immaculate  in  her  dress. 

She  designed  and  made  her  own  clothes;  selected  unusual 
colors  and  materials  which  made  her  appearance  outstanding. 

She  usualy  wore  ear  rings  with  amethyst  settings, 
they  seemed  a  part  of  her.  She  was  artistic  in  her 
needle  work  and  made  the  dresses  for  her  children. 

THE  NEUMANN  HOME 

(A  sketch  by  Harry  7/infield  Hinman) 

The  Neumann  home  was  always  open  to  visiting  churchmen, 
and  a  ’Presiding  Elder'  or  an  extra  preacher  or  two 
never  seemed  to  upset  the  plans  around  the  home. 

Politicians  too,  were  often  entertained,  especially  if 
the  person  wag  a  good  democrat,  such  as  Wm.J.  Bryan. 

Mrs  Neumann  didnt  take  politics  too  seriously,  but  left 
that  part  of  it  to  her  husband  Julius,  who  was  an 
ardent  democrat. 

A  lot  of  Mr  Neumanns  close  friends  were  Republiciane , 
and  while  they  would  expound  at  length  on  the  vice  or 
virtue  of  'Free  Silver'  or  the  'Gold  Standard', 
they  remained  good  and  true  friends. 

While  the  debate  would  go  on  in  the  front  room  or  in 
the  yard,  Mrs  Neumann  was  unpertubed,  and  just  kept  on 
with  tne  house  work,  that  came  first  with  her. 

In  spite  of  the  work  necessary  to  care  for  a  large 
house  and  a  big  family,  She  found  time  to  lend  a  hand 
-  to  a  neighbor  when  someone  was  sick,  or  a  new  baby 
arrived.  Apparently  she  learned  from  caring  for  her 
own  brood  just  what  wap  needed  for  others. 
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9he  was  a  wonderful  cook, and  often  some  choice 
8peciman  of  her  culinary  art  found  its  way  to  a  friend 
or  neighbor,  Who  for  some  reason  or  another,  needed 
just  such  a  boost  for  the  family  fare. 

She  could  do  some  splendid  fancy  work  too,  in  addition 
to  her  other  accomplishments. , If  she  could  not  find 
just  the  kind  of  covering,  lace,  ornament  or  what  not 
in  the  stores,  she  would  just  get  busy  and  make  it. 

In  fact  she  did  some  lovely  pieces  of  needlework 
after  she  was  well  along  in  years. 

She  had  no  desire  to  be  idle*  If  she  tired *of  hand  work, 
she  always  had  a  book  handy. 

She  was  not  particularly  talkative  but  did  enjoy 
visiting  with  her  friends,  not  idle  gossip, 
but  enjoyable  enlightening  conversation. 

With  a  husband  and  seven  children  to  care  for  it  would 
seem  that  not  much  spare  time  would  be  available, 

However,  she  not  only  kept  the  house  neat  and  clean, 
and  the  children^  clothing  in  splendid  order,  but  also 
found  time  to  do  considerable  church  work. 

In  those  days  the  services  usualy  consisted  of 
church  service  and  Sunday  school  in  the  morning, 
and  Epworth  League  and  Church  Service  in  the  evening. 

When  the  weather  was  nice,  Mr  Neumann  often  took  the 
family  for  a  drive  into  the  country  on  a  Sunday  afternoon. 

Mrs  Neumann  loved  to  travel,  and  after  the  children  were 
grown,  would  take  turns  visiting  her  children,  whose 
residences  were  scattered  thru  several  states. 

She  was  good  natured  and  pleasant  and  always  welcome 
where  ever  she  went. 
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Personal  data  concerning  - 
JULIUS  NEUMANN  - 

He  was  born  July-7th ,1848 ,  in  Langenlousheim  Germany, 

His  Dad  was  a  merchant.  Julius  attended  church  and 
school  during  his  boyhood  years,  and  also  helped  in 
the  store. 

i 

In  1857,  when  Julius  was  nine  years  old,  he  and 
several  of  his  older  brothers  migrated  to  America, 
probably  by  a  sailing  ship  to  New  Orleans,  and  then 
up  the  raississippi  river,  and  settled  at  Lynn  City  Ill. 

As  a  boy  he  worked  for  his  older  brother  in  a  tin  shop, 
and  attended  the  village  school , coraplet ing  the  eight  grades. 

Later  he  got  to  be  the  proprietor  of  a  small  store 
at  Orin  Illinois,  While  here  he  met  and  married 
Amelia  C  Wellerneyer.  Six  years  later  he  moved  to 
Wymore  Nebr.  where  'Neumann  and  Winter'  operated 
a  general  store  for  four  years  beginning  iri  1882. 

In  1886,  he  owned  and  operated  a  Mill  on  Indian  Creek, 
and  he  also  owned  a  part  interest  in  a  Mill  at 
Holrae8ville  Nebr. 

After  five  years  as  a  miller,  in  1391,  age  43, 
he  sold  out  and  went  back  into  the  merchantile  business 
in  Wymore,  this  time  it  was  a  Department  Store  under 
the  firm  name  of  'THe  Julius  Neumann  Company'. 

He  later  built  a  two  story  brick  store  building 
to  house  his  business. 

Julius  Neumann  -His  hair  was  dark  and  curly,  always 
wore  a  mustache  and  a  goatee.  You  never  saw  him  without 
a  standing  collar  and  a  bow  tie.  Usualy  wore  a  dark 
business  suit.  Walked  erect,  was  distinguished  looking 
and  a  ' pos it ive ' character . 

He  was  a  resident  of  Wymore  for  fifty  years,  was  a  man 
of  charitable  impulses,  and  successful  because  of  his 
unswerving  honesty  and  acumen.  .Had  a  host  of  friends, 

Was  Mayor  of  Wymore  two  terms.  On  the  Town  Council 
and  on  the  school  board  for  many  years.  A  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  A  strong  advocate  of  teraperence. 
was  a  Mason.  And  a  prominent  figure  in  Democratic 
politics.  c-  o 
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Julius.  Afetim <uir».  Family. 
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BUSINESS  CONDITIONS  are  constantly  CHANGING. 

(by  Arthur  Wellemeyer) 

The  progresfii'^-K-er chant  must  be  sensitive  to  the  ever 
changing  conditions  and  adjust  his  methods  to  fit  the  times 
Julius  Neumann  Encountered  many  a  change  in  his  lifetime 
as  a  merchant. 

In  the  little  store  at  Orin  Illinois,  his  customers  were 
pioneer  farmers  who  lived  in  log  houses,  and  were  poor 
oeople  with  \ ft  tie  money  to  spend,  -  Yet  -  Someone 
had  to  suoply  their  simple  needs. 

Such  as:  staple  groceries,  dried  prunes,  denim,  calico, 
needles  thread  >e1>c.  Also  mason  jars,  stone  jars,  jugs, 
common  dishes,  tinware,  barb  wire,  staoles,  nails, salt  etc. 
And  some  one  r.ad  to  buy  their  butter,  eggs  and  hides. 

It  must  have  b'den  fun  for  Julius  Neumann,  as  a  young  man 
in  his  twenties,  to  provide  this  needed  service 
to  the  Or  in ' Community . 

Then  camera;,  change  - 

the  many  -babies  corn  to  tne  pioneer  families  were 
growing  up,  and  jas  the  ’teenagers'  heloed  Paoa  and  Mamma 
with  the  f ar^Jh'Wprk ,  these  families  became  more  prosperous, 
and  had -aTiOTe'^rn^ney  to  spend,  -  And  they  needed  everything. 

Thus,  for  the  cohY>®n^ence  of  the  buying  public, 
the  ’Julius  Neumann  Department  Store1  at  Wymore  Nebraska , 
cradualv  came  into  being.  Here  the  farm  family  could  do 
all  of  its  buying..,  under  the  one  large  roof  of  this  big  stor 
They  handled;  G^oberies,  Dry  Goods,  Rea.dy-to-wea?  Shoes, 
Clothing,  Hardwire,  Linoleum,  Carpets,  Window  shades  ,etc. 
it  took  a  dozen  or  more  clerks  to  handle  the  business. 

These  were  the  good  old  'Horse  and  Buggy  days'. 

Tnen  came  anotner  chance  - 

The  horse  disappeared  completly  from  both  town  and 
countryside,  and  was  replaced  by  the  automobile  and 
the  farm  tractor.  Then  came  gravel  roads,  paved  roads 
and  high  taxes. 

The  first  reaction  o:  tne  oublic,  was  to  jump  into 
their  Automobiles,  and  drive  to  other  towns  and  cities 
to  see  wnere  they  could  My  f orA^ess  money1. 

And  it  was  predicted  by  m,any  that  the  small  town., 
must  soon  'fold  up'  and  disappear/  as  did  the  horse. 
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From  that  time  on,  the  small  town  merchant  was  in  direct 
comoetition  with  the  City  3tore.  Both  sides  had  certain 
advantages,  which  boiled  down  to  this: 

An  experienced  and  able  merchant,  with  a  good  stock  of 
merchandise,  need  not  starve  in  a  small  town,  and  if  his 
store  is  outstanding,  the  public  will  find  him,  and 
literlv  ^eat  a  path*  to  hie  door,  whether  he  is  located 
in  a  Oity  or  a  small  town,  *  Good  roads  run  both  ways. 

The  JULIUS  NEUMANN  CO  made  their  store  outstanding, 
bv  closing  out  several  lines  of  merchandise  and 
concentrating  on  these  few  lines : Drv-Goods ,  Ready-to-wear 
and  Shoes  -  doing  an  extra  good  job  on  these  lines. 

The  public  soon  discovered  that  this  home  town  store 
had  everything  -  variety  -  duality  -  price. 

And  the  customer  had  the  added  advantage 

of  dealing  direct  with  the  owner  (not  an  Israelite). 

The  Public  also  discovered  that  the  greatest  thing 
in  any  business  is  the  HONOR  of  the  Boss. 

And  it  was  the  personality  of  Julius,  and  later  his  son 
Mahlon  and  then  Cecil,  who  made  the  Neumann  Store 
1 A  Good  Place  To  Trade1. 

Today,  1955,  we  notice  1  CHANGE ' creeping  up  on  us  again. 
1st, The  Farmers  in  our  pr.airie  states,  are  not  only 
prosperous,  but  rich. 

2nd.  The  School  District  is  enlarged,  new  buildings, 
ten  busses.  Athletics  and  extra  activities,  overshadow 
the  three'Rs'  -  full  time  job  for  the  student. 

3rd.  New  Churches  are  being  built,  some  of  them  so 
beautiful,  could  almost  be  called  Cathedrals. 

What  about  PLAIN  STREET  in  the  small  town  T 
Two  paths  lie  before  the  Chamber  of  Commerce : 
they  can  drift  along  and  become  a  SUBURB. 

Or,  if  every  store,  and  every  service  rendered 
is  the  BEST  of  its  kind  in  the  countv ,  then  your  small 
town  becomes  a  natural  SHOPPING  CENTER,  and  City  people 
only  30  minutes  awav  by  auto,  will  flock  to  it. 

Julius  Neumann  would  have  enjoved  the  competition 
which  this  change  is  bringing  to  our  small  towns. 


Changes  will  continue  on  and  on  forever. 
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GOLDEN  WEDDING  - 

On  Sunday  June  3rd  1924, Julius  Neumann  76,  and  his  wife 
the  former  Amelia  C  Wellemeyer  age70,  having  been  married 
exactly  fifty  year s , marked  the  occasion  with  festivities. 

The  Methodist  Ohurch  - 

Forty-nine  relatives  attended  the  regular  Sunday  morning 
church  service,  in  a  body,  The  Choir  sang  an  appropriate 
anthem,  and  the  pastor  gave  an  inspiring  talk  on  the 
•Beauty  of  Home  Life’  in  the  Christian  family. 

We  quote  in  part, "In  the  course  of  life  there  are  some  things 
which  are  unusual,  and  vivid  among  the  unusual  things  in  life, 
is  a  Golden  Wedding,  It  comes  only  to  a  few, for  the  occasion 
is  rare  for  man  and  wife  to  live  together  for  fifty  years. 

And  too, the  unique  aspect  of  the  occasion  is  that,  they 
have  lived  so  that  a  companionship  which  has  increased 
with  each  unfolding  year  and  ripened  into  a  peace  of  love 
as  well  as  into  a  beauty  of  life." 

They  came  to  Wymore  in  1882,  42  years  ago, Are  charter  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  helped  build  the  first  little  church, 
and  in  1910  helped  build  the  present  imposing  edifice. 

The  pastor  said : “Julius  Neumann  is  distinctly  a  Churchman” 

The  pastor  continued",  Mrs  Neumann  has  always  made  her  home 
•homey’  with  a  social  touch  and  a  sacred  purpose. 

The  home  was  made  for  the  children  and  the  social  circles  of 
life,  ever  radiant  and  jubilant  with  wholesome  joy, 

Work,  duty,  love,  are  the  words  which  make  up  the  genial 
atmosphere  of  the  Neumann  home,  and  the  Mother’s  example, 
patience  and  love,  have  acted  as  a  magic  touch  in  moulding 
and  shaping  the  lives  of  the  children,  as  well  as  in  making 
and  creating  the  abiding  peace  and  residing  joy  of  the  home." 

After  the  church  service , DINNER  WAS  SERVED,  at  one  oclock 
in  the  spacious  Neumann  home.  49  guests  were  seated, 
floral  decorations  were  profuse,  and  the  delicious  food  was 
served  by  eleven  girls  from  the  domestic  science  class  of 
the  Wymore  High  School. 

In  the  afternoon  and  evening  friends  called. 

All  of  the  children  were  present,  also  five  grandchildren 

FOUR  BROTHERS  of  Mr  Neumann  were  present: 

Hugo  Neumann  -  age  91  -Omaha  Nebr. 

Fred  Neumann  -  age  84  -Exeter  Nebr 
Charles  Neumann-  age  81  -  Sutton  Nebr 
Jake  Neumann  -  -  age  78  -  Des  Moines  Iowa. 
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Julius,  NevLTtxmv,  Family 
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THE  NEUMANN  CHILDREN  - 

1  -  CLARENCE  BRETT,  died  in  early  childhood. 

2  -  ROWLAND  WINTER,  (died  in  1928) 

his  wife  Elsie  Franke 
a  business  man. 

3  -  CLARICE  ELIZABETH,  (died  in  1948) 

Her  husband,  Dr  Fred  J  Kelly 
a.  college  orofessor 

5  -  GERTRUDE  LOVILLE 

her  husband  Harry  W  Hinman 
a  college  professor 

4  -  MAHLON  JULIUS 

wife  -  Mildred  Elrod 
A  promotor  and  Finacier.'" 

6  -  WILHELM INA  LILLIE,  (died  in  1937) 

husband  -  David  M  Ausmus 

7  -  CECIL  KERMAN, 

wife-Edith  Louise  Krueger 
a  merchant. 

8  -  WARREN  RANDOLPH 

wife-Net tie  Clare  Gray (died  1944) 

A  college  professor,  science 

END  OF  THE  TRAIL  - 
Death  is  certain,  and  does  overtake  each 
and  every  one  of  us  sooner  or  later. 

Julius  Neumann,  died  early  monday  morning, 

March  21  st  1927,  nis  age  79  years, 
had  been  ill  about  five  months. 

Amelia  C  Neumann  died  suddenly  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter,  Mrs  Gertrude  Hinman, 
in  Detroit,  where  she  had  been  staying  for 
several  months,  date  March  29th  1930.  age  76. 

Two  other  members  of  the  family  died  the  same  day, 
William, H. Welleraeyer  age  78,  Wymore  Nebr.  and 
Mrs  Mary  Wellemeyer  ame  77,  Charles  City  Iowa 

Julius  and  Amelia  nor  lie  together 
on  tne  family  lot  in  the  Wymore  Cemetery. 
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H.  FRED.  WELLEMEYER,  was  born  in  1857,  on  a  farm  near 
Wapello,  Louisa  County  Iowa,  the  fifth  of  a  family  of 
nine  children  born  to  Henry  F  Wellemeyer  and  Catherine. 

He  was  christened  Henry  Frederick  Wellemeyer,  after  his  Dac 
but  he  always  signed  his  name  ‘H.Fredl  and  he  was  always 
called  H.Fred,  this  saved  the  confusion  of  being  called 
Henry  Junior. 

A 8  a  young  man  he  worked  as  the  only  assistant  in  the 
Hancock  County  Treasurers  office,  located  at  that  time 
in  tne  village  of  Concord.  His  •Boss*  G.R.Maben,  was  a 
first  settler  in  Ellington  Township,  and  had  many 
outside  interests  and  was  seldom  in  his  office. 

Thus  H.Fred.  was  in  complete  charge,  and  developed  into 
a  good  penman  and  was  fast  and  acurate  in  figure  work, 
there  were  of course  no  typewriters  or  adding  machines 
at  that  time.  And  the  work  was  not  too  heavy. 

He  married  May  Maben ,  a  daughter  of  G.R.Maben, 
she  was  a  frail  but  beautiful  dark  haired  girl, 
with  radiant  vitality  and  winning  personality. 

To  them  two  sons  were  born,  John  Henry  1880 
and  Wilbur  1883. 

The  wife  became  ill,  consumption  of  the  lungs  they called  it 
hoping  that  a  dry  climate  would  help  they  moved  to  Cope, 

Kit  Carson  County  Colorado,  bought  a  half  section  of  land, 
out  up  tempory  buildings  and  lived  on  the  farm. 

May  was  a  good  shot  with  the  rifle,  and  shot  enough 
coyotes  to  make  her  a  nice  fur  coat.  But  her  health 
did  not  maJce  the  improvment  which  they  expected,  and 
after  a  year  or  two  moved  back  to  Garner  Iowa. 

The  two  boys, John  and  Wilbur,  lived  temperarily  with 
Grandmother  Wellemeyer  at  Garner,  While  Uncle  Fred  and 
Aunt  May  lived  with  her  parents  the  G.R.Mabens. 

Some  weeks  after  their  arrival,  all  of  the  Garner  relatives 
drove  out  to  the  Maben  farm  home  in  Ellington  Township, 
abcut  18  miles,  for  a  Sunday  visit. 

In  the  afternoon,  Uncle  H.Fred.  called  us  into  the  parlor 
bed  room,  and  Aunt  May  asked  if  we  would  sing  just  one 
song  with  her  before  we  left,  she  handed  the  hymn  book 
to  my  sister  Estella,  Age  13, and  asked  her  to  Rl»y , 

Then  she  handed  to  each  of  us  a  sheet  with  only*  the  words, 
a  dozen  or  more  copies  had  been  prepared  by  H.Fred. 
written  in  his  perfect  handwriting  with  ink. 
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The  song  wae:-GOD  BE  WITH  YOU  TILL  WE  MEET  AGAIN  - 


The  relatives  sang  it  well,  then  one  after  another 
shock  hands  with  Aunt  May  and  passed  into  the  other  room* 


Her  son  John  and  I  were  standing  in  the  corner, 
both  the  same  age,  eleven  years,  scared  stiff. 

Uncle  Fred  gently  urged  us  to  the  bedside  -  we  were  the  last. 

Aunt  May  grasped  our  hands  and  said:MDont  be  afraid  boys, 

I  will  be  leaving  this  earth  soon,  but  you  see  I  am  not 
afraid,  its  just  like  going  into  another  room, 

I  will  not  come  back,  but  you  boys  will  grow  up  to  be 
good  and  kind  men,  and  when  you  are  old,  and  are  no  longer 
afraid,  you  too  will  pass  thru  this  same  door  ’Called  death’ 
and  I  will  be  there  to  meet  you,  and  we  will  all  be  glad." 


Now  boys, she  said," this  parting  is  new  to  you,  I’ll  tell 
you  how  its  done,  I'll  take  Arthurs  hand  like  this, 
and  say  ’God  be  with  you'  and  Arthur  will  say  'Till  we 
meet  again.  I  made  the  responce  parot  like,  and  quickly 
turned  away  to  hide  my  tears. 


8he  took  John's  hand  ,  and  said  in  a  faint  but  cheerful 
voice, My  good  son  Johnie ,  my  first  born  GOD  BE  WITH  YOU, 
John  made  the  proper  response,  fell  to  his  knees,  and 
raurmered,  You  must  not  go  mamma,  stay  with  us,  You  can 
go  later  (She  was  32) 

We  are  all  in  Gods  hands,  she  said  as  she  pulled  Johniee 
head  down  to  her  pillow  and  kissed  him  on  the  forehead. 

She  nodded  to  Uncle  Fred  and  he  helped  Johnie  to  his  feet. 
Neither  of  us  looked  back,  and  neither  of  us  ever  saw 
in  this  life  again. 

* 

Just  two  weeks  later,  we  attended  her  funeral,  in  the 
brick  farm  residence  of  the  Maben  Family. 

Uncle  Fred  and  Aunt  May  were  young  people,  well  known 
and  well  liked,  the  yard  and  the  residence  were  filled 
with  friends  and  relatives. 

Aunt  May  had  reouested  that  for  the  closing  hymn 
of  the  funeral  service  we  were  all  to  sing: 

God  be  with  you  till  we  meet  again.  John  and  I, 
always  together  could  not  sing  that  day,  so  I  folded  up 
the  sheet  with  the  words,  and  put  it  in  his  pocket. 

And  to  this  day,  after  65  years,  whenever 
I  hear  that  song,  I  think  of  Aunt  May. 
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She  was  buried  on  the  Maben  Lots  in  the  Madison 
Township  Cemetery,  one  mile  south  of  Forest  City  Iowa 
(no  headstone) 

H.Fred.  farmed  the  Wellemeyer  home  eighty  for  a  year 
or  two  and  with  his  boys  lived  with  his  mother. 

Then  he  worked  for  a  dozen  years  as  a  traveling 
collector  for  the  Deering  Harvester  Company. 

Next  he  became  manager  of  a  Lumber  Yard  at  Fonda  Iowa. 

Later  he  was  manager  of  a  Lumber  yard  at  Early  Iowa  . 
where  he  died  of  a  heart  attack  ,  in  1917,  age  60. 

It  was  in  1694,  that  he  met  and  married  Miss  Cora  Birdsall 
of  Boscobell  Wise,  (no  children)  they  lived  together 
23  years.  After  his  death  the  wife  Cora  moved  to  the 
Eastern  Star  Home  at  Boone  Iowa,  where  she  died  in  1946, 
Both  are  buried  at  Early  Iowa. 

THE  TWO  SONS  - 

John  Henry  Wellemeyer,  born  in  1880,  died  in  1952, 

at  age  72  years.  His  wife  Agnes  Bertha  Chase,  born  in  1888 

(no  children) They  operated  a  Cab  Service  in  Minneapolis. 

Wilbur  Maben  Wellemeyer,  born  in  1883, 
was  in  the  U.S. Navy. for  twenty  years. 

d  married  -  three  or  more  children, 
they  live  near  the  east  coast. 

My  letters  were  unanswered, 
hence  no  further  imformation. 


-SI  - 


t< o«  b:iU  eav  .tJt  a*  a.  nscfffl  rf*  n.  bsi*  ’  *a?»  rui 


s  icl  V^n^-.o  ?r*  lavs/naHal?  s.iv-  Enimfil  .bf.:  H 


, xe  +0K  i  £n 


■;*  u  Iv"  tj  ir  S'  v:  .1  scij  3  ol  be  t*rf  • 


>h  ol  8  in  r  T6  irnii  •  1  tc  .  3"  .  9  u '  •  t>.i  t-. 

*06  933  VCrfI  at  , 


Ilrsbita  s TOO  aeiy  Pv>  ri-.i*  fc  ;  9*  1  ;  .  .*•  *31  :  ■  ur  J 


«*  flfuoH  TB.J 


mod  ;  *:•:  *  ;Vt9  .  >V.  yir-oH  riff 

rv,  ii’i  rH  so 

.  n  I,.' 9\  IC  .  VVLiVi  ,  8  / 


EdvYCL*  l  Af. 


\/V€.//e  tv  e 

- 


EDWARD  MATHEW  WELLEMEYER ,was  born  Nov. 16-  1860, 
on  a  farm  near  Wapello,  Louisa  County  Iowa, 
the  sixth  of  a  family  of  nine  children. 

His  Father  -  Henry  Frederick  Wellemeyer 
His  Mother  -  Catherine  Elizabeth  Fiegenbaurn. 

Edward  came  to  Garner  with  his  parents  at  the  age  of  16, 
here  he  completed  his  common  school  education  and  assisted 
his  father  in  tne  Lumber  Business,  and  later  on  the  farm. 

Edward  Wellemeyer  was  a  thrifty  hard  working  farm  boy, 
he  saved  his  money  and  bought  a  quarter  section  of  land 
a  mile  west  of  Garner  Iowa  and  paid  cash  for  it. 

He  was- a  clean  man,  did  not  swear,  did  not  use  tobacco, 
and  did  not  drink.  Attended  Church,  sang  tenor  in  the  choir, 
was  neat  in  his  personal  appearance.  He  was  somewhat  of 
an  Idealist  too.  He  would  not  get  married  and  ask  his 
family  to  live  in  a  house  with  a  dirt  floor,  and  would 
wait  until  he  could  afford  a  proper  place  to  live. 

Now  in  these  semi  pioneer  days,  when  Edward  started, 
it  was  not  considered  a  crime  to  live  in  a  shanty-like 
home  with  a  dirt  floor  for  a  year  or  two,  or  until  you 
had  the  cash  needed  to  buy  boards  for  the  floor. 

But  it  was  disasterous  to  borrow  money  at  a  bonus  and 
interest  rate  which  totaled  20  per  cent  per  year. 

Thus  some  of  the  richest  farm  families  of  today  started 
in  that  frugal  way. 

CARL  HAEFNER,  was  a  native  of  germany,  strong  in  body, 
and  six  foot-  tall.  He  was  a  blacksmith  for  fifty  years 
in  the  village  Qf  Giard ,  Clayton  Co.  Iowa,  He  owned  his 
shop  and  also  his  residence,  Was  a  good  Mechanic  and 
a  clean  man  as  to  personal  habits. 

In  his  youth  he  married  Miss  Mary  Horney ,  a  thrifty 
farm  girl,  strong  and  healthy  but  rather  short  in  stature 
just  a  bit  less  than  five  foot  tall. 

There  were  four  children  in  this  family: 

Two  sons  -  William  and  Louis,  and 

Two  daughters  -  Amelia  and  her  sister,  (r r//,‘e) 

Mrs  Carl  Haefner  wn s  a  good  cook,  a  tidy  housekeetier  and 
excelled  all  otners  in  needle  work  and  dressmaking, 
and  she  taught  her  daughters  all  of  these  things. 


While  the  Rev. Frank. H. Wellemeyer  was  pastor  at  Giard, 
his  brother  Edward  came  to  visit  over  the  Christmas  Holidays 
and  being  a  friendly,  goodlooking  Chap,  He  speedily  got 
acquainted  with  everybody  in  the  little  village 
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Edward  attended. the  Christmas  Eve  service  at  the  Giard 
German  Methodist  Church*  There  was  a  girl  in  the  Choir, 
correctly  gowned,  lovely  to  look  at,  and  she  had  the 

most  beautiful  soparano  voice  that  he  had  ever  heard. 

» 

He  learned  that  the  soparano  voice  belonged  to 
Amelia  Haefner,  He  met  her  ofcourse,  and  being  a  tenor 
himself  they  talked  about  singing,  but  the  Lady  had  Charm 
and  Edward  was  determined  to  win  her. 

And  eventualy,  on  June  27th  1889, 

Edward  Mathew  Wellemeyer  age  29,  and  Amelia  Haefner  age  25, 
were  married  in  the  parental  Haefner  home. 

They  commenced  housekeeking  on  the  Grooms  farm  west  of 
Garner  Iowa.  Edward  had  built  a  new  seven  room  house, 
the  finest  in  the  Township  at  the  time. 

But  then  came  a  year  or  two  of  short  crops,  and  a 
sharp  depression,  he  was  in  debt  for  the  new  buildings, 
and  because  of  the  high  interest  rates,  he  thought  best 
to  sell  out  and  consolidate  so  as  not  to  lose  all. 
and  they  moved  into  tne  town  of  Garner  and  built  a  home. 

And  then  for  fifteen  years  he  was  a  dairyman,  and  from 
his  herd  of  hiTgrade  cows,  supplied  the  town  of  Garner 
with  grade  'A*  milk  at  a  nickle  a  quart. 

Then  for  several  years  he  hauled  cream  from  the  rural 
area  to  the  Garner  Creamery,  as  he  grew  older  this  work 
became  too  heavy.  He  sold  the  cream  route,  and  for 
many  years  operated  a  ’mede  cine  wagon1,  horse  drawn, 
calling  on  rural  customers  in  the  north  half  of 
Hancock  County. 

The  next  change  was'boarding  the  teachers1,  Edward  and 
Amelia  both  worked  at  that.  And  he  also  operated  a 
Pop-corn  stand  on  Garner’s  main  street. 

i 

All  of  a  sudden  his  health  began  to  foil,  he  went  to  the 
hospital  at  Iowa  City,  and  on  Feb. 23-1931  died, 
the  cause  of  death  was  given  as  ’Faralysie  Agitans1 
Funeral  Services  in  the  Garner  Methodist  Church,  where 
he  had  been  a*  member  of  the  church  board  for  34  years. 

burial  in  the  Concord  cemetery  near  Garner, 
his  age  71  years  -  3  months  -  7  days. 
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Mrs  Edw  Wellemeyer,  Our  Aunt  Millie,  was  a  good  cook, 
perhaps  the  best  cook  in  the  familyShe  was  also  an 
artist  at  needle  work.  She  loved  house  plants  and 
always  had  the  'Bay  Window1  of  her  house  filled  with 
heathly  blooming  plants.  She  sang  in  the  church  choir 
for  many  years. 

This  family  was  moet  fortunate,  they  had  and  enjoyed 
so  many  of  the  good  things  in  life;  they  ate  well, 
they  were  well  housed;  an  atmosphere  of  contentment 
prevaded  their  home  -  and  nobody  quarelled. 

It  has  bee  n  said  "Manners  are  the  shadows  of  Virtues" 

So  to  have  good  manner $ , their  children  were  taught 
to  be  good  people. 

This  family  was  never  'flush'  with  money,  but  they  had 
everything  else  to  make  a  successful  home  life. 

(  The  best  things  in  life  are  free) 

After  the  death  oC  her  husband,  Mrs  Wellemeyer  spent 
her  remaining  years  (19)  visiting  at  the  homes  of  her 
children,  and  died  Oct. 16  -1950  ,  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter  in  Washington  Iowa,  her  age  86  years  5  months, 
burial  beside  her  husband  in  Concord  Cemetery  -  Garner. 


Edward  Mathew  and  Amelia  Haefner  Wellemeyer, 
were  the  parents  of  two  children 

their  story  on  next  page. 
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AGNES  VIOLA  WELLEMEYER ,  was  born  August  29  -  1890 
on  the  farm  near  Garner  Iowa. 

Later  the  family  moved  into  the  town  of  Garner 
where  she  grew  to  womanhood. 

She  married  FOSTER  BICKEL,  a  public  school  teacher 
who  has  taught  in  the  same  school  at  Washington  Iowa 
during  his  entire  career  as  a  public  servant. 

He  must  be  good  to  be  wanted  by  the  school  board 
year  after  year.  He  seems  enthused  about  his  job. 

They  own  their  home,  and  Viola,  like  her  father 
has  a  ’green  thumb*  and  any  little  plant  or  twig 
that  she  puts  in  the  ground  grows  and  thanks 
her  wlthrabnhdhhtrandsfr agrant  blossoms. 

They  have  one  daughter,  Amelia  Verna  Bickel 
born  Dec,  22  -1917,  who  later  became  the  wife 
of  Stanley  Franklin  Horr.  and  they  in  turn 
have  a  son,  Jeffrey  Burtine  Horr  -  born  1953. 

ELMER  HAEFNER  WELLE MEYER ,  was  born  March  25  -1895. 
at  Garner,  Hancock  County  Iowa. 

He  married  Edith  Hess,  and  they nhave  three  children: 


1  -Marilyn  Ruth  Welleraeyer  -  Jan. 3  -  1925. 

2  -William  Robert  Wellemeyer-  Aug. 10-  1929 

3  -  Jonn  Charles  Wellemeyer  -Oct. 2  -  1937. 


Elmer  was  a  farm  boy,  where  he  recieved  a  good  physical 
work  out  in  his  ’teens’.  You  cannot  build  a  big  man 
without  it.  Elmer  took  chemical  engineering  at  Iowa 
State  College,  Ames  Iowa.  -  went  to  war  -  Played  trombone 
in  the  army  band.  Then  the  Army  sent  hirt  to  Niagara  Falls 
to  help  make  picric  acid. (used  for  poison  gas) 

Later  he  connected  with  City  Service  Oil  Co.,  and 
proved  to  be  good  at  making  their  quality  products. 

And  being  pleasant,  well  mannered,  willingand  active, 
he  was  advanced  from  time  to  time  until  at  prepant 
after  38  years,  he  is  Vice  President  of  the  City 
Service  Oil  Company.  His  Offices  are  in  down  town 
New  York  City,  and  he  lives  in  nearby  New  Jersey. 
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MARIE  WILHELM I NA  WELLEMEYER,  was  born  Oct . 17th ,1862 
on  a  farm  near  Wapello,  Louisa  Co,  Iowa, 
the  seventy  of  a  family  of  nine  children. 

Her  Father  -  Henry  Frederick  Wellemeyer. 

Her  Mother  -  Catherine  Elizabeth  Fiegenbaum. 

Came  to  Garner  Iowa  with  her  parents  at  age  13. 

Her  great  ambition  from  early  childhood  was  to  beoome 
a  teacher,  and  she  bent  every  energy  tward  the 
preparation  for  that  profession.  Possessed  of  a  clear 
mind  and  abounding  vitality,  she  attained  that  goal  at 
the  early  age  of  sixteen,  and  for  three  years  oucesafuly 
followed  that  calling. 

Then  she  attended  the  German  College  at  Mt. Pleasant  Iowa. 
Here  she  met  the  young  professor  of  german,  Geo. B. Addicks 
and  in  June  1882,  Marie  Wilhelmina  Wellemeyer  age  20, 
and  Geo. B. Addicks  were  married.  He  was  age  28. 

To  this  union  five  children  were  born,  of  whom  Wesley 
died  in  infancy  and  four  lived  to  become  men  and  women, 
they  are:  -  Marie  -  Raymond  -  Dorothy  -  Eunice. 

After  one  year  spent  at  Mt. Pleasant,  Professor  Addicks 
was  appointed  to  the  pastorate  of  the  German  Methodist 
Church  at  Pekin  Illinois,  and  for  five  years  she 
presided  over  that  parsonage  home  with  dignity  and  grace. 

Then  they  moved  to  Warrenton  Missouri,  where  Dr  Addicks 
was  elected  professor  of  Theology,  and  later  was  made 
president  of  Central  Wesleyan  College. 

Here  she  spent  many  useful  ana  happy  years. 

Jus  t  a  1 thymb  nail'  sketch  of  Geo.  R.  Addicks. 

He  was  born  Sent. $-1854,  in  Rock  Island  Co.  Illinois. 

He  attended  rural  school  and  parochial  school. 

Then  he  attended  Central  Wesleyan  College  for  four  vrs. 
and  graduated  in  1875  at  age  21,  -  He  continued  his 
theological  at  Garret  Biblical  Institute  at 
Evenstan  Ill , He  started  preaching  at  Genesceo  Ill, 
and  stayed  there  one  year 
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Then  for  seven  years  he  taught  german  and  literature 
at  the  German  College  at  Mt. Pleasant  Iowa. 

Then  for  five  years  he  was  pastor  at  Pekin  Illinois. 

In  1890,  he  began  teaching  theology  at  Warrenton  Mo. 

In  1894,  he  was  elected  president  of  Central  Wesleyan 
College  at  Warrenton  Missouri. 

On  January  81st,  1910,  Dr  Gee. R. Add ichs  suddenly  died 
Cause  of  death,  Over  work.  He  was  a  bright  intelligent 
man,  with  no  limit  to  hie  ambition.  Age  55  years,  5  months, 
burial  at  Warrenton  Missouri. 


Marie  Wilhelmina  Wellemeyer  Ad  icke  was 
married  at  20  -  Widowed  at  48  -  Died  at  73. 

After  her  husbands  death,  Marie  Addicks  lived 
FOR  her  children,  giving  them  such  educational 
advantages  as  the  family  could  afford, 
guiding  and  directing  their  lives  into  paths 
of  righteous  and  useful  living. 

She  died  May  31st,  1936.  -  Her  age  73  yrs,  7  months. 
Her  death  was  at  Webster  Grove  Missouri, 
and  burial  at  Warrenton  Missouri. 


The  four  children  at  this  time  were 

1  -MARIE  -  Mrs.  C.  E. Quellrr.alz 

2  -  RAYMOND. C. ADDICKS  -  -  -  - 

3  -  Dorothy-  Mrs  H.J.Mowles 

4  -  Eunice  -  Mrs  Vance  E  Fisher  - 


listed  as  below. 
St .  Lo  uis  Mo. 

'Webster  Grove  Mo 
S  e  1 1  i  n  gs  gr  c  v  e  P  a 


Renton  Harbor  Mich 
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GEORGE  LEONARD  WELLEMEYER,  was  born  Oct .8  -1865, 
on  a  farm  near  Wapello,  Louisa  County  Iowa, 
the  eight  of  a  family  of  nine  children. 

His  Father  -  Henry  Frederick  Wellemeyer 
His  Mother  -  Catherine  Elizabeth  Fiegenbaura 

He  came  to  Garner  Iowa  with  his  parents  at  age  ten, 

Here  he  completed  his  public  school  education,  after 
which  he  attended  the  ' Worden-Polock  Academy’,  which 
was  a  sort  of  private  high  school,  located  at  Garner. 
Then  for  two  years  he  attended  College  at  Mt. Pleasant  la 

He  taught  a  rural  school, four  miles  south  of  Garner 
for  three  years,  he  lived  at  home  and  walked  to  and 
from  his  school  work  daily. 

The  life  work  of  Geo  L. Wellemeyer ,  however,  was  that 
of  a  Printer.  He  moved  often  and  several  times  tried 
other  work,  but  always  came  back  to  the  print  shop, 
which  was  the  work  he  liked  best. 

He  worked  for  the  Garner  Democrat  for  several  years. 

He  owned  at  one  time  a  paper  and  print  shop  at  Cope 
Colorado;  He  started  the  Iowa  Valley  Press  at  Belmond  la 
Was  Editor  of  The  Klemme  Times.  OwnaddThe  Britt  Tribune. 
Then  He  moved  to  Harris  Iowa,  where  he  carried  mail  on 
a  rural  route,  and  owned  and  operated  the  Karris  Herald, 
which  he  later  consolidated  with  the  Ocheydan  Press. 

After  moving  to  Ocheydan  Iowa, he  and  his  son  Leonard 
operated  this  paper  for  several  years.  At  the  time  of 
his  demise  he  was  ope  rating  a  Movie  Theatre  at  Afton  la 

He  was  a  good  ’writer’  his  style  was  optumistic  and 
folks  liked  to  read  his  ■etuf.  He  was  artistic  in  his 
Ad  set  ups.  and  was  a  good  mechanic,  could  take  any  old 
press  and  work  it  over  to  do  real  nice  printing. 

He  was  a  brilliant  conversationalist.  Was  perhaps  the 
most  unselfish  man  that  I  ever  met,  was  a  friend  to 
everyone®  However  if  the  going  got  tuff,  in  a  financial 
way,  maybe  in  a  depression,  he  was  too  quick  to  sell 
out  and  move  to  another  town  and  another  paper,  thus, 
he  was  a  'rolling  Stone'  and  liked  it  that  way. 

It  was  in  1899, that  George  Leonard  Wellemeyer  age  34, 
and  Aurilla  Farnhara  Sage  age  22,  were  married. 

Before  her  marriage,  Miss  Sage  assisted  her  father, 
8pencer  Langdon  Sage,  in  the  print  shop  of  the 
Garner  Herald.  She  had  worked  in  this  shop  since  she 
f inished) High  School,  and  was  a  healthy,  friendly 
and  most’' competent  young  lady_.  I  i  _ 
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From  this  union  came  three  sons  : 

Leonard  Russell  -born  March  7,  1900. 

Lyle  E.  -  -  born  April  10,1901. 

Mahlon  Allan  -  -  born  June  22,1902. 

A  tragedy  occured  on  March  28th  1903,  the  Geo  Wellemeyer 
family  were  moving  from  one  house  to  another  in  Garner  I 
while  the  drayman  was  loading  boxes  and  crates  at  the 
back  porch,  a  shot  gun  which  was  resting  on  the  ceiling 
joice  of  the  back  porch,  fell  down  and  discharged, 
the  load  struck  Aurilla  in  the  chest  as  she  stood  in  the 
doorway  of  the  residence,  and  with  her  last  breath 
she  said  “Take  Mahlon  to  Mary".  She  was  too  young  to  die 
age  26  -  They  had  been  married  only  four  years 
and  her  babies  needed  her. 

Mary,  Mrs  Frank. H. Wellemeyer ,  did  take  the  nine  month 
old  Mahlon,  gave  him  a  home  and  a  mother’s  care  untill 
he  was  eight  years  old.  Then  Mary  Wellemeyer, a  widow, 
and  her  eyesight  failing,  made  arrangements  for  his  care 
at  the  Methodist  Orphans  Home  in  Warrenton  Missouri, 
where  hie  two  older  brothers  had  previously  been  placed. 

These  three  Wellemeyer  Lads  suffered  a  serious  set  back 
when  they  became  orphans  at  so  young  an  age.  but  they 
are  healthy  and  rugged  individuals  and  well  bred  from 
intelligent  parents,  And  you  cant  hold  good  men  down 
by  set  backs,  and  I  predict  that  as  the  generations 
move  on,  some  of  the  great  Wellemeyer  Families  of  the 
future  will  be  proud  to  trace  their  ancestry  back  to 
one  or  the  other  of  these  three  boys. 

In  the  year  1910,  George  L  Wellemeyer  age  45,  and 
Emma  Town  were  married.  Miss  Town  was  serving  as 
County  Recorder  of  Dickinson  County  ,  and  lived  in 
Spirit  Lake*  at  the  time. 

To  them,  one  son  was  born,  Roland  Owen  in  1911. 

George  Leonard  Wellemeyer  died  April  8-1932, 
from  a  heart  attack  at  Afton  Iowa  where  he  operated 
a  Movie  Theatre.  Funeral  Services  were  held  in  the 
Arthur  Wellemeyer  residence  at  Klernme  Iowa,  with  the 
Masonic  Lodge  from  Garner  Iowa  in  charge,  and  burial 
made  on  the  ’Sage  Lots’  in  Concord  Twp  Cemetery, 
on  the  south  edge  of  Garner  Iowa. 

There  are  no  head  stones  for  George  and  Aurilla, 
but  their  graves  are  side  by  side  next  north  from  the 
marker  of  Spencer  Langdon  Sage 

George  reached  the  age  of  66  vearsand  6  ■onthe. 
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LEONARD  RUSSELL  WELLEMEYER*  born  in  1900,  is  55  years  old, 
and  his  wife  Amanda  Pauline  Griep  is  52,  they  live  at 
Lompoc  California,  where  Leonard  has  been  working:  for  a 
larere  printing  concern  for  many  years  which  puts  out  a 
daily  paper,  (population  6000.) 


They  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters  and  four  sons, 
ran  cine-  in  ace  (1955)  from  22  to  33  years,  all  are  married 
and  in  homes  of  their  own,  and  they  have  maybe  a  dozen 
cr andchildren e  Their ss  is  a  Christian  home,  and  the 
healthy  children  are  v.well  trained. 


The  picture  at  richt  , shows  Re^il  and  his  mother  just 
after  his  installation  as  ’Master  Councilor’  of  the 
order  of  DeMoley,  his  ace  18  years. 

He's  a  Bic  Boy,  over  six  foot,  he  does  not  smoke  or 
drink,  clean  and  conscientious.  In  his  hi  school  days 
he  recieved  a  Bulova  Watch  for  beinc  the  best  all 
arnun^  player  on  football.  Also  won  school  heavy  weight 
boxinc  championship. 


All  six  children  of  Amanda  an e  Leonard,  are  more  or  less 
outstanding  am one  the  y  ounc  folks  of  their  ace  croup. 

LYRLL  ^.WELLEMEYER  ,  ace  54  (in  19.35) 

Married,  and  the  family  lives  in  Baltimore  Maryland. 

V/h <=> r p  Lve"n  has  been  working*  in  Bethlehem  Steel  for 
thirty  years.  One  Qon  -  Ea^l  Wellemeyer  ace  30. 

MAHLON  ALLAN  WELLEMEYEP ,  ace  53,  is  *incle. 

Has  also  been  workinc  in  steel  for  t rm  last  25  years. 

He  works  in  the  same  plant  with  Lyell. 

his  adress  -  1508  -N  -  tfashincton  ctr,  Baltimore  Md. 

ROLAND  OWEN  WELLEMEYER,  ace  44 

his  wife, Alice  Pose  Schaetzel  ace  33, 

their  son,  Robert  Owen  Wellemeyer ,  ace  8. 

Their  home  is  at  5620  Thomas  ave  south,  Minneapolis  10, Minn. 
RnlpnH  i a  tiie  Motion  Picture  Proi ect ionist.  and  Recreational 
Le a.d pt"  at  the  Veterns  Admins trat ion  Hospital  ,  Minnaoolis. 
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CHARLES  LOUIS  WE LLE MEYER ,  was  born  in  1870, 
on  a  farm  near  Wapello,  Louisa  County  Iowa, 
the  youngest  of  nine  children. 

His  Father  -  Henry  Frederick  Wellemeyer 
His  Mother  -  Catherine  Elizabeth  Fiegenbaum. 

He  was  a  lad  of  five  when  the  family  moved  to 
Garner,  Hancock  County,  Iowa. 

He  recieved  all  the  education  available  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  home  town,  which  was  probably  thru  the  eight  grade, 
then  he  attended  for  two  years  the  1 Worden-Polock 1  Academy 
at  Garner  Iowa. 

He  played  in  the  City  Cornet  Band,  sang  in  the  church  choir 
and  mixed  generaly  with  the  young  folks  of  his  age. 

All  of  the  six  sons  of  Henry  F  Wellemeyer  loved  to  hunt  and 
shoot  wild  game,  each  son  owned  a  shot  gun  and  a  rifle. 

Three  of  these  boys  would  rather  hunt  than  work,  and 
Henry  F.  would  have  to  keep  an  eye  on  them,  lest  they  neglect 
the  field  work  and  sneak  away  to  do  some  hunting, 
these  were:  Will  -  Fred  -  and  George. 

The  other  three  would  see  that  tiie  work  was  done  up  first, 
these  were:  Frank  -  Edward  -  Charles. 

Charles  took  his  field  work  seriously  and  always  did  a  neat 
job,  and  was  most  dependable  while  he  worked  for  his  Dad. 

I  was  ten,  in  1890,  when  I  started  working  for  Grand  Dad, 
and  Charles  was  twenty,  quite  a  difference  in  our  afres , 
in  fact  he  was  twice  my  age,  hence  we  did  not  ' Chum '  together . 

It  must  have**  been  in  139R,  that  we  had  a  beautiful  field 
of  flax  growing  which  promised  a  good  yield.  We  also  had 
a  load  of  good  quality  steers  feeding.  And  Grandfather 
anounqed  that  the  money  from  these  fat  cattle,  when  sold, 
would  be  used  to  put  Charles  theu  College. 

Charles  went  in  to  Chicago  to  see  the  fat  steers  sold. 

Charles  Louis  Wellemeyer,  attended  college  for  four  years 
at1  Central  ’Wesleyan'  in  Warrenton  Missouri,  and  then 
continued  his  studies  for  one  year  at  University  of  Chicago. 
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Mother  Wellemeyer ,  ofcourse,  told  Charles  when  he  left 
home,  that  if  he  should  feeli'the  call'  to  preach,  to 
be  sure  and  heed  it  as  she  considered  this  to  be  the  most 
worth  while  work  in  the  world,  to  be  a  Methodist  Minister. 

It  was  in  1897,  that  I  attended  Charles  City  College  for 
one  winter  to  take  a  commercial  course.  And  who  should 
I  meet  when  I  walked  into  the  hallway  of  the  college  but 
Charles. L. Wellemeyer ,  he  was  nicely  dressed  and  looked 
good  with  his  dark  ’side  burns’.  Officially  he  was 
Professor  of  Latin  and  Greek  in  Charles  City  College. 

’Dumb  Teenager '  that  I  was,  I  smiled  broadly,  -and  with 
a  wave  of  the  hand  and  a  booming  voice,  greeted  him 
as  ’HI  Uncle  Charlie’  -  He  gave  me  a  curt  nod  and  with 
a  stern  face  walked  past. 

That  evening  Charles  came  to  see  me,  and  explained  that 
students  attending  college  must  only  adress  members  of 
the  faculty  as  ' Pr of esset ’  ,  and  men  students  should  be 
called  ’Mr’.  But  the  mischief  had  been  done,  and  his 
nick  name  among  the  students  was  ’Uncle  Charlie’ 
for  ever  after.  He  sure  hated  that. 

In  190?,  or  thereabouts,  Char les. L. Wellemeyer  accepted 
a  position  at  Central  Wesleyan  College ,Warr enton  Mo. 
as  Professor  of  Latin  anc  Greek,  he  held  this  possission 
for  twenty  years.  He  usualy  taught  at  summer  school  too. 
Geo. B. Add  inks  was  president  of  the  college  at  the  time. 

His  father  Henry , F. Wei lemeyer  died  in  1899,  and  several 
years  later  his  aged  mother  broke  up  hous eke eking  in 
Garner  Iowa.  Charles,  still  single,  rented  a  house  in 
Warrenton,  and  invited  her  to  come  and  keep  house  for 
him,  which  s&e  did,  this  was  nice  for  Mother  Wellemeyer 
because  she  enjoyed  attending  church  whicg  was  nearby, 

The  mother  lived  until  Feb. 1st  1918.  reached  age  91. 

On  August  22  1917,  Charles  L  Wellemeyer  age  47,  and 
Bertha  Wengler  age  36,  were  married.  They  lived  in 
Warrenton  Mo  for  five  years. 

And  became  the  parents  of  two  sons. 

In  1922,  they  moved  onto  a  small  farm  near  Neelyville  Mo, 
where  they  resided  for  five  years,  during  three  of  these 
year 8  Charles  was  principal  of  a  small  High  School. 


oi 


:  rof)  V  0  Ufa!  ni  o  a  n  K 

rf,Ti  > 


(  o  *•*  ft  n 


»  ■  <r 


■  nC  s  ConU 1 


.  >1  -W. 

,;0  '  2  •  <;  *  ill 

w  r>;xr  t  bA.a.O*  • 

— f  ?« 


i  .*  rex  ,>v 

i  p v .  1  -rfi  oil  ao3-nf>rifif 


*(3009  rwj-  lo  3rf;  * ^or»  bfiA 


Charles.  L.  V\/e  1 1  emejjer. 


And  then  in  1927,  the  family  made  their  last  move, 
when  they  moved  to  Wichita  Kanaa* (population  170,000.) 

Here  Charles  age  57,  took  a  position  as  Custodian 
of  the  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  and  in  connection  with 
this  he  became  a  salesman  for  the  Rawleigh  Products  Co. 
after  three  years  he  gave  up  the  custodian  job. 

Charles  was  fond  of  good  music,  and  where  ever  he  was 
located,  he  soon  became  a  member  of  the  church  choir. 

Charles. L. Wellemeyer  died  Nov.19  -  1946.  age  76  years. 
He  was  bed-fast  only  a  few  days.  Funeral  Services 
were  conducted  by  the  Trinity  Methodist  Church, 
burial  in  the  Wichita  Park  Cemetery. 

Herbert,  hie  son  wrote  to  me"  Larry  and  I  could  not 
have  had  a  better  father”.  And  Bertha  his  wife  wrote 
"Charley  was  to  me  an  ideal  husband,  and  a  good  father 
to  the  two  boys". 


THE  TWO  SONS; 


Herbert .A.Wellemeyer  ------  born  1919 

his  wife,  Ruth  Sohiff  -  -  -  -born  1924 


their  child  Stephanie  Sue  Wellemeyer-  1949 

Herbert  is  Lieut.  Commander  in  the  Navy 
he  returned  from  Japan  in  Sept  1955 
expects  to  make  Navy  his  life  work, 
his  wife  is  a  native  of  germany. 
their  adress  in  1954  was,  - 
477  Carlos  Ave , Redwood  City,  Calif. 

Lawrence  Wellemeyer  -  -  -  -  born  1922 
his  wife,  Lucile  Lorson  -  -  -  born  1921 
Two  Children  - 

1  -  James  Randall  Wellemeyer  1951 

2  -  Mary  Kay  Wellemeyer  1954 

their  adress  in  1954  was,  - 
1505-S-Terrace ,  Wichita  Kansas 
(Lawrence  has  served  in  the  army) 
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FRANK  HENRY  WELLEMEYER  -  ----- 

Ms  wife-MARY  MALVINE  KLAU3  ------ 

1R49  - 
1853  - 

1909 

1930 

Their  NINE  CHILDREN  liRted  below. 

.***********************1 

A  *  *  ♦  4> 

*  * 

l.  OATHERINE  ELIZABETH  WELLEMEYER,  sinfrle  -  -  - 

1876  - 

1917 

CARL  WESLEY  WELLEMEYER( 2ohild. )  -  -  -  -  - 

‘••'his  wife  -  Sarah  Merten  ------- 

1877  - 
1877  - 

1933 

1-Howard  Fletcher  Wellemeyer  - 

1909  - 

2-  Helen  Clarice  Wellemeyer  - 

’  1912  - 

1931 

j.EMELIA  ESTELLA  WELLEMEYER,  sins-le  -  -  -  - 

1878  - 

1907 

ii  (FRANZ)  ARTHUR  ’WELLEMEYER 
/•hie  wife  LYDIA  DORA  GRIEWE 
five  children  listed  elsewhere. 

1880  - 
1880  - 

1949 

^ ERNST  EDWARD  WELLEMEYER , ( 2  child.)  -  -  -  - 

'his  wife-  Myrtle  Schultz  ------- 

1882  - 
1893  - 

1943 

1-Ruth  Bernice  Wellemeyer  - 

husband-  John  L  Burke, (  2  child.) 

-  1924  - 
1925  - 

Kathryn  Jane  Burkfe  _____ 
Jobs  than  Robert  Burk  e- 

1954  - 

1955  - 

2-Dr  Jane  Elizabeth  Wellemeyer  - 
husband  -Dr  Frank  R  De  Luca  - 

1925  - 
1924  - 

L  JOHN  FLETCHER  WELLE':1EYER ,  (  3  child.)  -  -  - 

**hi8  wife-01  inlia  Gethraan  ------- 

1883  - 
1886  - 

1949 

1-Catherine  Margeret  Wellemeyer 

husband-Alan  Farlev,(l  child.)  -  - 

1910  - 

Eleanor  Farley 

1934  - 

2-John  Fletcher  Wellemeyer,  Jr.  - 

wife-Mary  Jane  Hill, (3  child.) 

1913  - 
1912  - 

Mary  1943  -  John  1945  -  Charles 

1948. 

3-Mary  Louise  Wellemeyer  - 

husband-Lars  Stal,  (2  child)  _ 

1915  - 

1916  - 

Karl  1940  -  Kristin  1942. 
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n  HULDA  MARIE  WELLEMEYER , (a  pair  of  twins)  -  1886  - 

!•  husband-Rober t  William  Merten  -----  1883  - 

h.-Mary  Blnora  Merten,  (4Child. )  -  -  1913  - 

husband-Dale  Clark  ------  1913  - 

Robert  Dale  Clark  -----  1933  - 

David  Kent  Clark  -  -  1940  - 

Sudan  Elizabeth  Clark-  -  1943  - 

John  Christopher  Clark  -  1951  - 

2-Robert  Ernest  Merten  -----  1913  - 

wife-  Ella  Mae  Powell  -----  1909  - 

One  son-  John  Powell  -  -  - 

,  RUTH  LISETTA  WELLEMEYER ,( 2  Child,)  -  -  -  1889  - 

hueband-Clar ence  Lewis  Melcher  -----  1885  -  1927 

1-Edward  Lewis  Melcher ,( 2child .) -  -  -  1918  - 

wife-Jeanne  Anderson  -----  1920  - 


Katherine  Melcher  -----  1946  - 

Sarah  Melcher  ------  1951  - 


2-Ruth  Marilyn  Melcher, (two  sons) 
husband-Jean  Darryl  Folck  - 


1921  - 
1920  -  1952 


Forest  Edward  Folck- 
David  Lewis  Folck  - 


1948- 
1949  - 


^CLARA  LOIS  ADELAID  WELLEMEYER,  infant 


1890  -  1891 
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FRANK  HENRY  WELLEMEYER,  was  born  December  11  -1849 
on  a  farm  west  of  St  Louis,  Warren  County,  Missouri 
the  second  of  ten  children. 

His  father  -  Henry  F  Wellemeyer 

His  Mother  -  Catherine  Elizabeth  Fiegenbaura. 

The  family  moved  to  Wapello  when  Frank  was  a  baby, (1050) 
and  as  the  eldest  son  he  grew  up  to  be  hie  father's 
chief  helper  on  the  farm. 

He  started  to  school  at  the  age  of  twelve,  and  completed 
tne  first  six  grades  in  two  winters,  then  he  began  reading 
everything  in  the  house,  including  his  mother's  medical 
books  and  the  Bible. 

As  a  youth  he  did  think  somewhat  seriously  of  becoming 
a  physician,  thus  at  the  age  of  19,  he  took  a  job  with 
a  Doctor  in  Quincy  Illinois.  He  took  care  of  the 
driving  team  and  drove  for  tne  Doc  on  night  calls. 

For  this  he  recieved  his  board  and  room.  In  the  daytime 
he  attended  a  college  at  Quincy,  which  was  probably  the 
equivilant  of  high  school  today.  He  attended  at 
Quincy  for  two  winters. 

His  uncle  Henry  Fiegenbaura  was  the  Methodist  Minister 
at  Quincy,  Frank  loved  to  sing,  and  attended  meetings 
whenever  he  could. 

His  uncle,  whom  JFrank  admired  very  much,  said  to  him 
one  day  "Maybe  some  day  you  too  will  feel  the  call 
to  preach  the  gospel".  He  loaned  Frank  several 
religious  books  to  read. 

Up  until!  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  all  his  work 
and  wages  was  given  to  the  family,  which  was  customary. 

HORSE  TRADER*:  - 

Many  of  the  families  who  rented  farms  'on  shares'  in  that 
locality,  sometimes  called  'Share  Croppers'  had  the  habit 
of  selling  everything  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  this  included 
the  crop,  horses,  mules,  and  sometimes  their  crude  farming 
equipment.  Thus  they  would  pay  off  all  of  their  debts. 

And  then  in  the  spr ing  they  would  start  all  over  again, 
buy  horses,  feed, seed  .etc.  and  give  a  mortgage  to  their 
banker  due  and  payable  in  the  fall. 

One  fall,  Frank  Wellemeyer  made  arrangements  with  his 
banker,  to  buy  two  teams  with  harness,  agreeing  to  sell 
them  in  tne  spring  and  pay  up. 
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He  used  these  teams  during  the  winter  on  hauling  jobs, 
he  was  21  now  and  the  profit  would  be  hie  own, 
he  doubled  hie  money  on  these  two  teams,  and  the  banker 
offered  to  back  him  on  all  he  cared  to  buy  the  next  fall. 

Geo  E  Minden  and  Frank  H  Wellemeyer  worked  together  in 
this  horse  and  mule  business,  each  bought  his  own  animals, 
but  they  kept  them  in  the  same  sheds  and  took  care  of  them 
together , Both  men  did  well  financialy,  at  one  time  they 
had  a  herd  of  ICO  animals  to  sell  in  the  spring. 

In  the  spring  of  1874,  just  after  disposing  of  their 
horses  and  mules,  Frank  H  Wellemeyer  made  a, trip  to 
Hancock  County  Iowa,  and  purchased  all  of  section  16 
in  Liberty  Township,  at  a  price  of  $2.85  per  acre. 

He  brought  along  four  mules,  and  with  these  started 
breaking  up  the  prairie  sod,  He  also  built  a  small 
frame  house  size  14  x  28. 

TAKES  A  WIFE:  - 

And  the  next  spring  after  the  crops  were  in,  he  drove  to 
Ooleeburg  Iowa,  where  Frank  Henry  Wellemeyer  age  25,  and 
Mary  Malvine  Klaus  age  22, were  married  on  June  3rd  1875. 
a. t  the  ^parental  John  Dietrich  Ilaus  farm  home. 

Mary 1 s  household  items  and  her  trunk,  were  loaded  into 
a  nice  new  wagon,  with  a  spring  seat,  covered  by  a 
large  farm  type  umbrella. 

They  climbed  to  the  seat,  the  groom  gathered  up  the  reins, 
and  the  matched  team  of  young  mules  started  off  on  a  brisk 
trot,  and  in  two  days  of  driving  they  covered  the  140  mile 
to  their  new  farm  home. 

Cn  this  farm 
I  their  eldest  child 
*  CATHERINE  ELIZABETH 

was  born  April  20th  1876. 

After  talking  things  over  with  his  wife  Mary,  -  Frank 
decided  to  enter  the  ministry  for  the  German  Methodists. 

He  sold  the  west  half  of  section  16  to  his  brother  William 
and  rented  the  east  half  to  John  Hartke  on  shares. 

SLEEPYEYE,  Nicollet  Co,  Minn. 1876  -1879  -  3  years. 
They  moved  to  Sleepyeye,  his  first  appointment , and  during 
the  three  years  of  his  stay  here,  built  both  a  Church  and 
a  Parsonage  near  the  center  of  town,  He  also  built  a 
Church  at  New  Ulm,  and  a  Church  at  Springfield,  nearby. 

The  grasshoppers  destroyed  much  of  their  crop  for  two  of 
these  years,  during  which  time  the  pastor  lived  on  about 
$100 •  per  year.  -  Ofcourse,  the  par ishioneers  donated 
horse  feed , brought  in  meat,  and  the  Springfield  Milling  Co 
donated  flour,  cornraeal,  and  other  of  their  products. 

And  thuls^they  lived  as  well  as  the  others. 
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The  little  town  of  Sleepyeye,  named  after  an  Indian  Chief, 
whose  weathered  and  brons  statue  still  stands  on  the 
town  square,  was  the  birth  place  of  two  of  their  children: 

CARL  WESLEY  -  born  May  12-1877  -  died  11-23-1933. 

EMELIE  ESTELLA  -  born  Oct  12-  1878  died  *-14-1907 

HENDERSON,  Sibley  Co.  Minn. 1879  -  1881  -2  years. 
Winter  came  early  the  fall  they  moved  to  Henderson,  and 
in  late  September  there  was  a  nice  sleigh  track  to  their 
residence  four  miles  west  of  Henderson. 

It  was  a  long,  barn  like  structure,  dirt  floor,  all  one 
large  room,  It  needed  windows,  a  new  door,  and  the  crack 
on  the  roof  along  the  ridge  needed  to  be  covered  with 
strips  cut  from  four  'buffalo  robes1,  to  keep  out  the  cold 
and  the  sifting  snow.  In  the  south  end  of  this  building, 
they  set  up  the  cook  stove  on  the  dirt  floor,  in  the  north 
half  they  first  covered  the  dirt  with  a  large  canvass, 
and  then  covered  that  with  a  rag  carpet,  on  which  they  set 
up  the  heating  stove  and  two  beds. 

The  outside  of  the  house  was  banked  high  with  flax  straw, 
which  made  it  a  comfortable  place  to  live. 

(R  ev. Frank,  being  an  evangelist,  had  succeded  in 
converting  a  barn  into  a  house.; 

Then  Mary  and  the  children  were  brought  out  from  town, 
where  they  had  stayed  for  a  few  days.  They  were  the  first 
family  that  had  ever  lived  in  this  barn,  -  and  probably 
the  last.  -  Their  fourth  child  was  born  here  ;  - 

FRANZ  ARTHUR  -  Born  Feb. 22-1880. 

Arthur  says, "Yes  my  Mother's  name  was  Mary,  and  I  was  born 
in  a  barn,  but  I  was  NOT  born  in  a  manger f  You  must  be 

thinking  of  some  one  else. 

* 

The  pioneer  famil&eefof  this  Henderson  Community,  had 
lived  here  maybe  ten  or  fifteen  years  without  a  church, 
and  now  they  were  to  have  both  a  church  and  a  resident 
paster.  They  were  Glad  -  Glad  to  hear  the  'spoken  word'  , 
Glad  to  sing  the  church  hymns,  Glad  to  respond  at  revival 
meetings,  and  everybody  joined  the  church. 

It  was  a  timber  country  and  the  entire  community  turned 
out  to  help  cut  trees  and  drag  them  over  the  snow  to  the 
building  site  for  the  construction  of  the  new  log  church, 
and  later  for  the  parsonage  as  well. 
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It  was  a  sari  day  for  the  Henderson  Congregation,  when  the 
Rev. Frank  Henry  Wellerneyer  preached  his  farewell  sermon, 
this  thirty  year  old  pastor  had  given  them  so  much. 

L  E  M  A  R  9  ,  Iowa,  Plymouth  Co,  1881  -  1882  -  one  year. 

It  was  a  relief  to  move  to  LeMars,  they  had  both  a  Church 
building  and  a  Parsonage. 

This  was  a  fast  growing  farmers  town  with  mud  streets, 

A  roller  mill,  the  Y/ernlie  Normal  School,  and  an  active 
ousiness  sectibn.  The  German  Methodist  Church  was  the 
biggest  thing  in  town. 

There  was  a  8aloon  located  in  the  same  block  with  the 
church.  But, the  Rev  Wellerneyer  (And  the  Lord)  mace  it 
so  hot  for  them  that  they  moved  out. 

Their  fifth .child 
c-  ERNST  EDWARD 
^  WA8  EORN  -  January  23rd  1882 

at  LeMars  Iowa,  He  died  2-26-1943. 

?  R  E  P  0  R  T?  Illinois.  1882  -  1884  -  two  years. 

This  was  quite  a  town,  had  several  factories. 

The  Chirr ch  and  Parsonage  were  in  the  same  yard,  enclosed 
v/ith  a  white  picket  fence,  (I  found  that  one  picket  was 
loose  and  I  could  get  out.)  The  Henne^  Carriage  Factory 
was  on  one  side  of  us,  and  a  deep  creek  on  the  other. 

j  Freeport  was  the  birth  place  of  their  sixth  child, 
k' JOHN  FLETCHER  -  born  December  26th, 1883. 

Grandmother  Klaus  was  with  us  for  the  occasion,  and  when 
she  left,  she  took  the  noisy  four  year  old  Arthur  along 
with  her  to  Colesburg  Iowa,  where  he  ran  wild  on  the 
Herman  Ho3 scher  farm  for  a  year  or  more, 

Grandmother,  a  widow,  made  her  home  with  the  Holscher  Family. 

In  connection  with  Freeport;  I  must  tell  you  about  the  Janitor 
of  our  church.  It  had  rained  for  a  week,  the  creek  was 
running  full  of  dirty  yellow  water,  and  it  was  still 
raining  on  Sunday  morning.  The  first  bell  rang  for  the 
church  service,  And  when  the  first  people  arrived  they 
foundthat  the  Janitor  had  hung  himself,  with  the  bell  rope, 

In  the  entry  of  the  church.  Dad  was  called,  and  I, 
sensing  the  excitement,  sneaked  a way  from  my  big  sister 
Elizabeth,  hurried  to  the  church,  stuck  my  head  in  the  door, 
and  got  a  look  at  the  fool  janitor  too.  But  Dad  promptly 
ordered  me  back  to  the  house. 
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THE  RUNAWAY:  -  One  afternoon,  Ernst  3, and  Arthur  4, 
were  tucked  in  between  their  parents  in  a  top-buggy, 
the  pony  team  was  jogging  along  at  a  ’Dog  Trot’ ,  which 
was  the  habitual  way  that  western  branded  ponies  traveled 
^n  that  day,  when  all  of  a  sudden,  one  pony  hesitated 
a  second  and  then  playfuly  jumped  high  over  a  little 
mud  hole  in  the  road£  maybe  she  was  wearing  new  shoes 
and  did  not  want  to  get  them  dirty) 

This  high  jump  manouver  twisted  the  ’neckyoke’  in  such 
a  manner  that  it  slipped  back  over  the  notch  of  the 
bugy  tongue,  when  Dad  pulled  on  the  reins  to  stop  the 
team,  the  bugy  kept  rolling  ahead  and  bumped  them  in  the  rear. 

Then  they  were  off  like  a  flash,  as  it  happened,  there  was 
neither  ditch  or  fence  just  there,  so  Dad  turned  them  into 
a  wheat  field,  where  o  the  ground  was  soft,  -  grabbed  me 
by  the  neck  with  one  hand  and  tossed  me  onto  a  wheat  shock. 
Mother  took  time  to  pin  Ernst  up  in  his  blanket  and  tossed  him 
out  onto  a  wheat  shock  too.  Then  Dad  touched  the  ponies 
lightly  with  the  whip  and  drove  them  round  and  round  in  the 
soft  ground  timt&cE  they  were  wet  and  breathing  hard. 

When  Dad  said  ’Whoa’  they  were  glad  to  stop,  a  tempory 
but  strong  repair  was  made  with  a  hitching  strap,  the 
youngsters  were  picked  up,  and  we  were  on  our  way  home  again. 

G  I  A  R  D:  -Clayton  Co  Iowa,  1884  -  1887  -Three  years. 

This  is  an  inland  village,  in  the  hills,  about  ten  miles 
60-west  from  McGregor.  -  We  stayed  three  years,  which  was 
the  limit  according  to  the  church  rules  of  that  day. 

Dad  was  3 S',  experienced,  capable  and  inthused  about  his  work, 
He  doubled  the  membership  of  his  church, 

Mother  told  me,  years  later, that  our  Dad  did  his  best  work 
at  Giard,  every  project  he  attempted  was  successful 
beyond  his  ^expectations. 

Grandmother  Klaus  came  to  visit  us  and  brought  Arthur 
home  to  his  folks.  She^had  promised  Arthur  a  silver  dollar 
to  dress  himself  with®^elp.  -  At  the  mention  of  money, 

Brother  Ernst  put  a  stern  look  on  his  face,  and  dressed 
himself  too,  and  thus  he  also  got  a  silver  dollar. 

Ernst  and  I  wondered  whether  the  one  little  store  in 

Giard  would  have  as  many  as  300  sticks  of  candy,  or 

whether  we  would  have  to  wait  until  we  could  get  to  McGregor. 
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It  was  explained  to  ue  that  our  money  would  have  to  be 
used  for  footwear  -  a  dirty  trick  -  However  we  talked 
Grandmother out  of  eight  cente  more,  which  boughttwo 
sticks  of  candy  for  Arthur,  two  for  Ernst,  and- one  each 
for  the  other  children. 

Ernst  and  I  were  fitted  to  'copper  toed  boots. 

n  Giard  was  the  birth  place  of  their  seventh  child. 
i  HULDA  MARIA,  born  September  18th  1886. 

The  liquor  element  and  the  'Shanty  Irish'  living  in  the 
hills  about  Giard,  caused  no  end  of  trouble,  Dad  would 
lambast  them  from  the  pulpit. 

One  day  the  Irish  Leaded  6aid  to  Dad, "You  can  beat  us 
with  idle  talk  from  your  pulpit,  but  you  wouldn't  last 
long  in  any  real  tuesel" ,  'such  as  what*  ns  a id  Dad, 

"Well  like  wrestling"  said  the  irishman. 

Thus  Dad  was  billed  to  wrestle  an  Irishman  at  the 
County  Fair.  -  Now  Dad,  age  35,  had  a  big  neck  (l7"oollar) 
heavy  shoulders,  narro  hips,  small  feet(size  8  shoe) 
his  regular  weight  200  pounds,  his  height  six  foot, 
he  was  quick  on  his  feet  but  'soft*. 

His  oponent  was  younger,  several  pounds  heavier, 
short  build,  unshaved,  and  confident  of  winning. 

But  Dad  got  the  first  two  falls  and  won  the  match. 

This  increased  his  prestige,  and  some  of  the  Irish 
joined  the  church. 

D  U  B  U  Q *U  E  ,  Iowa,  1887  -  1888  -  one  year. 

Dubuque,  on  the  Mississippi  River,  was  a  beautiful  city 
from  a  boy's  point  of  view,  A  brick  church,  a  spacious 
brick  parsonage,  (anexciting  fire  station  nearby) 

There  was  also  a  'Chapelj,  a  mile  away,  next  to  the 
Dubuque  Malting  Co.  where  Dad  conducted  services  every 
eundav  afternoon. 

The  president  of  the  Malting  Co,  a  temperate  man,  contributed 
nearly  all  of  the  money  for  the  erection  of  the  Chanel, 
and  contributed  liberaly  for  church  expenses,  He  and  hie 
family  attended.  The  place  was  filled  each  Sunday  by  the 
germans  who  worked  for  him,  and  a  few  gardners  who  lived 
nearby.  The  Malting  Co  would  not  hire  a  man  who  drank. 

No  ona  in. our  family  claims 
Dubuque  as  their  birth  place 
this  is  the  first  town  we  hit 
1  *  without  an  addition  to  the  family. 
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Hospital  facilities  at  Dubuque  were  quite  primative 
at  that  time,  and  folks  who  were  sick  at  Oolesburg, 

30  miles  away,  had  the  habit  of  coming  to  Dubuque 
and  staying  at  the  parsonage,  where  Dubuque  Doctors 
could  treat  them*  -  To  mention  a  few: 

One  Lady  from  Oolesburg  had  an  eye  removed  while  in  our 
residence,  Another  came  loaded  with  gall  stones  and  died 
while  at  our  house,  And  Charles  Fiegenbaum,  a  cousin  of 
Dads,  got  his  legs  run  over  by  a  street  car,  and  lay  for 
weeks  in  our  house  while  his  bones  knit,  but  he  was  a 
fellow  and  paid  board*  The  others  mostly  did  not  pay. 

Years  later,  maybe  20  years  later, my  mother  Mary  Wellemeyer 
became  ill  and  wrote  to  Dr  Murphy  about  it,  This  Doc  had 
become  head  of  a  Dubuque  Hospital,  He  asked  Mother  to 
his  hospital.  He  took  good  care  of  her,  and  after  two 
weeks  she  asked  at  the  desk  for  her  bill,  and  was  told 
that  her  bill  had  all  been  paid  by  the  good  Doctor. 

L  E  M  A  R  8,  Plymouth  Co.  Iowa-1888  -  1890  -Two  years. 

This  was  the  second  time  that  we  lived  at  LeMare. 

There  was  also  a  rural  church,  called  Rossback  Township 
which  was  a  part  of  the  LeMars  job, 

LeMare  was  the  birthplace 
9~  of  their  eighth  child 

RUTH  LISETTA4  born  January  15th  1889 


GARNER,  Hancock  Co.  Iowa  -1890  -  1893  -Three  years. 

This  job  had  four  preaching  places,  namely:  - 
GARNER  -  HAYFIELD  -  LIBERTY  TV/P  -  KLEMME. 

The  Rev. Frank. H. Wellemeyer ,  was  given  an  assistant, 
a  young  marf  by  the  name  of  Rev.  H.  H.  Schwietert , 
between  them  they  took  care  of  the  four  preaching  places, 
and  also  built  a  German  Methodist  Church  in  the  town  of 
Klemme,  this  church  was  dedicated  in  the  fall  of  1893. 
and  was  the  most  beautiful  church  in  Hancock  County  at 
that  time,  a  hundred  people  contributed  a  months  wages  satfi 
to  the  builaing  fund.  -  H.J. Klemme  donated  the  lots. 

It  was  in  Garner,  that  their  ninth 
and  last  child  was  born  and  named: 

^-0  LARA  LOIS  ADELAID,  born  Oct. 24-1890. 

She  died  Sept  1st  1891  -  Whooping  Cough 
buried  in  Concord  Cemetery,  Garner. 
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D  E  C  C  R  A  H,  Winneshiek  Co  Iowa. 1893  -  1896  -Three  years. 
This  was  a  Norwegion  Luthern  Town,  and  their  church  was 
the  largest  in  this  town  of  4000  people. 

Decoreh  is  also  the  home  of  Luther  College. 

Then  there  was  the  Luther  Publishing  Co.  who  printed 
books  and  periodicals  for  all  the  Luthern  Churches. 

And  the  ’DEcorah  Poston1  a  norwegion  daily  paper,  with 
a  large  circulation,  they  used  a  carload  of  paper  daily. 

There  were  four  weak  German  Preaching  places  to  be  served 
bythe  Rev. Wellemeyer .  The  conference  sent  him  here  with 
instructions  to  build  up  the  work,  or  untangle  the  Mess 
in  some  way,  the  four  preaching  places  were:  - 
CANOE  T\7P  -  DECORAH  -  RIDGEWAY  -  HOWARD  TWP. 

Dad  covered  4000  miles  a  year  with  his  pony  team,  he  had 
a  clip  board  and  paper  beside  him,  and  worked  out  his 
sermons,  while  the  pony  team  trotted  along  from  one 
place  to  another. 

THR  RUN-AWAY  at  De corah  - 

One  week  end,  Dad  drove  td  Ridgeway  Friday  afternoon, 
conducted  ’Bible  School’  on  Saturday  AM. made  some  pastoral 
calls,  On  Sunday  morning  he  helped  with  the  Ridgeway 
Sunday  School,  conducted  the  church  preaching  service. 

Then  drove  15  miles  farther  for  a  two  oclock  service  at 
’Howard1,  after  which  he  was  to  drive  30  miles  back  home 
for  an  eight  oclock  service  in  the  Decorah  Church. 

He  was  delayed  at  a  farm  home  near  Howard  to  baptize  an 
infant.  He  did  not  s tav  for  supper,  but  hit  the  road  for 
th*  trio  for  Decorah;  His  pony  team  was  wet  with  sweat 
an^  w»re  hanging  their  heads  when  he  finaly  pulled  into 
the  barn  y&rd* 

Brother  Ernst  and  I  were  right  on  hand  to  take  care  of 
the  team,  Mother  had  set  out  a  erlass  of  milk,  a  plate 
of  comb  honey,  and  home  made  bread.  We  could  hear  brother 
Carl  leadinsr  the  sinpcimc  in  the  church  next  door. 

Dad  was  ten  minutes  late. 

Dad  unbuckled  the  reins,  threw  one  to  the  riarht  and  one 
to  the  left,  and  .lust  as  he  stepped  from  the  busry ,  the  wind 
picked  up  a  newepaper  and  threw  it  into  the  faces  of  the 
ponies*  They  made  a  short  turn,  dashed  thru  the  board  fence, 
left  most  of  the  buery  hanging  on  a  fence  post,  and  ran 
away  at  full  speed  with  only  the  front  wheels. 

Dad  of course, went  into  the  house,  ate  his  lunch,  cleaned  up 
and  went  to  church.  Ernst  and  I  trailed  the  Broncos 
and  brought  them  home, _ 
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BACK  TO  THE  FARM,  for  five  years,  1896  -  1901. 

| 

And  now  after  twenty  years  of  ministerial  work, 

Frank  and  Mary  are  back  where  they  started  as 
newly  weds  on  their  farm  in  Hancock  Countv  Iowa, 

The  Rev.FranK  age  47,  and  the  wife  Marv  age  45, 
surrounded  by  eight  healthy  and  active  children 
ranging  in  age  from  20  years  to  8  years. 

Dad  told  the  Conference  Officials  that  he  needed  five 
years,  to  teach  his  children  how  to  survive  on  a  farm. 
They  wanted  him  to  stay,  and  even  offered  him  the  job 
of  Diet.Supt.  if  he  would  continue  in  the  work. 

But  at  this  time  his  FAMILY  seemed  more  important  to  Dad, 
and  he  was  right, these  five  years  on  the  farm  were  the 
happiest  years  in  all  of  our  family  life. 

The  farm  residence  was  enlarged  to  more  than  double 
its  former  site,  by  adding  an  addition,  size  16  x  28. 

SILVER  WEDDING;  - 

In  June  1900, Frank  and  Mary  Wellemeyer  celebrated  their 
twentv-f if th  wedding  aniversary  on  the  farm.  It  was 
attended  bv  a  hundred  or  more  relatives  and  friends. 

More  detail  concerning  our  life  on  the  farm,  is  brought 
out,  in  the  senerate  ’write  uds  for  each  child,  on  the 
pages  which  follow  herein. 


DAD  IN  THE  BULPIT  AGAIN  - 

In  the  fall  of  1901,  Frank  H  Wellemeyer  sold  his  live  stock 
and  farming  equipmentto  his  two  sons,  Carl  age  24,  and 
Arthur  age  21,  He  rented  them  the  farm  on  shares,  and 
took  up  his  ministerial  work  again.  Which  was  the  work 
he  liked  best. 

DUBUQUE  -  1901  -  1902  -  one  year. 

This  was  hie  second  term  at  Dubuque. 

Elizabeth  was  teaching  in  the  Britt  Iowa  Schools. 

Estella  studied  music  at  Dubuque. 

The  four  younger  children  were  attending  High  School 

8T. CHARLES  and  RUDD  Iowa,  1903  -  1904  -  Two  vears. 

This  was  ar  rural  appointment  seven  milsp  west  of  Charles  City-, 
Rudd  was  a  little  town  nine  miles  N.W.  of  St  Charles, 

The  four  children  attended  high  school  at  Charles  City. 
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GflLADBROOK  and  REINBECK ,  Iowa,  1904  -  1906  -Two  years. 

Gladbrook,  with  its  brick  yards,  is  in  Tama  Oountv  Iowa. 

Re  inbeck  is  in  Blackhawk  County,  a  farmers  town, 

(these  places  are  nine  miles  apart.  The  family  lived  at 
Gladbrook.  Hulda  and  Ruth  were  at  home  and  attended  hi-school. 

At  Gladbrook,  while  sitting  in  his  study,  Rev  Wellemeyer 
looked  thru  the  window  and  noticed  a  groun  of  excited 
people  runing  back  and  forth,  on  the  banks  of 
’Wolf  Creek’  about  a  blook  away. 

He  hurried  down  to  see  if  he  could  help,  and  learned 
that  two  lads  had  lust  drowned.  Dad  was  a  good  swimmer, 
laid  off  hie  preacher  coat,  and  into  the  cold  water 
he  went  to  recover  the  bodies. 

The  Creek  was  swolen  and  swift,  took  him  more  than  an  hour, 
he  was  so  ’done  in*  by  the  ordeal,  that  he  had  to  be  helped 
home,  where  he  laid  in  bed  for  many  weeks,  first  ’flue’, 
then  pneumonia,  and  it  also  affected  his  heart. 

In  fact  it  almost  cost  him  his  life. 

Asubstitute  preacher  was  not  available,  thus  the  eldest 
daughter,  Elizabeth,  gave  up  her  teaching  job,  came  home 
and  took  charge  of  the  Sunday  school  and  the  Bible  sohool, 
while  his  wife, Mary,  who  had  a  license  to  preach,  filled 
the  pulpit,  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

To  GARNER,  for  a  rest.  1906  -  1907  -  One  tear. 

In  the  fall  of  1906,  the  family  moved  to  Garner  for  a  year 
of  rest.  And  the  Rev. Wellemeyer  gradualv  regained 
hie  strength. 

While  in  Garner,  their  daughter  Estella,  who  had  been 
teaching  and  also  studing  piano  in  Chicago,  became 
seriously  ill,  came  home  and  in  a  few  months  died  of 
abdominal  cancer  (1907) , was  buried  at  Garner. 

CHARLES  CITY  -  RUDD  Iowa  - 

In  the  fall  of  1907,  Frank  and  Mary  Wellemeyer  built  a 
comfortable  home  at  Charles  City  Iowa,  where  they  lived 
while  Frank  commuted  baok  and  forth  by  rail  to  Rudd  Iowa, 
where  he  served  as  oastor  to  a  small  German  Methodist 
Church. 
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END  OF  TRAIL  - 

In  the  summer  of  1909,  while  conducting  a  series  of 
evangelistic  meetings  every  nite  at  Rudd  Iowa, 

He  over  exerted  himself,  and  on  July  2nd  1909,  wwhenh  he 
lav  down  to  eleen,  his  weak  heart  stopped,  and  he  was 
found  dead  in  bed,  in  hie  room  at  Rudd  the  next  morning. 

Funeral  Services  were  held  at  Charles  City,  July  7th, 
conducted  by  his  good  friend,  Rev. Comyns , Pastor  of  the 
English  Methodist  Churoh  at  Rudd  Iowa. 

The  R.udd  people  almost  filled  the  Central  Methodist  Church 
at  the  Charles  City  Service,  Rudd  men  were  pall  bearers, 
burial  was  made  on  the  family  lot  in  the  Concord  Cemetery 
near  Garner  Iowa.  His  age  59  years-6  months-  23  days. 

To  SUMMARIZE, 

Frank  Henry  was  six  foot  tall,  weight  200  exactly, 
heavv  shoulders,  narrow  hips  and  small  feet. 

Like  the  Fiegenbaums  he  was  bald  headed,  his  hair  brown 
with  lust  a  tinge  of  red  in  it.  his  beard  was  red. 
his  hands  long.  His  hazel  eyes  were  large. 

His  countenance  was  open  and  frank,  would  look  you  in 
the  eve  as  tho  he  had  nothing  to  hide.  He  did  resemble 
his  Dad  in  looks,  still  he  showed  strong  Fiegenbaum  traits. 

His  chief  interests  in  life  were: 

1  -  His  Family. 

2  -  Hie  Ministerial  Work  -and  he  did  inherit  certain 

Spiritual  Gifts  from  his  mother. 

3  -  Horse  trading,  he  alv/avs  did  trade  horses,  and  seldom 

drove  and  team  more  than  a  year,  was  a  good  .judge  of  h 
horses  and  an  expert  at  handleing  them. 

4  -  Farming,*  he  noticed  everything  that  was  connected 

with  farming,  and  his  advice  was  sought  by  his 
parishioners,  most  of  whom  were  farmers. 

In  the  pulpit  - 

he  would  talk  in  a  warm  conversational  manner,  the  tone  of 
his  voice  was  pleasing  and  eaev  to  listen  to,  he  spoke 
fluentv  in  either  german  or  english.  The  right  word 
was  elwavs  there  at  the  ti^  of  his  tongue. 

He  develooed  his  theme  rapidly  and  in  an  original  manner, 
and  the  word  picture  which  resulted,  was  as  clear  cut 
as  a  cartoon. 

He  was  not  forever  auoting  some  other  author,  his  work 
was  original  and  others  were  quoting  him.  There  is  a  vast 
difference  between’Quoting1  and  being  *Quotedl 
In  short*  be  was  a  gifted  orator  and  a  suoeesful  evalgelist. 
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Personal  data  concerning 
MARY  MELVINE  KLAUS, 
wife  of  Rev, Frank. Henry  Wellemeyer 

Mary  Malvine  Klaus,  was  born  January  28th  1853,  on  a  farm 
near  Colesburg  Delaware  County  Iowa, 

The  second  of  8ix  Children. 

Her  father  -  John  Dietrioh  Klaus 
Her  Mother  -  Elisabeth  Hartbecke 

She  was  the  smallest  physicallvof  the  three  Klaus  daughters. 
Her  childhood  and  youth  were  scent  in  the  Klaus  farm  home. 
8he  attended  school  in  her  home  rural  district,  and  also 
attended  a  Normal  School  at  Galena  Illinois. 

From  the  time  she  was  ten  until  she  was  fourteen  years  of 
age,  she  suffered  from  ill  health,  then  her  health  improved 
and  she  remained  normal  most  of  her  life. 

In  1871,  when  Mary  Klaus  waa  eighteen,  she  started  to 
teach  a  rural  school  -  and  continued  to  teach  4  vears. 

No  visits  from  the  County  Superintendent  -  the  course  of 
study  was  of  her  own  choosing,  She  purchased  the  books  and 
supplies  at  Dubuque  Iowa.  8ixty  pupils  enrolled  - 
School  opened  everv  morning*  with  scripture  reading  A  prayer. 

The  school  year  was  seven  months,  Nov.  to  Mav. 

Each  family  paid  one  dollar  per  pupil  per  month.  Some  were 
too  poor  to  pay  and  contributed  wood  for  fuel. 

She  and  the  director  drove  around  and  collected  these 
amounts  at  the  close  of  the  school  year,  -  The  teacher  trot 
what  was  le/t  after  expenses  were  paid.  It  was  a  fairly 
good  w8c:e,But  then,  Msrv  Klaus,  was  a  c*ood  teacher  too. 

Marv  Klaus  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  at  the 
Zion  Methodist  Church,  and  was  the  first  woman  ever  to 
hold  that  office  there. 

Her  parents  encouraged  Mary  in  this  school  and  church  work, 
because  it  seemed  evident  that  she  was  too  frail  to  do 
hesvy  ohvsical  work  on  the  farm. 

On  June  3rd  1875,  Mary  Malvine  Klaus  22,  and  Frank  Henrv 
Wellemeyer  were  married.  There  were  nine  children. 

Her  school  room  experience  made  Mary  a  good  ddiecinlinarian 
in  the  home,  her  voice  was  sweet  and  had  a  'caressing* 
Quality,  but  everybody  knew  who  was  running  the  place. 
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She  waR  an  ideal  pastor's  wife,  she  could  teach  a 
pundav  echool  class,  run  the  Ladies  Aid,  And  even 
filled  the  pulpit  when  her  husband  wap  sick. 

I  remember  one  time  at  Decorah,  Dad  was  preparing  a 
Mother's  Day  Talk,  which  was  to  be  sriven  in  about 
two  weekp.  He  asked  mother  about  a  certain  poem  which 
he  had  once  read,  end  would  like  to  use  it  to  close 
his  talk,  he  seemed  to  have  mislaid  it. 

When  he  drove  in  at  suooertime  two  davs  later, 
a  poem  was  ready  for  him,  not  the  poem  he  was  looking  for, 
hut  a  poem  written  bv  mother,  Dad  read  it  aloud  twice 
and  said  -  Mary*  this  poem  is  wonderful.  He  used  it. 

Mother  hsd  a  soparano  voice  and  Dad  was  a  tenor, 
they  often  Rancr  duettes  in  public. 

In  1897,  Mary  Klaus  Wellemeyer  was  elected  Conference 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Womens  Foreign  Missionary 
Society,  holdlncr  this  office  for  sixteen  years, 

Her  duties  called  for  a  treat  deal  of  letter  writing, 
all  beincr  written  lone:  hand. 

in  1903,  Mahlon  Allan  Wellemeyer,  son  of  Georte  and 
Aurills  Wellemeyer,  was  left  an  orphan,  bv  the  death  , 

of  his  mother.  Mary  Wellemeyer  cave  to  this,nine  month 
boy,  a  home  and  a  mother* s  care  for  eitht  years. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband  (7-2-1909}  she  made  her 
home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs  Huth  Melcher  at  Charles  City, 

March  29-1930,  was  the  date  of  her  death,  her  heart  had 
stopped  during  the  night,  and  Rhe  was  found  dead  in  bed 
at  breekfast  time,  ag:e  77  years  2  months  1  dav. 

Funeral  services  at  Charles  City-  burial  :!  at  Garner  Iowa. 


This  signature  oi  Mary  iLiaus 
traced  from  the  * f lv  leaf' 
of  one  of  her  school  books. 
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THEIR  CHILDREN. 

As  stated  before,  this  couple  were  married 
June  3rd  1875,  -  When  Frank  wap  25  years  old, 
and  Mary  was  22,  and  during  the  next  15  years, 
1875  -  1890,  nine  children  were  born  to  them 
four  eons  and  five  daughters. 

Listed  here  in  order  of  birth: 

1  -  CATHERINE  ELIZABETH,  -  -  -  1876  -  1917 

Born  on  the  f arra,H*oicrht  vocal  music. 

2  -  CARL  WESLEY  -----  1877  -  1933 

Born  at  81eepveve  -  Farmer. 

3  -  FUEL IE  ESTELLA  -  -  -  1878  -  1907 

born  at  Sleepyeye  *  Piano  teacher. 

4  -  ARTHUR  (Franz  Arthur)  -  -  1880  - 

born  at  Henderson  -  Merchant 

5  -ERNST  EDWARD  -----  1882  -  1943 

born  at  LeMars  -  Sunt  of  Schools 

6  -  JOHN  FLETCHER  -----  1883  - 

born  at  Freeport  -  Supt  of  Sohoole 

7  -  HULDA  MARIA  *  -  -  -  -  1886  - 

born  at  Giard  -  Teacher  of  Pipe  Orean 
married  to  Robert  William  Merten 

8  -RUTH  'Ll  SETT  A  -----  1889  - 

born  at  LeMare ,  Teacher  of  English 
Married  to  Clarence  L  Melcher 

9  -  CLARA  LOIS  ADELAID  -  -  1890  -  1891 

l 

;  ■  i' 

The  eeperate  stories  of  these  children 
follow  on  the  following  cages. 
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CATHERINE  ELIZABETH  WELLE MEYER ,  was  born  April  20-  1876 
on  the  farm  in  Liberty  Township,  Hanoonk  county,  Iowa. 

She  was  the  first  burn  of  the  Newly-Weds, 

Frank  H  Welleraeveraee  26,  and  Mary  Klaus  age  23. 
end  was  given  the  names  of  her  two  grandmothers:  - 

CATHERINE  Fiegenbaum  Welleraeyer,  and 
ELIZABETH  Hartbacke  Klaus. 

She  was  a  strong  well  fed  babv,  and  always  smiled. 

When  grown,  she  continued  to  be  robust  and  alert. 

She  seemed  to  have  complete  confidence  in  herself, 
ae  tho  she  could  handle  any  situation  which  might  arrise 
and  because  she  was  sure,  she  could  smile  and  en.loy  herself. 

I  remember  one  time  at  a  Teachers  Meeting,  A.M.Deyoe 
State  Supt.  introduced  her  with  these  words  - 
“Ladies  and  Gentlemen.  I  give  you  -  the  girl  with  the 
oerenial  smile  -  Miss  Wellemever" . 

One  winter  while  she  taught  in  the  Britt  Iowa  Schools, 

She  was  billed  to  since  at  four  PI'.  at  a  Farmers  Institute 
meetincr,  which  had  been  in  session  all  day. 

She  dismissed  her  school  room  five  minutes  earlv  and 
hurried  down  to  the  auditorium,  which  was  filled  to 
overflowing  with  farmers  ,  her  number  was  being  announced 
as  she  entered  the  door,  the  public  knew  her  well,  and 
favorably,  and  applauded  merrily  ae  she  walked  to  the 
platform,  laid  off  her  coat  and  hat 

Fstella  was  at  the  piano,  playing1  the  introduction  - 
when  low  and  behold,  Elizabeths  hair  came  loose  and 
slipped  to  the  side  of  her  head.  She  said  to  Estelle, 
some  soft  background  music  please,  To  some  ladies  in  the 
front  row  s£e  said  in  a  stage  whisperwTwo  hair  pins  please” 

To  the  audience  she  raised  her  hand  to  stop  the  applause 
and  field"  Pay  close  attention  folks,  before  I  sine: 

I  will  demonstrate  how  a  lady  putB  up  her  hair  -  You  dont 
see  this  every  day  -  It  oould  only  happen  in  a  wide  awake 
town  like  Britt. 

Bv  that  time  her  hair  was  in  place  and  she  gave  them 
a  comic  Irish  song;  'Shame  opon  you  Robin'  No  wonder 
she  smiled.  She  could  always  handle  them. 

I  said  to  her  one  day,  Is  it  necessarv  to  have  so  much 
music?  She  had  maybe  a  thousand  pieces  of  sheet  music 
filed  awav  in  folders,  also  menv  song  bookp. 
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"Well  Artie"  ehe  said, "its  like  this,  A  person  may  have 
a  rich  contralto  voice,  and  be  well  trained,  and  have 
plenty  of  power,  but  that  ia  onlv  half  of  it*. 

The  other  helfis  to  Ring  the  right  song  at  the  right  plaoe, 
or  i r>  n+r.er  words,  it  ia  very  important  that  the  song  be 
aoorooriate  for  the  occaseion,  tret  these  two  halves  together 
and  you  are  a  ’Hit*. 

I  want  every  song  I  sing  to  be  a  hit.  It  inspires  me  to 
look  into  the  eager  faces  of  my  listeners, 

Some  will  remember  the  massacre  of  ray  song  for  a  day  or 
a  week,  And  a  few  may  even  remember  mv  song,  which  is 
often  e  praver ,  for  a  life  time. 

So  let  me  Ring, while  ray  voice  lasts,  1  and  feed  the  hungry 
multitude'  ,with  just  the  right  song  at  lust  the  right  time. 

Confirmation  Sunday  was  always  a  special  day  in  our  church. 
And  Father,  Rev  Frank  H  Wellemever,  put  on  a  most  iraoreesive 
service.  The  class  of  a  dozen  or  more  stood  before  the  'Altar' 
The  Girls  in  new  white  dresses,  the  Boys  well  groomed, 
t.hev  answered  a  few  Questions,  after  which  they  faced  the 
audience,  while  the  castor  introduced  each  of  them  to  the 
congregation.  Then  they  faced  front  again,  and  the  pastor 
asked  the  parents  to  corae  forward,  and  stand  each  Deir, 
back  of  their  child. 

Then  our  sisterFlizabeth ,  with  Fstella  at  the  organ,  would 

Ring:  Du  bist  wie  eine  blume ,  so  rein,  so  lieb,so  huld.  eto. 

(  Thou  art  as  a  flower,  so  pure,  so  loveable,  so  humble) 

* 

To  me  this  was  the  high  point  of  the  service  - 
Parentp  were  wiping  tears  from  their  eyes. 

Whenever  possible  Flizabeth  wpuld  corae  home  for 
confirmation  sundav,  just  to  sing  this  song  at  Father's 
service,  as  only  she  could  sing  it. 

The  last  time  I  heard  Elizabeth  sing,  was  one  Sunday  evening 
at  Marshalltown  Iowa.  -  I  was  lust  in  town  between  trains, 

I  arrived  at  7:30  PM.  and  was  to  leave  at  11  PM. 

I  hurried  right  over  to  the  Methodist  Church,  and  sure 
enough,  ehe  was  there.  She  directed  the  Junior  Choir, 
about  fourty  'Teenagers'  thru  two  numbers,  after  which 
the  voung  singers  took  seats  in  the  audience 
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The  pastor  made  his  announcements , read  the  scripture, 
fend  then  Elizabeth  Pang:  - 

'•HE  will  hold  vou  fast 
till  the  storm  i6  oast"  etc. 

The  auditorium  of  this  large  church  was  comfortably 
filled,  and  maybe  half  of  the  listeners  had  gray  hair; 

Some  were  weak, Some  were  ill,  Others  were  troubled. 

Mavbe  thev  came  to  the  church  service  to  pain  the 
sDiritual  strength  to  ’carry  on'  for  another  week. 

There  stood  Elizabeth,  no  make  up,  expensively  crowned, 
but  modest,  ready  to  use  this  God  Given  Voice,  so  that 
the  Master,  tnru  her  soncr, could  bring  hope  and  comfort 
to  all  who  were  weary,  -  And  ss  the  pipe  organ  olaved 
softlv,  she  sang  to  each  heart  seperately: 

HE  WILL  HOLD  YOU  FAST. 

Elizabeth  Wellemeyer,  graduated  from  Hi-School  at  Decoreh. 
graduated  from  Iowa  State  Teacners  College  -  Cedar  Falls. 
Taught  rural  school  two  vears. 

Taught  fourth  err  ads  in  Sritt  Iowa  two  years. 

Then  she  went  to  Chicago  and  studied  for  three  years  in 
the  American  Conservatory  of  Music,  under  some  of  the 
bis*  name  masters  of  that  day. 

After  which  she  taught  music  two  years  at 
Craceland  College,  Lamonia  Iowa. 

It  was  in  1909,  at  the  age  of  33,  that  she  came  to 
Marshalltown  Iowa,  where  for  nearly  eight  years,  she  was 
Supervisor  of  Music,  in  both  the  grades  and  the  hi-school, 
(eight  different  buildings)  This  was  a  new  branch  of 
school  work*at  that  time,  and  during  her  stav  she 
developed  a  system  and  standardized  tne  work. 

She  also  taught  her  system  of  music  during  the  summer 
vacation  at  the  Iowa  State  TeacherR  College , Cedar  Falls, 
and  was  at  work  writing  a  series  of  music  text  books 
for  use  in  public  schools. 

Of  course, she  was  a  member  of  many  church  and  school 
organizations,  both  local  and  national. 

And  was  said  to  have  tne  largest  speaking  acquaintance 
of  any  person  in  Marshalltown. 
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There  was  an  epidemic  of  Spanish  Influensa  which 
ewept  the  country  during  World  War  One, 

Elizabeth  was  one  of  the  first  to  suffer  from  this 
malady,  they  still  called  it  La  Grip.  8he  was 
hospitalized  for  a  week  hat  the  Deaconess  Hospital  of 
Marshalltown.  Went  back  to  work  -  she  always  had  a 
heavy  skedule  -Some  days  later  she  had  a  relapse, 
was  taken  back  to  the  hospital.  This  time  they  oalled 
it  ‘Uremia*  and  in  three  days  she  was  dead. 

% 

Thus  the  Golden  Voice  of  the  Wellemeyer  8ong  Bird 
was  stilled  forever-  she  died  Feb. 9-1917- 
Her  £us:e  40  years  and  10  months. 

The  body  lay  in  state  in  the  Marshalltown  Methodist 
Ohurch  from  one  until  five  PM.  the  orgaAiit  plaved 
while  the  public  passed  her  bier,  a  eray  cloth  covered 
casket,  the  procession  of  people  also  included  1300 
school  children,  school  had  been  dismissed  so  that  each 
room  could  come  with  their  teacher,  from  some  rooms  each 
child  brought  a  flower  and  placed  it  on  the  casket • 

The  children  from  another  room,  each  in  turn,  as  they 
viewed  said; "Good  night  Miss  Wellemeyer" 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  her  home  town  ohurch 
at  Charles  City,  and  burial  was  made  on  the  family  lot 
in  the  Concord  Cemetery  near  Garner  Iowa. 
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CARL  W1SLET  WELLEMFYKR  ,waa  born  May.  12.  1877, 

In  flleepyeve  Minnesota.  The  second  of  nine  ohildren. 

His  Father  -  Frank  Henry  Wellemeyer  afire  27. 

His  Mother  -  Mary  Malvine  Klaus  -  -  age  24. 

This  family  lived  at  Sleepveye  three  years,  where  Me  Dad 
was  a  pioneer  preacher,  who  provided  religious  service 
to  three  communities  namely  :  Sleepyeye  -  New  Ulm- 
and  8oringf  ield ,  He  organized  congregations  and  built 
a  log  church  in  each  plaoe. 

The  common  school  education  of  Carl  Wellemeyer,  wae 
pioked  up  where  ever  the  family  happened  to  live, 
and  he  graduated  from  high  school  at  Deoorah  Iowa. 

Dari  attended  Charles  City  College,  after  which  he  taught 
school  -  Six  years  in  the  rural  schools  of  Liberty  Two. 

Two  years  in  the  village  of  Duncan  Iowa. 

Two  years  in  the  town  of  Garner  Iowa  -  Total  ten  years. 

His  main  business,  however,  was  farming.  He  worked  as 
a  farm  hand  during  vacation  for  two  seasons  for  Henry  Sohaper , 
Five  years  while  Dad  run  the  home  farm  in  Liberty  Twp. 

And  then  for  five  years  under  the  firm  name  of  Wellemeyer 
Brothers,  and  continued  for  two  years  more  on  this  same 
farm  as  individual  owner. 

Then  he  sold  out,  moved  to  Deleware  County  Iowa,  and 
purchased  a  farm  near  Coleeburg,  where  he  continued  to 
farm  for  twenty  five  years. 

On  June  12th  1907.  Carl  Wellemeyer  age  30,  and 
Sarah  Merten  age  29,  were  married  at  the  parental 
John  Merten  ^arm  home  near  Coleeburg  Iowa. 

From  this  union  came  two  children: 

Howard  Fletcher  Wellemeyer  -  1909 
Helen  Clarice  Wellemeyer  -  1912. 

Carl  Wellemeyer  was  of  a  Quiet,  kindly  nature,  he  never 
auarreled  with  his  neighbor,  always  showed  a  tendency 
to  meet  the  other  fellow  more  than  half  way. 

(We  ouote,  below,  from  a  newspaper  write  up.) 

A  brief  characterization  of  Carl  Wellemeyer^  busy  and  u 
useful  life  reveals  many  thingsof  outstanding  value. 

In  his  educational  work  he  was  always  forward  looking  and 
progressive.  In  his  church  affiliations  he  was  faithful 
*  to  every  trust  but  outstanding  in  hie  musical  contribution*. 
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Hi8  singing  for  all  manner  of  community  functions  was 
In  general  demand.  Very  particularly  true  in  connection 
with  funerals  because  of  his  sympathetic  voice. 

Few  men  are  capable  of  serving  a  community  as  he  did  this, 
his  home  community.  In  fact,  hie  service  to  his  fellow  men 
at  times  became  a  severe  strain  and  in  sacrifice  of  time 
can  hardly  be  estimated. 

Following  is  a  list  of  organizations  of  which  he  was  a 
member  during  the  latter  years  of  hie  life: 

Colesburg  Methodist  Church  -  Farm  Bureau  -  -Delaware  County 
Board  of  Education  -  Child  Welfare  Committee  -  Farmers 
Telephone  Company,  (end  of  quote) 

Carl  Wellemeyer  was  usualy  in  good  health,  except, 
his  teeth  went  bad,  so  he  goes  and  has  them  all  extracted 
at  Manchester  Iowa#  A  few  days  later  an  embolism  lodged 
in  his  heart  and  caused  his  sudden  death. 

Date  of  death  -  November  23  -  1933. 

His  age  56  yre  -  6  months  and  11  days. 

His  wife  Sarah  and  son  Howard  feel  that  he  has  bequeathed 
to  them  the  good  will  of  every  one  who  knew  him, 
a  priceless  legaoy. 

Carl  Welleraeyar  was  preceeded  in  death  by  his  daughter 
Helen  Clarice  Wellemeyer,  who  died  March  29th  1931,  age  19, 
Both  are  buried  in  the  Zion  Cemetery  near  Colesburg  Iowa. 

HELEN  CLARICE  WELLEMEYER. 
was  born  Feb. 11. 1912,  on  a  farm  near  Colesburg,  and  died 
March  1931,  on  the  same  farm.  Her  entire  life,  except  a  year 
at  college,  was  spent  in  her  home  community. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  And  in  her  daily 
living  she  tried  to  live  up  to  the  ideals  of  the  Christian 
religion.  She  graduated  frorat  the  Colesburg  Consolidated 
Sohool  in  1929,  being  honor  student  of  her  class. 

8he  was  teaching  at  the  rural  independent  district  of 
Almoral,  her  second  year,  became  ill  with  a  heart  ailment 
went  home  to  rest,  and  ina  a  few  days  died. 
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EMELIA  ESTELLA  WELLEMEYER ,  wae  born  October—  1,  1878. 
The  third  child  of  Frank  and  Mary  Wellemeyer. 

The  red  hair  of  this  healthy  baby  girl  ,  blended  nicely 
with  the  October  leaves  of  the  large  maple  tree,  which 
stood  near  the  door  of  their  humble  two  room  log  cabin. 

As  she  crew  ud ,  she  attended  school  here  and  there,  and 
finaly  graduated  from  High  School  at  Decorah  Iowa. 

The  sub jest  of  her  oration  at  graduation  was: 

"As  a  man  thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  is  heM 

It  was  at  Decorah,  that  our  parents  sold  the  'Melodian* 
and  purchased  an  Upright  Piano.  Estella  was  very  much 
interested  in  the  piano,  and  started  ‘taking  lessons* 
at  once,  3he  continued  her  musical  studies  at  Charles 
Citv  College.  Then  for  about  three  years  while  the  family 
lived  on  the  farm  near  Garner,  cave  music  lessons, 

She  drove  a  pony  team  and  gave  the  lessons  in  the  homes 
of  her  students.  She  drove  early  and  late  daily,  and 
built  up  a  large  class,  covering  a  large  area. 

In  1901,  she  continued  her  studies  in  Dubuque. 

Then  on  to  Chicago  for  four  years,  where  she  studied 
under  Emil  Liebling,  who  at  that  time  was  a  *big  name' 
teacher  of  the  piano.  She  also  gave  lessons  in  Chicago 
to  help  pay  expenses. 

Estella  had  always  been  a  healthv  girl.  All  of  a  sudden 
she  became  ill  while  in  Chicago.  And  came  home  to  her 
parents  who  lived  in  Garner. 

Our  local  U(K>tor  ,  and  Grandmother  Wellemever,  and  our 
parents  consulted,  and  decided  to  take  her  to  a  hospital 
in  Chicago.  Here  they  made  an  exploritory  operation  and 
discovered  cancer  thru  out  the  abdominal  cavitv, 

So  thev  sewed  her  up  and  the  folks  brought  her  home. 

Brother  Ernst  was  holding  down  a  teaching  job  in  the 
village  of  Duncan,  and  lived  with  the  folks  at  Garner, 
and  to  help  out  in  this  emergency,  eat  up  with  Eetellp 
every  other  night. 
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One  night  Estella  awoke,  and  seeing  Ernst  there  said; 
"Hello  Tam,  why  the  stern  look?" 

This  is  serious  business  said  Tam,  Did  anyone 
tell  vou  that  you  have  oancer? 

8ure,  said  Eetella,  Mother  told  me  just  after 
I  woke  up  after  the  operation.  -  Poor  Mother  she 
felt  so  badly,  and  looked  so  hazard,  that  I  told  her, 
Its  all  right  Mom  I  oan  take  it. 

But  believe  me  ♦  Tam,  it  was  an  awful  shock, 
there  were  so  many  things  -  Great  Things  - 
That  I  had  planned  to  do  during  my  life  time. 

But  after  much  thought  and  some  prayer , 

I  have  got  used  to  the  idea  now,  and  have 

accepted  it  as  one  of  the  things  which  cant  be  helped. 

So  grab  that  ♦hypo*  Tammy  my  bov,  and  give  me  a  shot, 
Then  you  curl  up  in  the  big  rocking  chair  and 
get  some  sleep,  you  have  to  work  tomorrow. 

Just  a  few  weeks  later  F.stella  died 
on  a  sund&y  morning,  April  14  1907. 
her  age  28  years  and  6  months. 

Services  were  held  in  the  German  MethodiRt  Ohuroh, 
Burial  in  the  Concord  Cemetery. 
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ERNST  EDWARD  WELLEMEYER,  wap  born  January  23  rd  1882. 

At  LeMars  Plymouth  County  Iowa-  The  fifth  of  nine  children. 
His  Father  -  Frank  Henry  Wellemever  32 
His  Mother  -  .Marv  Malvine  Klaus.  2S 

Mother  said  that  Ernst  was  a  Perfect  babv  at  birth, 
the  nicept  of  her  four  eons,  -  At  feeding  time  he  had 
an  almost  insatiable  aoDetite,  and  his  mother  cot  thin 
suoolinc  milk  for  the  robust  youneeter. 

And  no  doubt,  when  she  held  him  to  her  breast1  and 
watched  him  crow,  She  oraved  God  that  he  would  develope 
into  a  Great  Man  -  nhysicialv  -  mentalv  &  soiritualv. 

This  ’positive1  thinkinc.  and  the  spiritual  assurance 
of  our  mother,  was  an  influence  for  eood  in  the  lives 
of  her  cnildren.  She  expected  crest  things  from  us. 

And  this  positive,  healthy  attitude  on  the  part  of  the 
mother,  cradualv  turned  her  into  a  ere at  and  wonderful 
person  too. 

His  Physical  Training  - 

Ernst  was  lucky  to  cet  a  eood  physical  work  out  in  his 
’teen  years’,  which  is  so  necessary  for  the  healthy 
developement  of  every  person.  When  he  y/as  nine  end  ten 
he  worked  two  summers  as  a  farm  hand  for  an  elderly  couple 
near  Decorah  lows.  And  he  workrd  at  sawinc  wood  every 
eveninc  durinc  the  school  veer. 

Whan,  he  was  thirteen,  he  helped  his  two  older  brothers 
rebuild  the  farm  hone  and  build  a  new  barn  on  our 
Hancock  Couifty  farm. 

And  then  for  five  vears,189fi  to  1901,  the  family  lived 
on  this  farm,  u here  he  found  plenty  of  work  to  do, 
espeoially  when  the  older  brothers  were  teachinc  school. 

Some  years  later  while  to  taucht  at  Charles  City, 
the  Citv  nut  in  a  sewer  system,  and  he  due  in  the 
ditches  with  a  tile  spade  for  fifteen  weeks  in  hot 
weather,  the  pav  was  cood  four  dollars  per  day. 

As  a  younc  man,  he  wap  interested  in  athletics, 
as  a  plaver  and  later  as  a  coach.  I  should  add 
He  was  better  than  average  in  the  corn  field, 
pickine  corn  bv  hand  v/ith  a  huskinc  hook. 
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Beth  ▼rppt  and  Fletcher  attended  the  rural  school  near 
our  farm,  where  our  brother  Carl  waa  the  teacher,  and 
thus  completed  their  grade  school  studies.  Later 
Ernst  attended  High  School  at  Dubuaue  and  at  Charles  City. 

Ernst  holds  degrees  from  Chicago  University  both  B.S. 
and  M.A.  He  almost  finished  his  Doctorate. 

He  scent  several  summers  at  the  University  of  California, 
but  no  degrees  there. 

ttrnet  was  a  good  mechanic,  a  good  financier,  frugal  in 
hie  habits,  had  a  lot  of  drive  when  himdling  men. 

He  would  have  succeeded  as  a  General  Contractor  on  large 
construction  jobs. 

But  he  never  gave  that  a  thought  ,He  was  born  in  a 
orof escionel  home,  and  that  influence  sort  of  'rubbed  off' 
on  the  offsDring,  and  the  easiest  and  handiest  job  to  get 
into  was  Teaching,  and  that  job  is  rewarding  in 
satisfaction  too. 

His  first  teaching  job  was  a  one  room  school  in  the 
village  of  Duncan  Iowa.  This  school  is  five  miles  west 
of  Garner,  where  Ernst  lived  with  his  folks,  he  walked 
to  and  from  his  work  daily. 

Then  he  taught  and  coached  at  Reinbeck  Iowa. 

Charles  City  came  next  -  here  he  taught  geometry 
in  the  high  school  and  coached. 

Ernst  and  Fletcher  both  went  to  Oklahoma  City,  and 
taught  in  the  High  School  for  a  vear  or  two. 

Then  Colton  California  needed  a  good  man,  and  off  he  went 
to  teach  in  that  high  school,  his  mother  kept  house  for 
him  during  the  two  ve&rs  he  taught  at  Colton. 

The  next  teaohing  job  was  at  Douglas  Arizona, 

here  he  was  Drincioal  of  the  high  school  for  two  ve&rs, 

and  Superintendent  of  Schools  for  one  year. 

Then  we  come  to  his  last  job.  -  Patterson  California. 

He  was  Coach  and  Principal  of  the  High  8chool  for  ten  years, 
and  was  superintendent  of  schools  for  seven  veers. 

He  was  reeoonsible,  and  bv  his  denning,  three  buildings 
were  added  to  .the  camoue  of  the  Union  High  School 
at  Patterson. 
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Ernst  E.  Well*  Tn&k&r, 


One  evening  at  Pattereon,  Feb* 88%h ,1943 

Ernst  and  his  family  attended  a  basketball  game, 

as  he  was  walking  across  the  floor  between  Quarters, 

he  suddenly  collapsed,  his  wife  and  hie  Doctor  rushed 

to  his  aid,  but  it  was  a  heart  attaot,  and  he  died 

right  then  and  there,  his  age  61  years. 

burial  at  Patterson  California. 

It  was  while  Ernst  Edward  Welleraeyer,  age  38,  was 
Superintendent  of  Schools  at  Douglas  Arizona,  that  he 
met  and  married  an  English  Teacher  in  the  High  Sohool , 

Miss  Myrtle  8chultz,  age  27.  They  lived  for  a  year 
at  Douglas,  end  then  moved  on  to  Pattereon  California. 

MYRTLE  SCHULTZ. 

Myrtle  Schultz  was  born,  Nov. 2. 1893,  at  Prescott  Arizona. 

Her  Father  -  Thos. Lee. Schultz  (1863  -  1943) 

He  was  a  Dr  inter  by  trade,  and  a  salesman 
selling  orinting  equiDment. 

Her  Mother  -  Minneola  Or iswold ( 1856  -  1925) 

There  were  three  daughters  and  one  son  in  the  Schultz  family. 

Myrtle  graduated  from  the  Pasadena  Calif  High  School 
in  1912.  Graduated  from  the  University  of  Southern 
California  in  1916 ,R. A. degree. 

She  taught  in  Arizona  four  years:  -  Red  Oak  one  year, 

Tucson  one  year,  and  Douglas  two  years. 

On  June  3rd^lS20,  Myrtle  and  Ernst  were  married  at  Tucson. 
They  have  two  daughters  -  Ruth  1924  and  Jane  1925. 

§ince  coming  to  Pattereon , Myrtle  has  handled  all  the 
Americanization  Nite  School  Classes  for  over  twenty  years, 
and  has  taught  in  the  Patterson  High  School  since  1943. 
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RUTH  BERNICE  WELLEMEYER ,  was  born  April  10th  1924, 
at  Patterson  California,  the  eldest  of  two  daughters 
born  to  Ernst  S  Wellemeyer  and  Mvrtle  8chultz. 

Graduated  from  Patterson  Union  High  School  in  1942 
Attended  College  of  the  Pacifio,  1942  -  1944,  2years. 
Served  with  the  ’Waves1  1944  -  1946,  2  years 
Graduated  fron  San  Francisco  State  -  B.A.  1950 
Married  John  Burke  June  3rd  1953, 

Two  dhljfltene  - 

Kathryn  Jane  Burke-  -  1954 
Johathan  Robert  Burke  1955 


JANE  ELIZABETH  WELLEMEYER.  was  born  Dec. 12th  1925 
at  Patterson  California,  the  second  of  two  daughters 
born  to  Ernst  E  7/ellemever  and  Myrtle  8chultz. 

Graduated  from  Patterson  Union  High  School  in  1943. 
Graduated  from  Univereitv  of  California  ,  B.S.  1946 

Then  she  took  four  vears  of  Medical  School  in  the 
Unisersity  of  California,  1950  M.D.  degree. 

Internments;  - 

1950  -  Harlem  Hosoital,  General  N.Y.C. 

1951  -  Bellevue  Hospital,  Pediatics,  N.Y.C. 

1952  -  New  York  Hospital .Pediatics . 

On  Julv.9.1953,  Jane  Elizabeth  Wellemeyer  age  28,  and 
Frank  F&es  WeLuca  M.D.  age  29,  were  married 

1953  to  1955,  Jane  was  on  the  Pediatrics  Staff 
at  the  Mentefiore  Hospital  N.Y.C. 
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JOHN  FLETCHER  WELLEMEYER,  (  nick  name  Jeff,) 

was  born  Dec. 26th  1883,  in  the  German  Methodist  Parsonage, 

corner  Chicago  and  Soring  Str*  Freeport  Illinois. 

the  sixth  of  nine  ohildren. 

His  Father  -  Frank  Henry  Wellemeyer  34 
His  Mother  -  Mary  Malvine  Klaus  -  -  31 

'Jeff*  had  brick  red  hair,  whioh  later  turned  to  red-brown 
and  much  later  he  became  1  bald  as  a  door  knob1  as  did  hie 
three  brothers.  All  this  was  a  hangover  from  our 
Great-grand-dad  Feieenbaura. 

Jeff  when  grown  wae  6'-lw  in  height,  weight  180  ooundt. 

One  dav  at  Giard  Iowa,  when  Jeff  was  three,  a  oaeeerby 
said  to  me  "Is  vour  brother  sick?  No  said  I ,  he  is  not 
sick,  he  luet  had  his  faced  washed.  Fletcher  was  a  blond 
and  verv  fair,  and  alwavs  had  that  clean  look. 

There  was  a  dense  forest  back  of  the  Giard  Church 
property,  and  our  instructions  were  never  to  go  into 
the  woods  farther  than  we  could  see  the  house, 
and  alwavs  take  the  dog  along. 

One  day  Jeff  and  I  and  the  dog,  went  deep  into  the 
woods  to  see  how  far  we  could  go  before  we  lost  sight 
of  the  house.  we  went  maybe  fourty  rods,  end  then  the 
ground  begen  to  slope  down  tword  a  valley,  where  we  could 
not  see  the  house,  we  retraced  our  steps  and  came  home. 

The  next  day  Jeff  and  I  gathered  up  e  lot  of  rags  and 
went  back  into  the  woods,  we  tied  a  rag  to  a  tree  about 
every  50  feet,  Y/e  ran  our  rag  trail  away  down  into  the 
valley  and  there  discovered  a  clear  spring  of  water 
gushing  out  from  rock,  and  a  nice  little  brook  running 
from  it, 

We  hurried  back  home  and  told  the  whole  crowd  of  children, 
who  always  played  in  our  yard.  A  few  of  the  older  children 
knew  about  the  place  and  said  it  wae  called  Kings  Hollow. 
With  Mothers  oermition  and  Elizabeth  and  Carl  to  protect 
us  we  went  thru  the  forest  and  waded  in  the  little  brook. 

One  spring  day  our  Gad  brought  home  a  little  white  pig. 

He  made  a  rail  oen  for  him,  and  we  fed  him  evervdav. 

He  ate  uo  the  kitchen  scraps  and  corn,  and  now  Pnd  then 
we  children  fed  him  some  desert,  such  as  hazel  nuts, 
acorns,  etc.  .  ^ 
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J.  Ffe  tc  her.  ]/i/e  Heme  yet. 

(l  OK-Q^cU 


By  lflte  fall,  our  pet  oig.  whom  we  called  Peter  Snow, 
had  crown  to  be  a  large  fat  hoc.  Early  one  morning, 

Dad  built  8  low  olatform,  leaned  a  barrel  against  it, 
then  the  village  butcher  arrived. 

} 

Dad  said  to  Carl  "Better  take  the  children  to  the  south 
side  of  the  house,  its  warmer  there".  We  all  went 
but  I  sneaked  unnoticed  around  the  other  end  of  the  house 
and  quietiv  ran  back  to  the  pig  pen,  and  there  was  Jeff 
right  at  mv  heels.  And  verv  auietlv  we  climbed  to  the 
too  rail,  and  saw  how  the  butcher  man  finished  off  our 
pet  pig. 

The  butcher  looked  up  and  said  to  me  "  Do  you  want  to 
be  a  butcher  when  you  grow  up"  Sure  thing  said  I, 

Then  he  turned  to  Jeff  and  inquired  "How  about  You" 

And  Jeff,very  onle  and  verv  sober,  but  not  wanting 
to  be  out  done  by  his  brother  Arthur, 

8 a id  Art  and  I  always  work  together. 

The  four  Wellemeyer  Bovs,  including  Jeff,  got  a  good 
physical  'Work  Out1  on  Wild  Rose  Farm  during  the  five 
years  that  the  family  were  farming  -Jeff  age  13  to  18. 

One  bright  dav  in  June,  we  were  caught  up  with  the  job 
of  cultivating  corn.  -  Cerl  and  Ernst  were  painting  the 
barn,  -  Arthur  auid  Fletcher  were  to  build  a  40  rod 
cross  fence,  three  strings  of  barbed  wire  and  a  post 
every  rod.  the  fence  line  went  thru  a  slough,  and  we 
were  instructed  to  leave  out  a  few  posts  in  the  pond. 

But  Jeff  and  I  decided  to  do  a  good  job  and  not  leave 
out  any  poets,  so  we  took  off  our  shoes  and  stockings 
and  set  the  four  posts  in  the  water,  there  was  stili 
some  frost  in  the  bottom  of  this  neat  pond,  and  the 
water  were  ice  cold  and  knee  deep  in  places,  our  feet 
and  legs  were  blue  and  numb,  out  we  had  finished  the 
job  in  a  workmanlike  manner  and  came  home. 

The  next  morning  Fletcher  could  not  get  out  of  bed, 
his  legs  were  somewhat  swolen  and  pained  him  when 
touched.  Mother  wrapped  them  in  cotton  and  decided 
it  was  inflaraitory  rheumatism,  kept  him  in  bed  and 
quiet,  lest  this  ailment  develops  into  soraetning 
ser ious . 

It  was  in  1901,  when  Fletcher  was  18,  that  the 
Frank  H  Wellemeyer  family  'broke  up'.  Dad  and  Mother 
took  un  pastoral  work  again,  and  the  children 
continued  their  schooling  here  and  there,  All  except 
Dari  and  Arthur  who  stayed  on  the  farm,  and  thus, 
in  a  few  years  the  family  was  scattered  all  over 
the  . fiddle  half  of  the  United  States. 
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J.  Fletcher.  Welle 
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1  * 

John  Fletcher  77ellemeyer  graduated  from  Charles  Citv 
College  in  1906,  with  a  B.A.  decree. 

From  the  Unisersitv  of  Chicago  he  recieved  his  Master's 
decree  in  Education  in  1S14.  He  was  honored  in  1940 
bv  Morningside  College,  Sioux  Citv  Iowa,  with  the 
honorv  decree  of  L.L.D.  He  too1/  oost  Graduate  work  ' 
at  Columbia  University  New  York,  and  at  University  of 
California  -IJnisersity  of  Chicago  -  Unieereitv  of  Miami  (Ohio') 
and  others. 

His  first  teach inr  iob  was  the  nr incioalshio  of  the 
Oladbrook  High  School  -  two  vesrs. 

Then  Oklahoma  Citv  was  crowing  so  fast  that  it  was  almost 
a  tent  city,  they  were  building  half  a  dozen  school  houses 
at  the  time.  They  advertizes  in  the  C, M. Regis  ter ,  that 
they  orefered  'Iowa  men'  to  head  their  new  schools. 

Bo  Ernst  and  Fletcher  went  to  Oklahoma  City. 

Fletcher  was  assigned  to  the  New  Whittier  High  School, 
which  he  organized  and  conducted  for  maybe  two  vears. 
then  he  wsp  transfer ed  to  the  larger  McKinley  School. 

His  next  move  was  Sunt,  of  Schools  at  Chetotah  Oklahoma, 
while  tnere,  Chetotah  built  a  New  School  RUilding,  named 
it  the  ' Wellemeyer  Bldg*  and  carved  t:ie  name  in  stone 
over  the  door. 

Again  h#  moved,  this  time  to  Guincv  Illinois,  as  orincioal 
of  the 'high  school.  Ouincv  is  an  old  river  town,  and  is 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  the  Fiegenbaum  Story  and  also 
in  the  Frank  Wellemeyer  Story. 

I  auote  from  a  Guincy  Nev/soaoer:  - 

"We  ioin  the  board  of  education  in  hoeing  that 

Mr. J. F. Wellemeyer  will  make  his  oermanent  home  in  Quincy, 

where  we  can  continue  to  enjoy  his  services  as  an  ideal 

and  oractical  educator  and  community  booster  &.  builder". 

In  1924,  the  senool  board  at  Kansas  Citv  Kansas,  was  in 
a  raeea  ,  thev  needed  a  good  ad mins tr at or  to  head  their 
High  School  and  their  Junior  College. 

All  of  a  sudden  a  committe  of  school  men  from  Kansas  Citv 
called  on  Jeff  at  Guincy  and  offered  him  the  iob  at  twice 
t ha  money  he  was  getting.  The  result  was  that  Fletcher 
moved  to  Kansas  Citv.  And  he  gathered  uo  several  of 
his  best  teachers  and  took  them  along. 
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John  Fletoher  Welleraeyer  was  41  when  he  started  in  at 
Kansas  Gttv*  served  29  years,  and  at  age  70,  1953, 
according  to  school  law  he  was  automat ica-ly  retired. 

He  built  a  new  high  school  building  at  Kansas  City  Kansas 
at  a  cost  of  more  than  a  million  dollars,  Raw  the  HighSchool 
grow  to  more  them  3000  students.  And  the  Junior  College 
crow  from  65  to  800  students.  More  than  11,000  students 
recieved  their  diaolomas  from  his  hand,  while  in  K.C. 

Since  his  retirement  he  keeps  busy  by  teaching,  oart  time, 
in  a  local  college,  iust  now  he  has  a  class  in  European 
History.  He  also  has  a  farm  to  look  after,  and  he  conducts 
a  'counciling  service. 

On  August  5th  1909, John  Fletcher  Wellemever  ace  36,  and 
Olinda  Gethmann  age  23,  were  married  and  commenced 
housekeeping  in  Gladbrook  Iowa,  where  he  was  princiDal 
of  the  high  school. 

M i 8 8  Olinda  was  born  in  Gladbrook,  Her  Dad  was  Wra  Gethmann 
who  manufactured  'Red  Pressed  Brick'.  Olinda  taught 
school  before  her  marriace. 

Fletcher  and  Olinda  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 

1  -  Catherine  Margeret  Welleraeyer  -  1910 

2  -  John  Fletcher  Wellemeyer  (,ir)  -  1S13 

3  -  Marv  Louise  Wellemeyer  -  1915. 

There  is  something 

EARTHY 

about  all  mankind. 

Even  as  the  kernel  of  wheat  must  die  in  the 
good  earth,  to  provide  oeroetiutv  to  the  plant. 

Just  so,  the  creator  has  willed,  5hst  each 
and  every  one  of  must  die,  to  provide 
perpetuity  to  our  lives. 

And  God  has  promised  long  life  thru  many 
generations  to  ti-oee  who  love  him. 

Thus  Olinda  Gethmann  Wellemever  continues 
to  live  in  tne  generations  of  children  and 
Grand-children  who  follow  her. 

A  heert  ailment  caused  her  death  in  the 
late  fall  of  1949,  -  Her  ace  63  years. 

Burial  at  Kansas  Citv  Kansas. 
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THEIR  CHILDREN. 


i  -  Catherine  Margaret  wellemeyer.  m.a. 

Married  for  a  short  time  to  Allan  Farley 
Her  daughter  ELEANOR  FARLEY. 

Catherine  is  a  professional  Musician, 

Plav8  the  Cello  in  the  Philoharmonic  Orchestra 
in  Kansas  City,  and  gives  music  lessons, 
a  very  busy  person. 


2  -  JOHN  FLETCHER  WELLEMEYER (  .ir)  PHD. 

married  Jane  Hill,  they  have  three  children 
Mary  1943  -  John  1945  -  Charles  1948. 

He  is  Government  employed 
and  the  live  in  Washington  D.C. 


3  -  MARY  LOUISE  WELLEMEYER  -  also  a  teacher. 

in  the  wife  of  LARS  STAL ,  they  have  two  children: 
Karl  1940  -  Kristin  1942 

He  i 8  a  musician,  olavs  with  an  Orchestra 
sometimes  plays  for  the  Movie  Industry 
They  live  in  California. 
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HULDA  1ELLEMEYER,  wa8  born  8ept . 18. 1886, 

In  the  village  of  Giard ,  Clayton  County  Iowa.  She  was 
realv  christened;  Hulda  Marie  Christine  -  The  Marie  was 
for  her  mother  Mary  Klaus  -  The  Christine  was  for  her 
Great  crand  mother  Fiesrenbaum  -  and  the  Hulda  is  a 
nice  sounding  name  when  eooken  in  German. 

She  was  the  seventh  child  born  into  this  family. 

Her  Father  -  Frank  Henry  Wellemeyer  age  37. 

Her  Mother  -  Mary  Malvine  Klaus  -  age  33. 

She  studied  rausio  at  Charles  City  College,  and  then  on 
to  the  Chicago  Conversatory  of  Music  for  four  years, 
where  she  continued  her  studies  in  Piano  &  Organ  music. 

While  we  lived  on  the  faro,  there  was  a  year  or  two, 
when  Estella  and  Hulda  were  both  at  home,  that  the 
family  Piano  literally  'took  a  beatintr' ,  each  of  the 
two  cirls  oracticed  from  4  to  6  hours  daily. 

An,  ..awful  price  to  pav  for  success,  but  they  liked  it, 
and  in  time  became  unblievably  ccood  on  the  piano. 

Practice  makes  perfect,  tney  say. 

When  Estella  olaved  in  public,  she  was  modest  and  timid, 
but  once  she  reached  the  piano  bench,  her  work  was 
bevond  compare. 

Hulda, on  the  other  hand,  was  our  'Show  Girl1. 

when  she  appeared  on  the  staee  to  play,  she  would  smile 

at  the  audience,  and  full  of  confidence,  sit  up  to 

the  piano  and  ccive  a  brilliant  preforraance. 

if  she  did  eret  tangled  up  in  her  'notes',  she  was  the 

girl  who  could  improvise  (I  dont  know  that  thisever  happened) 

But  the  fingers  of  an  'Artiet  on  the  Piano*  .lust  seem 

to  know  what  to  do  without  beiner  told.  Hulda  played 

better  in  public  than  she  did  at  home.  She  needed  the 

inspiration  from  the  audience  to  do  her  best  work. 

Hulda  and  her  sister  Estella  were  both  blond6,  their  hair 
wps  'honey  colored',  and  if  the  light  was  just  right, 
you  could  see  a  srlint  of  red  in  it. 

Hulda* 8  first  teaching  lob,  was  in  the  music  department 
of  Charles  City  College,  Then  she  accepted  a  position 
with  the  University  of  Oklahoma,  teaching  both  Piano 
and  Pipe  Organ. 
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Hulda.’  V\M/emd^c^ 


Hulda  traveled  for  a  vear  or  two  w4th  her  husband  , 
Robert  W  Merten,  on  the  Chat&utaaua  Circuit,  and  then 
came  a  pair  of  Twin  Babies,  and  they  settled  down  in 
Guthrie  Oklahoma,  Where  both  Hulda  and  Robert  have 
been  active  in  Music  Work  these  many  vears. 

Hulda  Welleraeyer  Merten  is  reputed  to  be  the  best 
olayer  on  the  Pipe  Organ  in  the  state  of  Oklahoma, 
at  least  the  newspaper  clippings,  which  we  see  from 
time  to  time  are  loud  and  profuse  in  their  Draise  of  her. 

Hulda  has  been  teaching  music  for  just  fifty  vears  (1954) 
She  accepts  only  Organ  Students,  and  still  erivee  fifty 
lessons  each  week,  which  is  a  full  time  iob. 

ABOUT  WEDDINGS  - 

The  pioneer  settlers  of  this  community  (1870  to  1890) 
were  mostly  newlv-weds , there  were  many  babies,  aettheee r 
grew  up,  our  community  was  over  run  with  a  very  large 
pcroup  of  ’Teenagers'. 

Neaijy  all  of  this  generation  of  vouncr  people 
were  married  at  the  home  of  the  bride1 e  parents. 

Since  then,  Church  Weddinere  became  popular. 

With  the  comine-  of  the  automobile,  more  people  ceuld 
at tend, and  it  took  a  Church  to  hold  all  the  people. 

Alone:  about  1959,  Our  Store  furnished  the  flowere, 
decorations,  candles  etc.  f or  a  prominent  weddine* 
at  a  little  stone  church  in  Garden  Oitv  Minn. 

This  was  the  FIR3T  weddine:  service  ever  held  in  this 
church,  and  the  building  was  100  vears  old. 

A  HOME  WEDDING  - 

The  weddine-  of  Hulda  Wellemever  acre  34, 
to  Robert  William  Merten  ae:e  27,  took  place  at 
the  home  of  Mrs  Frank  H  Wellemever,  mother  of 
the  bride,  in  Charles  City  Iowa,  at  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning  on  Thur sdav , June  13-  1910. 
with  the  Rev.*Tohn  Klau6,  uncle  of  both  the 
bride  and  erroom  officiating. 

After  the  weddine-  breakfast,  the  Newlv-weds 
left  by  train  for  Guthrie  Oklahoma. 
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From  a  group  picture  taken  at  the  wedding, 

I  recognize  the  following 

Rev  and  Mrs  John  Klaus 
Armin  and  Merten  Klaus 
Clara  and  Carl  Klaus 
Mr  &  Mrs  Joseph  Merten 
Mr  &  Mrs  Elias  Merten 
Howard  &  Stella  Merten 
Grace  Holscher 

ROEERT  WILLIAM  MERTEN  ,  was  born  in  1883,  in  the  state 
of  Oklahoma,  son  of  Benjamin  Frederick  Merten  (1847) 

His  Had  was  a  Civil  War  Veteran.  After  the  war  worked 
as  a  buver  in  the  Wholesale  fruit  business,  of  which 
he  was  part  owner. 

Robert  Merten  was  a.  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Oklahoma.  He  is  a  musician  and  a  mechanic.  For  a  few 
vears  he  worked  on  a  telephone  iob  in  Chicago,  where 
he  set  ud  switch  boards  for  new  instalations  etc. 

Then  for  several  vears  he  managed  a  troupe  of  musicians, 
called  ’The  White  Hussars 1  in  Ohautaaua  work. 

He  alwevs  checked  t^e  piano  before  each  oreformance 
if  the  piano  needed  tuneing,  he  carried  tools  end  did 
the  iob.  He  olaved  Violin,  sang  tenor  in  the  vocal 
numbers  and  directed  the  troupe.  Once  when  I  heard 
this  troupe,  Robert  san£  '‘When  its  Apple  Blossom  Time” 

For  many  years,  he  has  owned  and  operated  anOptical 
Business,  where  he  grinds  and  makes  ’Glasses’  for 
retailers  and  ooticianp  in  hie  area, 

* 

Robert  and  Hulda  Merten  own  a  small  farm,  in  the  hillp 
near  Guthrie  Okla.  Where  thev  have  built  a  comfortable 
'Ranch  Tvpe  Home*;,  And  if  ever  thev  retire,  thev  will 
have  this  nice  place  to  move  to. 

Robert  and  Hulda  Merten,  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
TWINS  -  born  August  18  1913  at  Charles  City  Iowa. 


Mrs  Mary  Wellemever 
Elizabeth  &  Ernst  Wellemever 
Arthur  &  Lvdia  Wellemever 
Andrew  &  Ethel  Wellemever 
Ruth  &  Mehlon  Wellemever 
Charles  Merten 
Others  unidentef led . 


Reed  about  them  on  next  page. 
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MARY  ELNORA  MERTEN  *1913- 
and  husband  DALE  CLARK  -  1913 

Thev  live  at  lbFairfield  Rd.  Avondale  Estates  .Atlanta,  Ga. 

There  are  four  children,  ages  as  of  1955.  - 

Robert  Dale  Clark  born  9-12-36  age  19 
David  Kent  Clark  born  5-24-40  age  15 
Susan  Elizabeth  Clark  2-28-43  ace  12 
John  Christopher  Clark  8-  9-51  ace  4 

Thev  ere  a  family  of  workers,  Mary (42}  is  the  head  of 
all  vocal  music  at  the  Decatur  High  School  at  Atlanta. 

Marv  has  a  beautiful  soprano  voice,  and  still  does  some 
8 ol o  work  -  Takes  good  care  of  her  familv  > 

She  also  directs  a  Civic  Chorus,  and  hando.  s  the  music 
in  the  Columbia  drive  Presbt.  Church. 

The  husband,  DALE  CLARK  ( 42}  ,  is  news  edit'  r  at  W.A.O.A. 
Columbia  Broadcasting:  Station  at  Atlanta  Gioreia. 

We  oan  hear  him  8ometime8  over  the  chain,  h*.  handles 
the  new6  from  the  south. 

Robert  Dale  Clark, 19,  had  just  graduated  from  8t. Andrews 
Hi-School.  His  grades  were  the  fourth  highest  in  his  class. 
Next  he  hopes  to  attend  the  U.  of  Okla.  In  between  times 
he  works  in  the  A&P  Store  at  $45  per  week. 

David  Kent  Clark, 15,  studies  the  violin,  and  rune  the 
pop-corn  concession  at  a  movie  theatre-  Goes  to  Hi-School, 

Susan  Elizabeth  Clark, 12,  plavs  the  trumpet  ,  goes  to  school, 
and  helps  take  care  of  babv.John  Christopher  ace  4. 


ROBERT  ERNST  MERTEN  -  1913  -  Wichita  Kansas. 1045  So.  Main. 

Hie  wife  is  Ellamae  Powell  Merten  -  1909. 
has  a  son  bv  a  former  marriage  -  John  Powell. 

Robert  Ernst  is  a  natural  born  mechanic, 
and  is  employed  and  well  liked  at  the 
Boeing  Aircraft  Co. 

Ellamae  is  working  too,  she  manages  a  very 
nice  eating  club,  and  she  is  also  a 
registered  florist. 
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Rut h*  L,  W&lle-yn&HG-r, 

-  /-feA.  - 

RUTH  LISF.TTA  YfELLEMEYER ,  wa8  born  January  15-  1889 
at  LeMare  Plymouth  County  Iowa,  the  eight  child  of 
Frank  7/ellemever  and  Mery  Klaue. 

She  completed  her  High  School  studies  at  Garner  Iowa, 
spent  four  years  at  Charles  City  College,  and  made 
further  preparation  at  Iowa  State  Teachers  College. 

po&frviUe. 

She  tauc'ht  one  year  at  Ne-shue  Iowa,  then  held  the 
position  of  Principal  of  the  High  School  at  Charles  City 
for  several  veers,  or  until  her  marriage. 

She  was  tall  and  strong  and  an  extrovert  like  her  Dad, 
was  courageous  to  make  decisions,  and  usualv  tactful  too, 
hence  a  natural  leaded  and  a  community  booster. 

Another  ’big*  about  our  sister  Ruth,  is  her  soprano  voioe, 
which  the  public  alwavs  liked  to  hear,  either  in  solo 
work  or  with  a  cnorus. 

On  September  8th  1917, Ruth  Lisetta  Welleraever  age  28, 
and  Clarence  Louis  Melcher  age  32,  were  married  at  the 
home  of  the  brides  Mother  in  Charles  City  Iowa. 

They  became  tne  parents  of  two  children  - 

Edward  Lewis  Meloher  -  born  in  Waverlv  Iowa  in  1918. 

Marilvn  Ruth  Melcher  -born  in  Princeton  Ill.  1S21. 

Ten  years  after  their  marriage, the  Husband  Clarence 
U .  Melcner  died  at  age  42,  the  children  were 
ages  six  and  nine  at  the  time. 

The  wife,  Ruth  e  38,  moved  in  with  her  mother, 

Mrs  Mary  VYellemeyer  age  74,  a  widow  at  Charles  City  Iowa. 
Ruth  took  ‘cere  of  the  Mother  and  the  children. 

The  Mother  died  three  veare  later  (1930). 

It  was  a  vepr  or  two  before  her  husbands  death  that 
Ruth  again  took  uo  the  profession  of  teaching. 

She  taught  English  in  the  Charles  City  High  School, 
anc  has  continued  at  this  same  job  until  the  present 
time,  about  thirty  years.  A  teacher  must  be  good  to 
hold  anv  position  for  that  length  of  time. 

Often  in  summer  vacation  she  would  take  up  other  Or 
eraoloyment,  sometimes  as  a  sales  person. 

And  for  twentv-five  years  or  more,  found  time  to 
conduct  the  choir  of  her  church,  and  also  helped 
with  all  manner  of  community  projects. 
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RUTH  did  manage  to  send  her  two  children  thru  hi-school, 
end  with  the  children  working  part  time,  they  both 
completed  special  training  eo  that  they  would  have 
a  way  to  make  their  living  when  grown. 

Edward  attended  Coe  College  at  Cedar  Rapids  Iowa,  and 
specialized  in  Voice, and  Marilyn  completed  Nurses  Training. 

While  attending  Coe  College,  Edward  Lewis  Melcher 
met  a  young  lady  by  the  name  of  Jeanne  Anderson, 
and  in  due  time  they  were  married. 

After  a  year  or  two, Edward  and  Jeanne  moved  to  Denver 
Colorado  where  he  found  employment  in  some  'personell' 
work.  He  also  singe  prof essionaly .  His  is  a  tenor  voice. 
They  have  two  children  -Katherine  1946  -  Sarah  1951. 

It  was  on  July  19  1946,  that  Marilyn  Ruth  Meloher  acre  25, 
and  Jean  Darryl  Folck  age  26,  were  married  at  the  Central 
Methodist  Church  in  Charles  City  Iowa.  They  established 
a  home  at  Ottawa  Kansas,  and  became  the  parents  of 
two  eons  -Forest  Edward  1948  -  David  Lewis  1949. 

The  husband  Jean  Darryl  Folck  was  a  salesman, 
demostrating  and  selling  heavy  road  building  machinery 
to  contractors  and  other  users.  It  was  in  1952 
that  he  met  death  in  a  tragic  accident  while  handleing 
one  of  these  big  machines.  His  age  was  32  years. 

They  had  been  married  only  six  years,  and  our  Marilyn 
became  a  widow  at  age31 ,  She  found  employment  as  a 
nurse  in  an  Ottawa  Hospital,  and  takes  care  of  her  two 
healthy  and  active  sons. 

Personal  datS  concerning 
CLARENCE  LEWIS  MELCHER 

He  was  born  Dec. 21-1885,  on  a  farm  near  CharlesOity  Iowa, 
one  of  five  children  born  to  Louis  Melcher  and 
Caroline  Stoeber  Melcher. 

He  completed  his  course  im  Civil  Engineering  at  Iowa  State 
College-Ame8  Iowa.  His  first  engineering  work  was  done 
on  the  Charles  City  and  Western  Electric  Railroad. 

He  was  at  that  time  extention  engineer  for  the 

Cedar  Valley  Electric  Company.  They  lived  at  Waverlv  Iowa. 

Then  he  moved  to  Princeton  Illinois,  where  he  held  the 
position  of  Superintendent  of  Highways  for  Bureau  County. 
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Here  he  made  hie  greatest  success,  and  his  work  was  so 
outstanding,  that  he  was  called  upon  to  speak  before 
Toadbuilding  conventions  all  over  the  country. 

And  as  many  as  fourty  delegations  of  Engineers  and 
Coraraisioners  inspected  and  studied  his  work  within  a 
single  year.  His  working  force  was  so  well  organized 
that  after  his  illness  came  on,  he  directed  his  men 
by  telephone  from  his  bed. 

But  his  health  did  not  impsove  and  he  resigned  his 
position,  Two  years  later,  on  Feb. 21st  1917. 
he  died  at  Tuscon  Arizona,  where  he  had  gone  to  soend 
the  winter  months.  His  Illness  was  tubercoloeis  of  the 
large  bowel.  His  age  42  years. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Also  a  member 
of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers. 

He  was  a  Mason.-  Burial  at  Riverside  Cemetery , Charles  City. 

MOTHER  OF  THE  YEAR. 

(from  Charles  City  Press,  May  6-1955). 

”Mtp  RUTH  MEL CHER, veter an  school  teacher,  was  named 
Charles  Otiy’s  ’Mother  of  the  Year’  today  by  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  at  h  noon  luncheon  at  Club  Iowa,  today. 

Mrs  Melcher  was  selected  fron  a  list  of  candidates,  for  her 
work  as  e  "Mother , Teacher  Community  Leader,  Friend  and 
Advisor  of  Youth”. 

"I  was  very  haopy,but  felt  very  humble",  said  Mrs 
Melcher, "It  will  be  a  very  lovely  memory  to  carry 
with  Me  to  California  when  I  move  this  summer." 

She  did  a  first  class  job  in  the  olass  room.  She  has 

been  teaching  Sophomore  English  most  of  the  time  since  1925, 

Her  warm  personal  interest  in  every  student  has  had  a 
definate  effect  in  forming  their  characters,  and  assisting 
them  in  making  decisions  that  would  shape  their  plans 
for  adult  life. 

She  taught  far  more  than  English;  She  taught  oourtecy, 
fair  play,  responsibilty ,  good  work  habits , respect  for 
self  and  others.  -  Moral  and  spiritual  values  counted 
in  her  classrooms  as  well  as  academic  considerations. 

Many  of  the  local  stores,  presented  her  with  useful  gifts. 

"As  a  representative  of  all  that  Charles  City  wants 
for  its)  children-  For  this  RUTH  MELCHER  is  honored  as 
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FRANZ  ARTHUR  WELLEMEYER  ----- 
Hie  wife,  LYDIA  DORA  GRIEWE  -  -  -  - 

THEIR  FIVE  CHILDREN  AND  GRANDCHILDREN. 

1  -  ANDREW  JOHN  WELLEMEYER  -  -  -  -  - 

and  wife  Elina  Williams  - 
Glenna  Pitts  Wellemeyer  -  -  -  - 

Donna  Jo  Pitts  Wellemeyer  -  -  - 

2  -  ETHEL  MARIE  WELLEMEYER  -  -  -  -  .  - 

and  husband,  Donald  L. Bacon 
Jo Ann  Bacon  ------- 

Charles  Denis  Baoon  -  -  -  - 

3  -  CLARICE  LOUISE  WELLEMEYER  -  -  -  - 

and  husband,  James. G. Carlson  - 
Arthur  James  Carlson  - 
Candace  Louise  Carlson  -  -  - 

4  -  RUTH  ELIZABETH  WELLEMEYER  -  -  - 

and  husband,  Burton. A. Hanson 
Linda  Ruth  Hanson  ----- 
Bruce  Julius  Hanson  ----- 
Martha  Louise  Hanson  -  -  -  - 

5  -  NORA  ADELINE  WELLEMEYER  -  -  -  - 

and  husband , Richard.  A.  Mohler  - 
Gavlord  Dick  Mohler  -  -  -  - 

Joylyne  Denise  Mohler  -  -  -  - 


1880  - 
1880  -  1949 


Feby . 

9 

— 

1907 

Aug. 

21 

— 

1904 

Sept. 

11 

— 

1922 

Oct. 

4 

- 

1930 

Dec. 

7 

1908 

Sept. 

1 

1909 

8eot. 

22 

— 

1936 

Pec. 

14 

- 

1939 

Dec. 

6 

1913 

July 

22 

— 

1909 

Nov. 

16 

— 

1939 

June 

30 

- 

1942 

Feby. 

7 

_ 

1918 

Au  sr. 

7 

— 

1920 

Nov. 

26 

— 

1945 

May 

5 

— 

1950 

Nov. 

7 

- 

1954 

May 

31 

1920 

Feby. 

5 

— 

1916 

March 

5 

— 

1949 

Oct . 

24 

— 

1954 

^intaMaW  AAr\ 


.  _  -  .  J  -  JBJHT  'A  SIIATC 


?j.  .  jk  -  -  -  -  r.v-js i  ;  :  '  f»  I  iji 


- 

"  a  a’  is*;  a 

if- 


r 


'oe  'irO  j  '.x  t  '- 


as  .  to'  -  -  -  -  -  *>**»  ?  ?**"' 


•  _  n  ^ .•<, T  .  .vr  '  ,  b  •*  -  ■ 

*  ;w "  -  .0  -  -  -.3 In  >  .  .  V. 


fjrth  u  Y'  V/e.J)e  rrr&ye.r. 


THE  FAIRY  TJ^LJC. 

In  some  communities,  The  little  children  are  told, 
that  it  is  the  family  doctor,  God  bless  him,  who  brings 
these  little  bundles  of  haupiness  into  the  homes  of  men. 

In  other  communities,  Parents  suddenly  go  to  a  hospital, 
and  after  certain  negotiations  are  completed  with  the 
Doctor  and  Nurses,  they  are  permitted  to  bring  home 
a  tiny  tot  for  their  very  own. 

But  in  the  good  state  of  Minnesota,  the  8T0RK  is  the 
legendary  bird  who  Officiates  at  all  Blessed  Events. 

Thus ,  since  ARTHUR  was  born  in  Minnesota,  his  coming  was 
explained  to  relatives  and  friends,  in  more  or  less 
the  following  manner: 

At  eleven  oclock  sundav  morning,  Feb  22nd,  1880,, 
a  Stork  pushed  open  the  door  of  a  one  room  log  cAbin, 
near  Henderson,  Sibley  Oo ,  Minnesota,  end  inauired? 

"Is  this  the  Wellemeyer  Residence" , Yes  Indeed  said  Mother, 
We  have  been  expecting  you.  Please  step  inside. 

The  3tork  walked  in,  and  carefulv  placed  a  neat  fur  package 
on  the  couch,  straightened  the  bow  of  blue  ribbon. 

The  Stork  then  stepped  back  tward  the  door,  cleaned  the 
frost  from  his  large  cup-shaped  eye  glasses,  adjusted 
his  ear-muff s , laced  up  his  felt  boots,  and  making 
a  low  bow  backed  out  into  the  snow, 

He  glanced  at  the  therometer ,  which  indicated  ten 
decrees  below  zero,  spread  his  wings,  rose  into  the  air 
and  with  a  thirty  mile  tail  wind  headed  south, 
tward  sunny  Texas  and  a  brief  vacation. 

Mother  and  the  older  children  promptly  unzippered  the 
package,  which  looked  like  a  minature  sleeping  bag  of 
8 o f t  fur,  and  there  wrapped  in  a  soft  wool  blanket, 
was  the  new  arrival.  He  was  too  cold  to  smile, 
but  not  cold  enough  to  cry. 

Welcome  to  our  humble  home,  Son,  said  Mother  reverently, 
and  here  is  vour  cradle  with  nice  warm  blankets,  where 
you  can  rest  up  after  your  rough  cold  trip. 

Are  there  any  Questions? 
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"Where  is  the  Doctor*1  said  the  youngster,  My  briefing 
said  there  would  be  a  Doctor  in  attendance  on  ray 
arrival  to  spank  life  into  me. 

"The  nearest  Doctor"  said  Mother,  lives  at  Mankato  many 
miles  awav,  and  the  trip  would  needs  be  made  on  enow  shoes 
e.nd  besides  we  have  no  telephone  to  call  him.  So  if  vou 
will  olease  clap  vour  hands,  and  kick  with  vour  feet 
You  will  soon  feel  warm  and  strong. 

Do  I  have  a  father? inquired  the  youngster,  "Sure"  said 
Mother,  all  minnesota  babies  have  fathers.  Your  Father 
is  a  Methodist  Minister,  and  today  being  Sunday,  he  is 
preaching  in  the  church  nearbv  and  will  be  home  soon 
for  his  dinner. 

’.Then  do  we  eat?  asked  the  youngster Just  sleep  awhile" 
said  Mother,  I  will  wake  you  when  its  time  for  you  to  eat. 
You  will  be  on  a  special  diet  of  mothers  milk  for  weeks. 

Who  are  these  children  who  are  rocking  my  cradle? 

Mother  answer ed , "The  large  girl  with  the  ready  smile 
is  vour  sister  El izabeth , she  will  sing  for  you  a  german 
lullaby:  The  gorl  with  the  red  hair,  is  vour  sister  Estell 
she  is  lust  recover inc  from  a  siesre  of  WhoDing  Dough, 

The  pig  Boy  with  the  thoughtful  face  is  vour  brother  Carl. 
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And  vour  name  young  chap,  said  Mother,  is  to  be 
Franz  Arthur  Wellemever,  and  as  this  is  a  line  bred 
all  german  family,  I  advise  vou  to  ouit  talking  that 
mixture  of  *pie  english*  and  ’baby  talk’  and  learn 
to  talk  high  srerman,  which  is 
of  this  household. 

litVl^ fjfT/lhur  fell 
Sl^ep  Baby  Sleep, 
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With  thiS, 
in  german, 


h  sang, 
the  Sheep 
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The  foregoing  •fairy  tale'  boils  down  to  this: 

FRANZ  ARTHUR  WELLFMEYFR ,  was  born  February  32nd  1880, 
near  Henderson  Minnesota,  the  fourth  of  nine  children, 

His  Fattier  -  Frank,  Henry  Viellemever ,  apre  30. 

Hie  Mother  -  Mary  Mai  vine  Klaus  -  ,  e.ge27. 

Some  weeks  later,  tne  Diet  Supt ,  A. A. Schue tte ,  called 
?t  our  log  churcn,  and  baptized  a  eroup  of  children, 

Arthur  was  among  them. 

In  1894,  while  the  family  lived  at  DecOfah  Iowa,  Arthur 
became  a  member  of  the  German  Methodist  Church 
by  confirmation,  (pee  14) 

At  9i?e  five,  for  his  ^.rst  year  of  achooling,  he  attended 
a  one  room  rural  school  located  about  one  mile  from  the 
village  of  Giard. 

This  was  a  prerman  community , except  here  and  an  Irish 
family  lived  in  the  hills  or  along  the  creek, 
some  irish  wit  named  this  valley  with  its  school, 

"Sour  Kraut  Hollow"  -  40  cnildren  attended. 

Artnur  and  two  other  six  year  old  boys,  comprised  the 
beginners  class.  An  eight  veer  old  Irish  Led  continually 
•bullied’ the  tnree  beginners,  called  them  Krauts,  and 
interfered  with  their  play,  untill  tne  three  small  boys 
got  aim  down  and  bloodied  his  nose.  -  this  cured  nim. 

There  was  a  drought,  tne  water  in  tne  cre°k  was  low,  and 
had  a  slight  barn  vard  flavor,  3o  each  child  carried  a 
bottle  of  water  with  nis  lunch  pail  from  nome  each  morning. 

The  Director  did  not  have  time  to  dier  a  well  for  tne 
school.  The  Bier  Poys.cnieflv  a  Froelich  boy  and  a  Rickel 
boy,  decided  to  dig  a  well  during  recess  and  noon  time. 

They  tried  a  poet  auger  for  the  first  four  feet,  Then 
built  8  derick  of  Doles  maybe  twenty  feet  tall, 

The  village  clacks nith,  Carl  Haefner,  helped  bv  making- 
the  steel  drill  bit,  made  out  of  scr^p  iron  from  his 
iron  pile,  Thus  the  Big  Boys  drilled,  and  struck  a  sand 
vein  with  water  at  24  feet.  The  Director  then  finished 
the  job  by  putting  in  the  caseing,  providing  a  platform 
and  bringing:  a  oump.  and  we  had  sweet  clear  water  for 
the  school. 
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ArthuT  did  not  do  too  well  at  his  books  this  first 
year, but  he  learned  three  things: 

To  talk  english,  fight,  and  dig  a  well* 

The  next  year  the  family  lived  in  Dubuque,  and  Arthur 
started  to  school  again  with  the  beginners.  Then  for 
a  number  of  years  he  attended  here  and  there  completing 
the  tenth  grade  in  Garner  Io*va  in  1886. 

The  following  year,  he  spent  four  months  during  the 
winter  at  Charles  City  College,  and  completed  the 
commercial  course  there.  He  had  the  only  camera  in  the 
college  and  paid  hie  wav  thru  school  bv  taking  pictures 
for  the  students, 

Teachers  were  scarse  in  Liberty  Township,  Hancock  Co  la. 
and  Arthur  v/ae  induced  to  teach  a  rural  school  for 
two  winters.  A  person  learns  considerable  bv  teaching, 
and  the  pay  was  good  too  -&33  per  month  -  7  month  yeer. 

Some  years  later,  1S08,  he  attended  a  school  of  embalming, 
end  recieved  a  diaoloma  and  a  license,  #1214,  to 
practice  the  art  of  embaling  in  the  state  of  Iowa. 

This  was  the  end  of  nis  formal  education. 


iLUm  OL&JL- 

In  a  large  family,  of  from  six  to  ten  children,  it  is 
necessary  for  everybody  to  help  with  the  work,  so  that 
all  of  the  family  may  be  fed,  clothed,  and  educated. 

In  our  family  of  nine  children,  while  I  was  growing  up, 
everybody  worked. 

Mv  observation  thru  the  years,  seemed  to  indicate  that 
nature  has  a  time  skedule,  and  every  normal  child  unfolds 
or  aevelopes  according  to  natures  plan,  It  is  true 
the  plan  can  be  interfered  with,  but  that  is  often  not  wise. 

When  a  child  is  two  years  old  he  wants  to  talk1,  and 
with  a  little  help  from  the  family,  he  learns  to  talk 
the  language  that  the  family  uses,  maybe  ‘Low  German', 

•High  German'  of ’English' .And  he  gives  his  words  the  same 
accent  as  hie  mother  does,  thate  why  they  call  it  the 
'mother  tongue*.  If  however  he  is  forced  to  learn  a 
'  new  tongue'  at  age  20  or  older,  he  will  forever  have 
a  foreign  accent  when  he  talks  the  new  tongue, 
natures  plan  had  been  interfered  with. 
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Then  when  the  child  is  FIVE  YEAR8  OLD,  he  wants  to  write, 
read,  count  numbers  etc.  Nature  save  he  should  start  to 
school.  How  hie  eyes  shine  when  he  is  interested. 

And  the  Primary  Teacher  who  does  a  good  .job,  will  be 
remembered  and  loved  by  these  beginners  as  long  as  they  live. 
Under  proper  conditions  the  children  will  keep  up  their 
interest  in  school  thru-out  the  first  eight  years. 

However,  when  the  ohild  becomes  a  Youth,  and  is  a 
'teenager*  in  High  sohool,  he  suddenly  grows  tall  and 
more  muscular,  it  bores  him  to  sit  at  his  desk  in  sohool, 
Nature  seems  to  say.  Lets  get  out  and  use  those  muscles 
and  learn  to  work. 

If  teenagers  are  allowed  to  work  with  their  hands,  and 
develops  strength  in  their  musoles,  they  enjoy  it  very 
muoh ,  and  as  they  become  proficient,  they  become  proud 
of  their  skill,  and  will  love  physical  work  thru  life. 

Nature  insists  that  this  physical  build  up  is  more 
important  to  the  individual  during  the  teenage  years 
than  book  learning,  and  this  physical  build  up  will  do 
little  good  if  poeponed  untill,  say  ,  age  25. 

I t 6  Natures  time  skedule,  ignore  it  at  your  peril. 

In  middle  life  the  strain  is  terriffio,  Professional  Men, 
Business  Men,  and  other  suoessful  leaders,  will  enjoy 
their  work  more,  and  last  ten  or  fifteen  years  longer, 
if  in  addition  to  their  mental  training,  they  have  a 
good,  strong,  well  muecaled  body. 


NARCI88US  BULBS; 

v\vxn.vvvvvwv_  v-n'vvn  many  years,  we  operated  a  Dept  8tore 

in  Klemme  Iowa,  and  among  other  things  sold  plants  and 
flowers  inoluding  Holland  Bulbs,  which  we  sold  to  our 
customers  for  fall  planting. 

Weather  conditions  were  unfavorable  one  fall,  and  our 
customers  were  not  in  the  mood  to  buy  such  luxury  items 
as  bulbs.  So  we  decided  to  plant  them  in  pots,  and  when 
in  bloom  sell  them  as v  potted  plants  suitable  for 
sick  room  or  home  use. 

We  hauled  in  several  bushel  of  rich  soil  from  a  olover 
field,  filled  maybe  a  hundred  six  inch  pots,  adding  just 
a  bit  of  vigero  and  peat,  and  sifted  it  all  to  make  the 
soil  uniform. 
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The  plan  was  to  plant  three  bulbs  In  a  not*  water  them 
and  keen  them  in  the  dark  of  the  basement  for  three  weeks, 
the  pot  would  become  crowded  with  white  roots,  bvt  the 
tops  would  grow  little.  They  were  then  brought  up  stairs 
into  the  light,  and  the  sturdy  stocks  grew  up,  and  in 
due  time  large  clusters  of  blossoms  appeared,  and  the 
fragrance  of  the  ’Paper  White  Naroissus  filled  the  store. 

The  planting  was  planned  so  that  two  would  bloom 
each  Wednesday,  and  four  bloom  eaoh  Saturday. 

The  demand  was  heavy,  and  my  helper  thought  to  hurry 
things  up.  He  planted  half  a  dozen  pots,  watered  them 
and  placed  them  directly  in  the  sin,  They  grew  up  fast 
but  were  spindly,  and  'believe  it  or  not1  when  they  tried 
to  bloom,  they  did  not  have  the  reserve  strength,  and 
as  the  buds  formed  they  fell  flat  and  died.  I  dumped 
one  out  from  the  pot  and  noticed  that  it  had  very  few  roots. 

On  these  few  narcissus  plants  we  failed,  because 
we  did  not  let  the  plant  build  up  physicalv  in  the 
dark  basement  for  the  three  weeks,  thus  it  was  not  in 
line  with  natures  plan  and  we  learned  the  hard  wav. 

People  are  like  Narcissus  Bulbs,  a6  you  will  see 
bv  reading  the  story  of  'Sixty  Idle  Doctors' 


SIXTY  IDLE  DOCTORS/  — 

. ^  When  Automobiles  first  came  into  use. 

We  converted  a  1928  Master  Buiok  into  an  Ambulance, 
which  we  use<5  for  several  years  to  transport,  the  sick, 
or  injured  people  to  hospitals.  At  that  time,  Roohester, 
Iowa  City  and  Des  Moines,  were  the  popular  plaoee. 

(Iowa  City  -  305  miles  -  five  hours  -  $35.00.) 

I  arrived  at  Iowa  City  one  noon  with  a  patient,  and 
was  told  that  if  I  waited  until  four  P.M.  I  could  haul 
another  patient  home,  thus  I  had  a  few  houri  to  kill. 

The  Auto  Ambulance  was  a  new  service,  prior  to  this 
patients  on  stretchers,  were  placed  in  the  baggage  oar 
and  traveled  to  the  hospital  by  trein,  -  A  hard  trip. 

Thus  I  had  the  time  and  the  opportunity  to  observe, 

how  the  sick  were  handled,  and  while  assisting  the  Doctor 

at  the  Recieving  Alcove,  we ir&lscussed  our  mutual  problems. 
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Two  well  dressed  men  walked  thru  our  department,  and 
My  Companion  greeted  them  both  ae  'Hi  Doc'. 

Do  theee  men  work  here,  I  inquired,  "Nope"  said  my 
companion,  theee  men  are  retired  Doctors. 

Yee  eaid  he,  both  of  these  young  doctors  are  rich  mens 
sons,  end  never  learned  to  do  physical  labor  at  home, 
neither  of  them  drink  or  smoke,  nice  clean  men. 

The  Dad  of  one  of  these  Doctors  was  a  suceseful  farmer 
and  cattle  man,  had  plenty  of  hired  help  and  was  a 
hard  worker  himself.  He  was  a  good  man  and  his  community 
loved  him.  He  wanted  to  be  a  good  father  to  his  six  children 

One  day'Papa  says  to  Mamma' ,  lets  send  our  eldest  son  thru 
college,  and  then  on  to  the  best  medical  schools,  so  that 
he  can  make  his  living  easier  than  we  did.  We  have  worked 
hard,  maybe  too  hard  to  achive  sucess,  there  must  be  an 
easier  way.  Yes  said  Mamms  it  would  be  nice  to  have 
a  doctor  in  the  family. 

Thus  the  ' fairhaired '  first  born  eon  went  thru  hi-school, 
College,  and  Medical  School,  graduated  with  honors ,Recieved 
his  license  to  practice  medicine  in  the  state  of  Iowa. 

He  married,  located  in  a  County  seat  town.  His  business 
wa 8  good  right  from  the  start.  But,  He  staved  in  business 
lust  two  years. 

Altho  this  /bung  man  was  a  well  trained  and  capable 
physician,  he  was  too  'thin-skinned*  to  stand  the  strain 
of  night  8nd  dav  duty  ae  a  'Country  Doctor'. 

And  like  the  storv  of  the  Narcissus  bulbs,  he  couldn't 

take  it,  and  folded  up  and  retired,  and  now  lives  like  a 

gentleman  of  liesure  in  Iowa  Citv,  his  father  having  left 
him  plenty  of  money  to  live  on. 

This  phows  how  necessary  it  is  for  every  vouth  to  develops 
his  muscles  and  become  physicaly  strong  while  in  his  teens, 
Nature  save  that  is  the  time  to  do  it. 

The  story  of  this  young  doctor  is  not  an  isolated  case, 

My  Companion  pointed  out,  that  there  were  sixty  doctors, 
of  various  ages,  retired  and  living  in  Iowa  City, 

Who  had  never  held  down  a  job  of  Family  Physician  for 
more  than  a  year  or  two.  -  Thev  dont  need  money, 
so  work  -  disgusts  them,  and  they  live  the  lire  of  a  'Play  Boy 
Idle  rich  -  Failures. 
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ARTHUR  HERDS  CATTLE  * 

In  1890,  when  I  wee  ten  years  old, 

I  hired  out  to  my  grandfather,  Henry  F  Wellemeyer ,  acre  68, 
to  nerd  cattle  for  him  at  Garner  low?.  My  folks 
at  the  time  lived  at  LeMare  Iowa. 

Grandfather  emoloyed  two  men  and  two  boys. 

His  son  Charles  age20,  and  R.R.lemke  acrel3 ,  took  care  of 

the  field  croos.  Emil  Patet  age  20,  took  care  of 

two  stallions  and  three  bulls,  and  Arthur  herded  the  cattle. 

Grandfather  rented  two  ouarter  sections  of  orairie 
errapfi  land,  -joining  Garner  on  the  west,  for  which  he  paid 
'eastern  owners'  a  yearly  rental  of  £55  per  quarter  section. 
For  herdincr  the  cattle,  He  recieyed  &2.  to  £2.50  per  head 
per  season,  which  was  from  Mav  b  to  Sept  20. 

Oh,  its  nice  to  net  up  in  the  morning,  in  the  good  old 
summertime,  and  the  entire  household  was  called  at  5  AM. 
and  everybody  went  out  to  do  up  the  chores. 

Grandfather  took  care  of  the  bin  hogs  and  the  little  pigs. 

He  would  inspect  the  cattle  to  see  how  they  were  doing. 
Sometimes  one  or  more  steers  would  develooe  'Lump  Jaw*  , 
caused  by  being  hooked  by  a  horn( Cattle  had  horn  then) 

These  were  roped,  snubbed  to  a  post,  and  we  swabed  the 
lump  with  blue  vitrol.  This  was  hot  stuff,  the  steer 
would  bawl,  and  try  to  claw  us  with  hie  fromt  feet. 

Dog  'Shep*  would  look  on  and  smile,  as  official  police  doer, 
he  did  not  love  any  of  the  cattle. 

We  had  24  cqws  to  milk,  Grandmother  milked  six  and  then 
hurried  into  tne  house  to  prepare  breakfast,  she  was  a 
f a 8 1  milker.  -  R.R.Lemke  and  myself  each  milked  nine. 

It  takes  a  good  milker  to  milk  ten  cows  an  hour. 

Our  wrists  were  tiered  when  the  milking  was  over,  and  we 
had  to  hurry  because,  Grandmother  called  for  breakfast 
at  exactly  six  oclock. 

The  herd  was  skeduled  to  leave  town,  rain  or  shine,  seven 
days  a  week  at  exactly  six  thirty  every  morning. 

There  were  about  sixty  town  cows  which  I  rounded  up  first, 
Then  Fred  Greiraann,  from  near  Concord  brought  us  about 
seventy  head  every  morning.  And  a  Mr  Grower ,  near  the 
cemetery  sent  about  thirty  head.  Then  as  we  passed  the 
residence,  grandmother  handed  me  my  lunch  oail,  and 
grandfather  turned  out  the  big  bunch  from  tne  home  carral. 

And  of course,  one  of  the  registered  short  horn  bulls  went 
along  each  day,  He  was  supooeed  to  be  the  'head  of  the  herd*, 
and  to  impress  us,  he  often  produced  ’sound  effects'  while 
he  Dcwedvup  the  earth  to  form  a  dust  screen. 
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CATTLE , cont inued  - 

And  if  ho  paw  another  herd,  a  mile  or  bo 
off,  Our  Bull  would  let  out  a  'big  bellow*  which  was 
supposed  to  be  a  ohallancre  to  the  neighboring  bull  to 
come  out  and  fight.  And  if  the  neighbor  bull  answered 
back,  then  both  herders  were  very  busy  for  a  while. 

Our  Bull,  with  a  wild  look  in  his  eye,  would  rush  full 
speed  tward  the  other  herd.  Our  sharp  young  dog  ’Shep* 
when  I  gave  him  the  word  would  race  to  the  scene  like  a 
streak,  his  fur  rippling  in  the  wind.  My  pony,  Q.ueen* 
when  I  gave  her  the  word,  sometimes  let  out  a  little 
saueal,and  after  the  bull  she  went,  The  pony  kept  one 
eve  on  the  bull  and  one  eye  on  the  sod,  so  as  not  to  step 
in  any  gopher  holes.  In  a  chase  like  this  you  ride  with 
a  loose  rein  and  give  vour  attention  to  the  whirling  of 
thB  whip,  this  is  a  long  braided  affair  of  leather,  with 
a  soft  leather  snapper  on  the  end,  this  is  thrown  out  tward 
the  animal  in  such  a  wav  that  the  snapper  end  hits  the  hide, 
makes  a  noise  like  a  pistol  shot,  and  burns  off  a  patch 
of  hair  the  size  of  a  penny. 

The  trick  is  to  turn  the  bull  baok  to  our  herd. 

the  critical  moment  comes  when  vou  get  the  bull  stopped, 

He  has  horns,  the  dog  knows  it,  The  pony  knows  it,  and 
the  herder  knows  it. 

The  Dog,  with  vicious  snarls,  sneaks  in  to  ,nip*  the  bull 
in  the  nose,  mavbe  the  bull  makes  a  lunge  at  the  pony, 
but  the  oony  with  ears  laid  back  jumps  sideways  as  much 
e a  three  feet,  to  avoid  the  horns,  and  the  herder  had 
best  'sit  Iris  saddle*  ,  there  are  rules  in  this  game,  to 
be  touched  cv  a.  horn  is  considered  a  foul,  and  to  be 
unhorsed  is  a  double  foul. 

Having  turned  we  run  him  baok  full  speed  with  the  dog 
at  hie  heels,  and  the  pony  entering  into  the  spirit  of 
the  chase,  sometimes  leans  forward  and  bites  him  in  the 
rump.  After  this  work  out,  the  bull  would  usualy  behave 
himself  for  the  balance  of  the  day. 

But  one  day,  while  the  dog  and  I  were  eating  our  noon 
lunch,  our  bull  suddenly  starts  for  the  other  herd,  - 
The  neighbor  bull,  a  tall,  underfed,  slabsided  animal, 
came  on  the  run  to  meet  him. 

Our  bull  won,  in  one  minute  flat, he  got  the  other  fellow 
down  and  troraped  on  his  ribs  with  his  front  feet, 
the  scrub. bull  died,  our  bull  walked  back  from  the  fight, 
tongue  t ,  and  it  hurt  him  to  breathe,  must  have  cracked 
a  rib.  ,  „ 
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CATTLE,  continued  - 

Grandfather  later  sold  the  neighbor 
another  bull  at  half  t^e  usual  orice 

I 

Grandfather  with  his  stout  hickory  cane,  helped  rae 
drive  the  last  mile  to  the  herd  grounds  every  morning, 
and  at  six  thirty  P.M.  he  was  there  againto  help  drive 
the  cattle  home,  the  trick  was  to  cut  out  the  various 
groups  as  we  came  to  their  lane, 

I 

I  lived  with  my  grandparents,  and  grandfather  provided 
rav  eauioment,  such  as  a  cattle  pony,  saddle,  bridle, 
whip,  rain  coat,  rubber  boots,  leather  boots,  boots 
were  required  because  of  rattle  snakes. 

Also  a  large  dinner  pail,  in  which  was  packed  mv  lunch, 
bones  for  the  doer,  and  about  three  lumps  of  sugar  for 
the  pony.  Y/hen  I  got  thirstv  I  drank  warm  milk,  I  had 
a  short  handled  dioper,  which  I  held  under  a  three  teat  cow. 

A 8  we  went  out  to  the  herd  grounds,  we  crossed  the 
Iowa  River,  where  the  cattle  would  drink.  In  mid-summer 
when  the  river  water  was  low,  or  stagnant  or  dry. 

It  was  necessary  to  pumo  the  water  for  them  from  a 
shallow  well.  On  hot  davs  it  would  take  about  half  my 
time  to  keep  the  troughs  full,  It  was  a  large  capacity 
pumo,  else  the  -job  would  have  been  impossible. 

Instinctivlv  the  cattle  remained  together  while  grazing. 

Wild  cattle  and  buffalo,  who  roamed  the  prairie  previous 
to  our  coming,  did  that  for  protection  from  wolves. 

In  previous  times  if  e  young  buffalo  strayed  away  from 
the  herd,  raavbe  a  pair  of  wolves  would  cut  him  off  and 
run  the  freig'ntened  animal  into  soft  ground,  there  were 
many  ponds  and  eloughe,  here  they  would  make  the  kill 
and  eat  their  fill. 

There  was  a  ring  of  oleaching  buffalo  bones  around  each 
slough,  and  a  string  of  bones  oaralell  to  the  river  on 
each  side,  which  showed  where  the  buffalo  had  died 
thru-out  the  years. 

Often  a  voung  or  foolish  animal  from  mv  herd  would  stray 
awav  from  the  main  bunch  of  cattle,  mv  dog  Shep  was 
supposed  to  take  care  of  that  without  being  told,  nine 
times  out  of  ten  he  would  do  the  .lob  OK.  ,  but  onoe  in 
a  while,  being  a  distant  cousin  of  the  wolf,  he  would 
,  •  forget  his  training  and  drive  the  animal  awav  from  the 

herd,  in  jwfrich  case  I  would  call  sherolv  to  the  dog, 
and  round.,.. up  the  etragler  with  the  pony,  using  the^ 

^  long  black  cattle  whip. 
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CATTLE,  continued  - 

Cattle  like  to  eat  the  knee  deep  tender 
prairie  grass  in  the  early  morning  when  it  is  wet  with  dew 
and  thev  keep  busy  eating  for  four  hours,  and  at  about 
eleven  AM,  they  want  to  lay  down  and  chew  their  cud, 
then  for  three  hours  lazy  around,  but  about  two  oclock 
they  get  busy  eating  grass  again,  and  bv  six  thirty  they 
are  filled  up  and  want  to  go  home,  where  they  lav  down 
and  chew  their  cud  for  three  or  four  hours,  and  then 
rest  until  morning.  (Thus  a  cow  will  eat  9  hours, 
chew  cud  7  hours,  and  rest  8  hours  each  day) 

Here  in  the  carral  they  lick  at  the  salt  trough,  and 
drink  their  fill  of  clean,  cool  ,  well  water. 

These  three  hours  while  the  cattle  are  bedded  down  are 
most  interesting  to  the  herder,  ofoouree  he  could  lie 
down  like  a  '  Merican1  ,  and  sleep  away  the  time,  but 
there  is  no  fun  in  that. 

Here  are  some  of  his  activities:  Remove  saddle  and  bridle 
so  the  oony  can  eat  grass,  after  a  few  mouthfule  she  is 
back  and  nudges  me  gently  with  her  nose,  begging  for 
a  lump  of  sugar  or  an  apple,  -  which  she  gets. 

Then  the  dog  lies  down  near  me,  and  watches  with 
8 oul f ul  eyes  while  I  dig  out  his  package  of  bones 
from  the  bottom  of  my  lunch  pail. 

If  the  day  is  bright,  maybe  we  trap  gophers,  their  tails 
bring  one  cent  each  bounty,  we  trap  twenty  or  more  each 
dav.  Or  the  dog  and  I  gather  bones  and  put  them  in 
piles  on  the*  higher  ground,  so  that  if  some  ’Jew  Scavanger 
comes  past  with  his  team  and  wagon,  I  could  maybe  sell 
them  for  $1  .50  per  ton,  I  had  exactly  twenty  pilee, 
the  Jew  offer  being  much  too  low,  I  borrowed  a  farm  team 
and  hauled  them  home  nights,  I  weighed  them  a  few  at 
a  time  on  a  ’steelyard’  scales,  and  put  three  and  a 
half  ton  in  a  neat  pile,  and  tied  a  tag  to  the  top  bone 
price  five  dollars,  another  49W  came  along  and  bought 
them,  after  all  $5.  was  half  s  months  wages. 

Grandmother  needed  several  bags  of  ’golden  rod'  roots 
every  vear,  I  dug  these  for  her  and  dried  them,  these 
were  later  ground  up  into  powder  called  'Golden  seal' 
which  she  used  for  medicinal  purposes.  Put  a  little 
of  this  powder  in  your  mouth,  it  cleaned  out  canker 
6ores  and  refreshed  tne  mouth. 
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CATTLE,  continued  - 

The  roade  of  that  day  were  just  trails 
along  the  higher  ground,  lust  a  Dath  in  the  tough  p 
prairie  sod  for  *ach  horse  to  walk,  when  they  came  to 
8  slough  tne  oaths  made  a  detour.  Two  of  these  oaths 
converged  as  they  crossed  the  herd  Grounds,  and  continued 
on  tward  town.  I  had  a  Greeting  for  each  passerby,  and 
their  one  Question  was  always  -  "Whats  the  news"? 

One  day,  a  young  man  on  foot  came  by,  he  carried  a  small 
pack  on  his  back  and  was  selling  'Slaw  Cutters'  s  sort 
of  metal  device  with  six  knives,  well  made  of  stainless 
steel,  He  was  walking  from  Sioux  City  to  Chicago, 
where  he  intended  to  go  to  school,  he  stopped  at  nearly 
every  house  selling  this  item.  He  gave  me  the  adress 
and  that  night  I  ordered  25  slaw  cutters  for  ten  dollars. 

And  in  due  time  I  was  demonstrating  to  everyone  who 
crossed  the  herd  ground,  mv  pockets  were  full  of  raw 
potatoes,  the  prospect  was  given  a  potaxoe  and  told 
to  try  it.  I  sold  all  25  slaw  cutters  that  summer  at 
one  dollar  each. 

My  grandmother  was  a  good  coach,  she  kept  telling  me 
to  improve  rny  penmanship,  so  that  my  writing  would  be 
clean  and  plain  and  easily  read,  and  to  improve  mv 
reeding.  All  these  gerraans,  she  said,  that  come  over 
to  this  country  every  vear  need  somebody  who  can  read 
their  mail  to  them,  and  then  write  their  letters. 

The  Lawver  charges  a  dollar  to  write  a  letter,  if  vou 
learn  to  write  well  vou  could  do  it  for  fifty  cents 
and  still  m£ke  good  money. 

So  she  sent  along  the  'Youths  Companion'  a  weekly  paper, 
which  I  should  read  while  herding(  I  often  read  these 
stories  aloud  to  the  dog,  trying  to  keep  my  voice 
pleasing  so  that  the  dog  would  be  impressed.) 

At  night,  Grandmother  would  take  the  paper,  and  ask 
me  to  tell  her  the  story,  which  was  good  training. 

I  was  also  required  to  write  long  hand  one  page  each 
day.  She  kept  forever  telling  me  that  I  must  learn 
to  write  better,  much  better,  than  tne  average  person, 
and  I  had  to  rewrite  many  a  page  before  I  recieved  her  OK. 

In  the  fall  ,iu6t  after  the  first  killing  frost, 
about  Sept  20th,  the  herding  was  discontinued  for  that 
year,  School  did  not  start  in  Garner  untill  November, 

Thus  I  had  the  entire  month  of  October  to  collect. 
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CATTLE,  continued  - 

First  Grandfather  made  an  itemized 
statement  for  everyone  who  owed  us. 

Town  Cow,  for  the  season  -----  $2.50 
Service  charge, if  cow  was  expecting  .50 
We  would  add  the  date  when  the  calf  should  arrive. 
Then  we  wrote  on  the  bottom  what  we  would  pay 
for  their  day  old  calf. 

( 50<£  if  from  a  scrub  cow,  75<£  for  the  better  calves.) 


And  all  of  these  dates  were  marked  on  a  calendar  at 
home,  so  that  I  knew  when  to  call  with  my  little  wagon 
to  buy  the  calf  and  haul  it  home.  We  prot  about  4-0  calves 
durincr  the  winter,  these  were  carefulv  tended  and  fed 
milk  from  a  pail. 

In  making  these  collection  calls,  I  did  not  forcret  to 
demonstrate  mv  slaw  cutter,  and  would  also  offer  ft  nice 
bunch  of  'cat  tails' for  ten  cents,  and  I  even  sold 
maple  tree  seeds  for  five  cents  for  a  small  package. 

Mv  waffes  of  ten  dollars  per  month,  and  my  other  earnlncs 
of  about  the  same  amount,  were  sent  to  my  parents,  which 
was  the  custom  at  that  time. 

I  attended  school  six  months  that  winter,  ouit  about 
Mav  1st  1891,  to  cret  tnintrs  reedy  and  commence  mv  second 
year  as  a  herder,  things  ran  about  the  same  as  before 
with  these  exceptions:  We  had  200  head  in  the  herd  instead 
of  300.  -  Grandfather  hed  purchased  a  carload  of  oak  posts 
four  inch  size,  these  he  hauled  out  to  a  knoll  in  the 
center  of  the  herd  erroundp,  racked  them  up  neatly  to  dry, 
he  brought  out  a  chonpincr  block  and  a  very  sharp  axe, 
and  taucrht  me  how  to  sharpen  poete  -  It  took  all  summer 
to  do  that  job.  He  cautioned  me  to  respect  the  sharpness 
of  the  axe  and  not  accidentlv  cut  mv  foot. 

There  was  lust  enough  rain  thru  out  this  second  seaBon 
to  keen  the  graps  green  and  tender,  and  I  confined  mv 
cattle  mostly  on  the  auarter  section  nearest  town, 

On  the  other  auarter,  we  put  up  80  acres  of  hay,  we 
stacked  it  in  the  field,  out  a  temoorv  fence  around 
each  stack  yard,  and  plowed  eeveral  furrows  around 
that  for  a  fire  break.  Prairie  fires  were  a  constant 
threat  in  8  very  drv  fall. 

Another  80  acres  was  turned  over,  by  the  two  field  men, 
eifch  with  'B  breaking  plow  and  a  three  hdrse  team, 
this  wae^seeded  to  flax. 
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CATTLE,  continued  - 

The  third, ^es  soon  as  the  frost  was  out, 
the  fence  was  put  ud  ,  a  post  every  twenty  feet  and  two 
strands  of  barbed  wire,  this  was  then  called  a  pasture, 
and  the  lane  ran  right  up  to  the  carral.  And  when  the 
fence  was  coranlete  my  duties  as  herder  were  over. 

My  pony  and  I  covered  the  entire  rural  area  from  Belmond 
to  Forest  City  selling  slaw  outters,  which  showed  me  a 
orofit  of  thirty  dollars  per  month,  -  And  ofcourse  I  helped 
with  the  chores  and  did  the  nite  drives  for  grandmother. 

One  of  the  hard  things  in  a  herders  life  is  the  weather, 
the  herder  is  on  the  job  seven  days  a  week  for  20  weeks. 

The  first  year  was  a  wet  year,  it  rained  a  little  every 
day  for  the  first  five  weeks,  some  were  cold  rains, 
the  cattle  ofcourse  wear  fur  coats  and  dont  mind,  but 
such  days  are  bad  for  the  herder,  I  built  a  small  sod 
shanty  where  I  could  get  out  of  the  wind  and  dry  out 
bv  the  fire. 

Then  after  the  4th  of  July  came  the  heat,  no  shade  trees, 
even  then  we  would  have  a  quick  wind  and  shower  from  the 
south  west,  these  would  be  violent,  but  last  only  for  an  hour. 

About  twice  each  season, we  would  have  a  heavy  storm  from 
the  north  west,  One  time  it  was  ouiet  in  the  forenoon, 
except  heavy  black  clouds  were  building  uo  in  the  north¬ 
west*  I  laid  out  mv  rain  coat,  robber  boots,  cutting 
nippers,  and  hammer,  in  case  I  should  need  them  and  quietly 
moved  the  herd  to  tne  North  west  corner  of  the  grassland, 

I  was  responsible  for  that  herd.  I  worried  how  I  would 
handle  the#  if  the  storm  should  be  bad,  and  it  surely 
looked  bad. 

About  three  PM  ,  a  strong  cold  NW.  wind  hit  us  with 
heavy  rain  -  the  cattle  turned  their  backs  to  the  storm. 

The  dog  and  I  at  their  heads  holding  them  back,  but  the 
cattle  in  the  rear  were  pushing  those  in  front,  end  in 
spite  of  our  frantic  efforts,  the  cattle  advanced  step 
by  step.  After  going  about  a  mile  on  our  land,  I  out 
a  fence  and  laid  it  down  so  that  the  cows  would  not  cut 
their  teats.  About  a  mile  farther  on  along  the  river 
we  came  to  a  second  fence,  we  tried  to  hold  them  but 
finalv  cut  that  too,  very  risky  business  with  the  cattle 
almost  on  top  of  ue ,  after ^two  hours,  we  were  two  miles 
from  our  herd  grounds,  the  wind  had  died  down  but  it 
still  rained  hard. 

And  looljc^g  ud,  I  saw  two  horsemen  coming,  they  were 
from  grandfathers  place,  they  helped  me  turn  the  cattle 
and  were  eauiped  to  repair  the  neighbors  fences. 
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CATTLE,  concluded  - 

In  the  month  of  Aucrust,  when  a  bier  yellow 
weed  was  in  bloom,  every  one  who  worked  on  the  prairie 
got  sore  lips,  the  membrane  of  the  lipa  cracked  and 
even  bled,  which  was  annoying,  we  covered  them  with 
mutton  tallow  which  kept  out  the  pollen. 

I  have  written  vou  in  detail  about  herding  cattle 
for  several  reasons: 

1  -  Grandfather  had  'run  the  herd'  for  ten  or  fifteen 

years  and  I  was  his  last  herder. 

2  -  And  now  in  1S55 ,  Horses  have  been  replaced 

on  the  farms  with  tractors. 

3  -  Cows  are  not  milked  by  hand 

but  with  milking  machines. 

4  -  Stallions  are  few  and  fax  between. 

5  -  Bulls  have  been  replaced  bv  artificial  breeding. 

6  -  Cattle  of  today  have  no  horns. 

7  -  All  the  farms  are  fenced. 


ARTHUR  at  DECORAH  - 

The  family  then  moved  to  Decorah  Iowa, 
and  Arthur  went  home  to  live  with  them,  we  etaved 
three  years,  1893  -  94  and  95.  -  Eight  of  us  children 

attended  the  oublic  school,  Elizabeth  and  Carl  completed 
the  12th  grade,  Arthur  completed  the  9th  grade. 

I  took  a  thousand  dollars  a  year  to  pay  our  household 
expenses,  which  included  the  care  of  a  team  of  horses 
and  a  cow.  -  Father  earned  £500  uer  vear. 

We  children,  under  mothers  capable  management,  easily 
earned  the  extra  money  and  thought  it  was  fun. 

Elizabeth,  age  19,  was  a  very  good  operator  on  the 
sewing  machine,  she  supervised  the  making:  of  all 
dresses  made  in  the  home,  She  also  taught  dressmaking' 
to  the  young  ladies  of  the  community.  Five  lessons, 
a  sewing:  chart,  and  the  adjustment  of  their  sewing 
machine,  all  for  five  dollars  (She  was  a  mechanic  too) 

Carl,  agre  18,  clerked  for  one  vear  in  e  book  store 
at  a  wagi-e  of  four  dollars  per  week. 

Estella,  age  15,  helped  at  home  and  studied  music 
on  the  oiano. 

Arthur  age  13,  Ernst  age  11,  Fletcher  age  9. 
we  worked  as  a  team,  we  were  the  Janitors  of  two  churches, 
Ife  worked  up  cord  wood  for  fuel,  Ernst  and  I  sawed, 
and  Fletched  split  and  piled  the  wood.  Our  price  for 
herd  wood  was  11.25  per  cord. 
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fcE  CORAH 

There  were  4000  people  living  In  Decmrah, 

Arthur  rang  every  door  bell  in  town  twice*  once 
selling  ’slaw  cutters’  at  one  dollar  each,  and  again 
selling  fire  kindlere  at  thirty-five  cents  each. 

Pad  said:-  I  wish  vou  would  make  monev  some  other  wav, 
I'm  afraid  this  house  to  house  work  will  make  a  liar 
out  of  vou,  -  I  ouicklv  made  this  concession,  that 
I  would  not  call  on  any  of  his  church  members. 

The  folks  I  called  on  were  very  nice  people,  they  needed 
the  slaw  nutter  and  our  family  needed  the  money. 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  call  on  them  and  rav  efforts  showed 
a  net  profit  of  more  than  three  hundred  dollars. 

Decorah  was  a  Norwegion  town,  and  I  noticed  while  making 
deliveries  for  a  'Cabinate  Shop'  (  a  one  inansbusiness , 
and  8  one  man  delivery  wagon)  that  in  the  homes  of  the 
'well-to-do'  there  were  many  books,  in  some  homes  an 
entire  wall  would  be  covered  with  book  shelves. 

One  lady  asked  me  if  we  could  rebind  old  books  that 
were  falling  out  of  their  covers.  (The  Boss  had  told 
me  'never  sav  NO')  I  said  9URE  we  can,  I$ll  see  you 
about  that  in  a  day  or  two. 

That  night  after  supper  I  called  at  the  home  of  the 
manager  of  the  Luther  Publishing  Co. ,  and  said  that 
I  could  collect  a  number  of  books  around  town  which 
needed  work  done  on  them,  if  we  could  figure  some  wav 
to  get  the  business,  and  if  I  could  earn  e  modest 
c  oram  i  e  s  i  on  - 

I  hauled  in  books  with  mv  little  wagon  for  three  weeks 
hundreds  of  books  -  my  commissons  amounted  to  $241.00 

During  the  summer,  Fletcher  drove  cows  to  the  pasture 
and  got  them  again  p.t  nite.  30  of  them  -  50<£  per  month. 

Arthur  went  bv  tr&in  to  Colesburg,  where  he  worked 
for  Uncle  Herman  Holscher , two  seasons,  Msvl  to  Sept  1. 
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DAD  ON  THE  FARM 

In  September  1896,  Dad  took  a  vacation 
of  five  veers  from  hie  job  ae  minister  of  the  German 
Methodist  Church. 

The  household  poods  were  loaded  into  a  rail  road  car, 
and  the  family  traveled  by  train  to  Garner,  and  to  our 
farm  in  Libertv  Township  Hancock  County  Iowa. -Oct. 1-1896. 

Three  of  the  sons  moved  to  the  farm  four  months  earlier, 

Carl  19, -Arthur  16, -Ernst  14, -And  durinp  the  time  between 
May  and  October,  these  boys  with  the  help  of  one  pood 
carpenter,  built  a  two  story  addition  to  the  farm  residence, 
and  built  a  barn. 

When  the  family  was  settledon  the  farm:  - 
Elizabeth  30,  and  Carl  19,  taught  rural  schools. 

Eetella  18,  a  music  teacher,  gave  piano  lessons. 

From  these  three  sources,  the  family  had  a  ready  cash 
income, to  tide  us  over  until  we  could  establish 
a  farm  income. 

Arthur  16, spent  the  winter  at  Garner,  doing  chores  for 

his  grandparents,  and  completing  the  10th  grade  in  Hi-School. 

He  won  a  ‘silver  medal’ in  a  declaratory  contest. 

Ernst  14,  Fletcher  13,  Hulda  10,  Ruth  7,  attended  the 
rural  school  nearby  where  Carl  was  the  teacher. 

The  farm  operation  prospered,  Dad  was  a  pood  farmer,  and 
worked  right  along  with  his  eons,  (When  he  was  home) 
to  get  any  given  job  cleaned  ud  in  a  hurry.  He  never  let 
the  work  pile  up  and  get  ahead  of  him,  and  was  a 
pleasant  man  to  work  with. 

Dad  preached  somewhere  at  least  every  other  Sunday, 

He  felt  obligated  to  attend  all  church  services. 

Committee  meetings , prayer  meetings,  camp  meetings,  etc. 

Often  in  the  winter,  Dad  would  be  away  for  several  weeks 
holding'revival  meetings',  for  those  'thin  9kinned'  pastors 
who  did  not  have  the  ability  to  put  it  accross.  Dad  was 
a  natural  orator,  and  much  above  the  average  as  an 
evangelist,  and  he  enjoyed  this  work,  even  as  Arthur 
enjoyed  selling  things, and  Carl  enjoyed  teaching  school. 

In  the  fall  of  1901, Dad  sold  out  to  Carl  and  Arthur, 
and  mov^d.  the  family  to  Dubuoue  Iowa, 
where  hq  continued  his  pastoral  work. 
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WELLEMEYER  BROTHERS 
Carl  and  Arthur  ffellemeyer 
rented  all  640  acres  of 
WILD  POSE  FARM. 

We  paid  one- third  of  grain  and  corn  for  share  rent, 
and  paid  two  dollars  and  three  dollars  per  acre  for 
hav  and  oastureland. 

All  horses*  cattle,  hoes,  machinery,  seed  and  feed 
were  purchased  from  Dad.  After  deducting  back  wages 
due  each  of  us  since  we  were  of  aee,  we  eave  Dad 
a  note  for  $5000. at  five  percent  interest. 

We  farmed  as  a  partnership  from  the  fall  of  1901, 
to  the  sorinc:  of  1907  -  five  and  a  half  years. 

In  those  days,  it  required  four  active  men  to  operate 
a  farm  of  640  acres,  these  men  were: 

Carl  W.24,  Arthur  W.31,  John  Brade  39,  WM.Rieraer  15. 

Mrs  Brade  was  our  housekeeper  a«:a30,-  We  provided  well 
and  were  fed  well. 

There  were  three  Brade  Children,  who,  of course,  lived 
with  ue  and  provided  fun  and  excitement  for  the  household. 

As  for  wacree,  Brade  and  wife  recieved  $25.  per  month. 

end  Riemer  $15.  oer  month  -  These  were  ‘too  wages’  for 

that  dav ,  but  these  men  were  ‘tops'  too.  and  worth  the  money. 

The  Wellemeyer  Brothers.  Carl  and  Arthur,  crot  along  well 

togetner  , they  never  had  a  quarel,  which  was  due  to  a 

large  extent  to  the  patience  of  Carl, 

The  brothers  were  both  honest  and  unselfish  at  heart. 

* 

But,  there  was  a  vest  difference  in  the  training  and 
temperament  of  these  two  men,  even  tho  they  had  both  been 
raised  in  the  same  Christian  home. 

CARL,  had  been  an  ideal  son,  never  made  trouble, 
early  eraoraced  the  Christian  religion,  and  in  hie 
quiet  way  followed  in  the  steps  of  the  'Master'. 

For  example:  If  young  fellows  grot  to  telling  corny  jokes, 
Carl  would  walk  away,  and  later  sav  to  his  brothers, 

"One  should  never  listen  to  a  story  which  he  would 
not  want  to  repeat  to  his  mother". 

If  there  was  a  fight,  Carl  would  walk  awav,  and  on  the 
school  grounds  his  conduct  was  so  exemplary  that  he  was 
given  the  nick-name  PREACHER. 
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And  his  brothers  around  home  refered  to  Carl  as 
the  Senator*.  He  was  a  good  thinker,  but  slow  in 
making  a  decision.  Often  the  lob  would  be  over  and 
done  (right  or  wrong)  before  the  good  man  could 
fully  make  up  his  mind. 

t)ad  often  took  Carl,  his  eldest  eon,  along  when  he 
was  considering  some  deal,  Dad  was  naturaly  optumistic 
and  ouick  to  decide  (almost  to  a  fault) ,  But  he  would 
always  turn  to  Carl  and  ask  what  he  thought, 

Carl  was  more  cautious  and  argumentative  and  could 
bring  up  a  dozen  reasons  why  the  deal  was  too  risky. 
Sometimes  the  seller  would  make  consessions  • 

ARTHUR,  After  I  was  grown,  mv  mother  once  told  me 
in  confidence,  that  I  had  been  her  most  actice  and 
restless  child,  and  more  trouble  to  raise  than  all 
three  of  her  other  sons. 

And,  she  said,  you  dont  know  it  yet,  but  you  are  a 
natural  born  leader,  and  aG  such  you  will  be  a 
positive  influence  for  good  or  for  bad  as  you  choose. 
"When  decisions  are  hard  to  make  - 
take  vour  problem  to  the  Lord  in  prayer". 

On  leaving  home  mother  said: 

"At  eleven  oolock  every  morning,  as  long  as  I  live, 

I  will  pause  and  breathe  a  praver  for  vou, 
asking  that  God  may  guide  you." 

And  many,  is  the  time  When  I  looked  at  rav'dollax  watch1 , 
and  the  hands  were  at  eleven,  I  would  remember  that 
mother  was*  praying  for  me. 

A 8  we  grow  up  and  accept  the  responeibilty  of  making 
our  own  decisions,  we  often  learn  the  hard  way  bv 
making  mistakes.  But  the  influence  of  a  wonderful 
mother  helps  very  much. 

Arthur,  earlv  in  life  showed  a  decided  bent  tward  the 
practical,  He  was  bored  at  LeMars  with  having  to  be 
an  example  of  piety  to  the  'kids1  of  his  age. 

And  at  ten  left  home  to  herd  cattle,  and  early  learned 
the  fun  of  selling  things,  and  his  farm  experience 
two  years  with  Herman  Holscher,  and  five  years  of 
farming  under  Dad.  and  being  naturaly  prompt  to 
decide  things,  sort  of  pushed  him  into  the  active 
management  of  Farm  Operations  for  the  Wellemeyer  Bros. 
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Carl , thru-out  these  five  years  continued  to  teach 
school,  and  farm  operations  were  well , advanced 
before  hie  school  was  out  in  May  each  year. 

To  facilitate  matters  for  Dad,  one  fall  we  shipped 
out  ten  carload  of  baled  hay,  the  next  season  was  too 
wet,  40  acres  hayland  flooded  and  worthless, 

Thus  when  fall  came  we  had  twice  as  many  cattle  as 
we  could  feed  thru  the  winter,  and  were  forced  to 
sell  half  our  cattle  at  half  price. 

The  next  soring  cattle  were  too  high  in  price  and 
we  did  not  buy,  but  made  hay  in  the  pastures  and  in 
the  meadows,  had  600  ton  in  neat  stacks  - 

Two  veers  after  our  desaster,  history  repeated  itself, 
and  we  bought  enough  cattle  to  eat  all  this  hay,  and 
sold  the  next  spring  at  a  high  price. 

Our  secret  with  hog  production  was  this: 

Our  60  or  more  brood  sowa  farrowed  in  December, 
and  400  or  more  pigs  were  sold  in  June. 

Even  yet  hog  prices  are  highest  in  June 

Keep  a  record  of  prices  every  week  and  see  for  yourself. 

The  next  important  happening  on  this  farm  was 
that  Arthur  took  a  wife,  and  in  the  spring  of  1906 
John  Brade  and  family  were  moved  to  Garner  Iowa, 
and  Lydia  Griewe  Welleraeyer  took  over  the 
housekeeping  iob  on  Wild  Rose  Farm. 

A  year  later,  1907,  Carl  Married  Sarah  Merten, 
and  Arthur  sold  out  and  moved  to  Klemrae,  and 
Carl  and  8arah  continued  on  the  farm. 

Thus  ends  the  story  of  Wellemeyer  Brothers. 
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LYDIA  DORA  GRIEWE ,  wsb  born  February  27th,  1880, 
on  a  farm  in  Liberty  Township , Hancock  County  Iowa, 
the  third  of  six  children. 

Her  father  -  Henry  Griewe  -  age  30 
Her  Mother  -  Mary  Ann  Ell  -  as:e  25 

Her  father,  Henry  Griewe,  about  five  years  before 
Lydia* s  birth,  made  a  beautiful  CRADLE,  in  which  his 
first  born ,, Fred. 0»  should  be  rocked,  and  it  happened 
that  all  of  h: _  six  children  were  rooked  to  sleep  and 
grew  un  from  this  same  cradle. 

After  this  the  five  children  of  Lydia  and  her  husband 
Arthur  Wellemeyer  were  rocked,  one  after  another  in 
this  cradle. 

Then  Lydians  sister  Elnora  and  her  husband  Fred, W. Or tmeyer 
h8d  use  for  this  cradle  for  their  two  children. 

And  now,  Elnora' s  daughter  Mildred  and  her  husband 
Richard  A. Mart  in,  asked  for  this  cradle,  for  their 
daughter  Meredith  Louise. 

Thus  the  cradle  is  now  serving  the  third  generation, 
built  in  1875,  still  in  use  in  1S55.  It  is  eighty 
years  old  and  is  rocking  the  14th  child  at  this  writing. 

In  the  soring  of  1380,  Lydia  Griewe  and  several  other 
children  of*  the  community  were  baptized  one  Sunday 
in  'Center  School  House'  by  Rev. E. W. Henke. 

Lydia  completed  her  common  school  studies  in  Center  School, 
which  was  for  15  years  the  only  school  building  in 
Liberty  Township.  And  which  for  nine  years  served  the 
German  Methodists  as  a  place  of  worship. 

Lydia  attended  Charles  City  College  for  High  School  8tudies 

Mr  Griewe,  her  father,  was  a  small  frail  men,  who  suffered 
for  several  years  during  his  most  active  middle  years, 
with  ulscers  of  the  stomach,  which  cut  down  his 
usefulness  on  the  farm  at  times. 

And  with  360  acres  to  attend  to,  the  two  sons  Fred  and 
John, had  plenty  to  do. 

The  daughters  helped  with  the  field  work,  during  Having, 
Shocking,  errain,  and  picking  corn. 
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After  Lydia  completed  her  college  studies,  she  worked 
at  several  places:  For  two  vefers  at  the  W.  J.Barz  store 
in  darner ,  For  a  few  years,  Claxa  and  Lydia  dr i ewe  operated 
a  dressmacking  shoo  in  Klemme  Iowa.  Then  she  worked 
for  two  years  in  the  Schaub  deneral  Store  at  Klemme  Iowa. 

The  German  People  love  to  sing,  therefore  when  the 
Liberty  Methodist  Churcn  was  built  V1885)  they  installed 
en  excellant  reed  organ,  with  extra  reeds  for  a  sub-base. 
Lydia  was  organist  at  one  time,  but  Lydia  had  a  sweet 
soprano  voice  which  they  needed  in  the  Ghoir. 

On  Thursday  February  22nd  1906,  seven  PM, 

Lydia  Dora  Griewe  26,  and  Franz  Arthur  Wei leraeyer  26, 
were  married  at  the  Henrv  Griewe  farm  home  in  Liberty 
Township.  Our  famileis  were  neighbors. 

Her  parents,  Mr  &  mre  Henry  Griewe  married  in  1874. 

His  parents , Rev. &  Mre  Frank  Wellemeyer  married  in  1875. 
Both  men  brought  their  brides  here  on  adjoining  farms, 
broke  up  the  orairie  sod,  abd  built  up  their  homes, 
and  now  32  years  later,  their  children  are  beginning 
to  marry  and  go  into  nomes  of  their  own. 

Lydia  was  the  first  of  the  Griewe  daughters  to  leave 
home,  and  Arthur  was  the  first  of  the  Wellemeyer  family 
to  get  married. 

THE  WEDDING 

Arthur  and  Lydia  would  have  been  satisfied 
with  a  simple  wedding,  but,  relatives  and  friends  expected 
an  elaborate  affair,  and  we  obliged  bv  putting  on  the 
full  show.  Many  of  the  guests  had  never  attended  a 
welling  before. 

Ella  Griewe  13,  and  Lorene  VYessel  13,  were  the  flower 
girls,  And  the  best  man  and  bride’s  maid  were  - 
Ernst  Wellemever  and  Anna  Griewe. 

Preceeding  the  ceremony,  Ernst  Welleraeyer  tenor,  sang 
german  love  songs,  And  Elizabeth  Wellemeyer  contralto, 
sang  in  english  ’Beloved  it  is  morn’.  Mies  Meta  Stork 
played  the  wedding  march,  and  the  orical  oarty  took 
their  places. 


The  Rev. Geo. Weseel ,  pastor  of  the  Liberty  Methodist 
Church,  read  the  marriage  service  in  the  german  language. 
The  groom  placed  the  wedding  ring  on  the  brides  finger, 
and  the  service  was  concluded  v>itn  a  german  orayer 
by  the  Rev.  Frank  ’.Vellemeyer . 
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The  BRIDE'S  DRES8 ,  was  white  crepe-de-chine  with  many 
yaxds  of  material  in  the  skirt,  and  was  made  by  the 
bride  and  her  sister  Clare. 

(She  wore  a  broach  of  gold,  which  her  mother  had  worn 
at  her  wedding-  in  1874.  The  bride  carried  a  small  boka 
of  white  roses,  and  wore  a  white  rose  in  her  hair. 

The  £room  was  attired  in  a  double  breasted  black  suit 
of  all  wool  unfinished  worsted  material,  and  patent 
leather  shoes.  The  pearl  shirt  stud  was  also  worn  by 
his  father  at  hie  wedding  in  1875. 

The  weddlns?  day  was  clear,  but  the  roads  were  bad, 

the  snow  had  melted  all  at  once,  end  the  frost  was  going 

out  of  the  ground,  no  travel,  just  black  dirt  roads, 

In  some  pieces  the  buggy  wheels  would  drop  down  to  the 
hubs,  and  the  horses  could  travel  onlv  at  a  walk,  and 
everv  teem  was  covered  with  sweat  when  it  arrived. 

The  Ed. Wei] emever  familv  left  Garner  et  three  pm. 
and  arrived  at  six.  In  spite  of  the  mud,  73  guests 
arrived  and  the  wedding  ceremony  proceeded  on  skedule 
at  exactly  seven  oclock. 

During  the  congratulations  and  best  wishes. 

Aunt  Cora,  Mr s. H.  Fred. Wellemever ,  took  mv  hand  and  said: 
"Arthur,  you  are  getting  married  under  almost  ideal 
conditions,  you  are  a  good  worker,  and  Lvdia  ie  an 
intell  igent  "f  arm  girl,  I  am  sure  that  vour  marriage 
will  be  a  success." 

THE  WEDDING  FEA8T 

After  the  long  'soft'  ride,  our  erueetp 
were  more  or  less  spattered  with  mud,  and  a  laundry  room 
off  from  the  kitchen  wee  converted  into  m  clean  up  room, 
The  laundrv  stove  was  kept  going,  wash  basins  , towels, 
combs  etc,  all  hancv  for  their  use. 

And  on  the  kitchen  table,  rolls,  donuts,  coffee  and  milk, 
for  all  p e  tney  arrived  -  .iust  a  bite  to  tide  them  over 
untill  the  big  dinner  at  about  seven  thirty. 

Todev,  1955,  the  family  of  the  bride  will  sometimes 
hire  e  Cateress,  to  prepare  the  meal  and  serve  it  in 
the  home,  or  thev  take  the  Guests  to  e  Cafe. 

•  i  <-  —  ]  3  5  - 


V  .1  r.  i  r  *  -*do-  Mv.  -  sw  t8d23f'.' 

,  ;•  a*  g  '  *'•  I  *  i .  -f  ..*  fix  X  1  *i©  "  b  '••■>  -*  ?.  •  ’  •  ■: 

,  ■  xeXO  x'3:  ?1  o  x  • 

^  f  'n  i  b  ,  £  i*r  *  a  ’  *VM  ,  &380T  a  ;  ,  : :» 

■C  ■  i--.fr  •■-  -r  V'  ■  ■  •  •  3-’  •  •  - 

•J  ;T*».j'J50  l"  **  ,  'T3J';'-  .  *  vi  c^  fry  i?ini  r"*-- 


«  bac'  erxew  :.  *  <■  '  ,  ??f>  ■ 

■'.Vi  4  *.UT  ,  TSUOTSl  B  ’  aO  JUO 

J|  •:  j|»  0  3  jhftaoo  .  ,  '  •  :»‘i)  $0  ''UI.  ',1>9W  -3  i*  rT*B  ‘..9 Vi  t  £Jei 

r  >  •  .  j*,  I  *•■»;  ....  • ,-« i  ,  .  ”••  ■ 

t0  c  7  IS  itSS  £o  *r  rtf  v  'fioo  ?.  IB  o •?  i *  9VJ  mr'i 

•  4lslV0#-t  fJ  r t  H  rf  **  tX.XiOT« 

*>£.  vi  rco  fa.t£j  io  .  •  XIox  ,a.<  t  i  mrtofrij!  sr  r 

rjl  yi  rv  t'  •  r  ,9m  9 fit  ai  iq  -'iq.i^  ,  ri  ;/iO  i 

,9'ibO  a  o j  at-i  Ji/.-;  si  r  oHaS  *;o  « ^irorf  aricr 


f\ythut.  V  Ljdia, 


But  in  1906,  when  Lvdia  and  Arthur  were  married, 
the  family  of  the  bride  furnished  the  wedding  feaet. 

There  were  two  large  tables  in  the  dining  room,  and 
smaller  tables  were  set  up  in  the  living  room,  after 
the  ceremony  was  over.  Each  table  wae  padded  and  covered 
with  genuine  table  linen,  linen  napkins,  and  gleaming 
s ilverware.Each  table  wae  decorated  with  candles,  but 
the  rooms  were  lighted  with  keropene  lamps. 

Nearly  everything  served  at  this  dinner  was  home  raised, 
the  flour  wae  from  Griewe  wheat,  ground  and  bolted  at 
the  Garner  Mill.  All  bread , biscuits ,  rolls  and  cake 
were  home  baked.  The  seven  roasted  geese  were  from  the 
Griewe  flocks.  Butter,  milk,  eggs,  and  ham,  were  all 
from  their  farm. 

The  Iellv  and  jam,  all  from  the  large  stockhof 
canned  coeds  kept  in  their  cellar.  Eight  freezers  of 
ice  cream,  all  made  on  the  farm,  They  even  had  their 
own  ice. 

It  was  a  great  meal,  and  the  guests  had  splendid 
appetites  and  enjoyed  themselves.  The  tall  weddinc  cake 
was  cut  and  distributed  to  the  guests. 

In  1955,  28  of  the  72  guestp  are  still  living. 

In  planning  the  wedding  the  groom  offered  to  come  with 
a  helper  and  make  the  ice  cream.  And  said  I  the  guests 
will  want  to  smoke  and  I  will  furnish  the  cigars. 

At  the  mention  of  oicars,  my  father-in-law  laid  down 
his  paper  and  declared,  that  there  wo. -Id  be  no  cigars 
in  his  home,  and  that  was  final.  All  right  Dad,  I  said, 

I  wont  bring  any  cigars  to  the  wedding,  and  I  suppose 
the  guests  who  went  to  smoke  must  bring  their  own 

I  had  previously  bought  four  boxes  of  good  cigars. 

I  gave  these  clears  all  to  Geo. L. Wellemever ,  who  wae 
working  for  me  at  the  time,  and  told  him  to  do  as  he 
pleased  with  them,  and  tnat  if  he  wanted  to  smoke  at 
the  wedding,  to  be  sure  to  take  a  pocket  full  along, 
as  none  would  be  passed  out  at  the  Griewe  home. 

George  must  have  taken  all  the  cigars  along,  no  cigars 
were  passed  out,  and  still  everybody  was  smoking, 

I  dont  know  vet,  just  how  George  menaced  that . 
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At  nine  thirty  that  nite  the  Charivari  Crowd 
they  were  served  sandwiches,  oake  ,  ice  cream 
and  were  all  smoking  when  they  left. 

And  after  the  guests  had  departed  in  the  mud 
their  homes,  the  wedding  day  was  over. 

ARTHUR  and  LYDIA  WELLEMEYER  - 
The  next  day  we  moved  to  Wild  Pose  Farm 
where  we  lived  for  about  a  year. 

Tn  1907,  Carl  end  Sarah  took  over  the  farm  and  we  moved 
to  Klemme  Iowa. 

We  laid  down  11700,  in  cash  and  signed 
a  flock  of  notes  ,  for  the  purchase  of  the  Ed  Schaub 
General  8tore.  which  included  the  build ing  and  the  stock 
of  merchandise. 

We  loaded  our  household  goods  onto  a  hay  wagon,  and 
a  team  of  farm  horses  pulled  us  to  town. 

Lydia  and  Andrew,  four  months  old,  and  the  hired  girl, 
(now  mrs  C. Guandt)  came  seperatelv  with  a  driving  team 
hitched  to  a  top  buggy. 

We  lived  over  the  old  store  for  eight  years,  here 
Ethel  and  Clarice  were  born. 

Then  we  built  a  nice  new  residence,  in  the  south  part 
of  Klemme,  size  32  x  32,  two  story  frame,  and  lived 
here  for  thirty  five  years  -  Ruth  and  Nora  were  born 
in  this  home. 


It  seems  -yiere  must  always  be 
A  LAST  CHAPTER 

The  fortv-three  years  that  Arthur 
and  Lydia  lived  together  went  so  swiftly. 

Lydia  was  busy  with  her  household,  and  Arthur  was  most 
active  in  the  operation  of  his  store. 

For  eight  years  Lydia  was  afflicted  with  diabetis, 
became  thinner,  but  bv  taking  insulin  she  felt  reasonably 
well,  then  all  of  a  sudden  her  heart  failed,  July  31-1949. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Klemme  Methodist 
Church,  Wednesday  August  3rd  1949,  2  om  bv  the 
Rev. E. Morris  Egeland  pastor,  arrangements  in  charge  of 
our  friend  and  neighbor,  Fred  D  Fulton,  funeral  director 
at  Belmond  Iowa. 
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Rev.Egland ,  said  among  other  things:  (Text  Luke  2  -  29) 
"Lydia  Welleraever  was  a  good  mother  and  a  neat  housekeeper, 
of  aulet  disposition.  Her  influence  was  restful  in  the 
home,  and  sweet  and  Deaceful  in  her  community  contacts." 

"And  now  after  a  lifetime  of  service  to  her  family  and 
friends,  and  .lust  before  the  infirmities  of  old  acre 
arrive,  The  Master  savs  ’well  done’.ff 

She  reached  the  age  of  69  years  5  months  and  4  days. 

She  leaves  beside  her  husband  ;  -five  children- 
Andrew  Welleraever  -  Springfield  Missouri. 

Ethel, Mrs  Don  Bacon  -  Lake  Mills  Iowa. 

Clarice,  Mrs  James  Carlson  -Glen  Flora  Wise. 

Ruth,  Mrs  Burton  Hanson  -  Wesley  Iowa. 

Nora,  Mrs  Richard  Mohler  -  Dayton  Ohio. 

Two  Sisters 

Clara,  Mrs  Albert  Yahnke  -  Garden  City  Minn. 

File,  Mrs  Fred  Ortraever  -  Alcona  Iowa. 


Two  Brothers  - 

Rev  F.C.Griewe  -  Garner  Iowa 
John  F.Griewe  -  St .Paul  Minn. 

Also  eicht  grandchildren. 


The  singers  were: 

Mrs  V.Bisora  Mrs  Rov  Arnold 

Eunice  Larsen  Mrs  Jorgenson 


The  casket  bearers  were: 

Weslev  Haefner 
John  K  Stille 
Wee. J. Schuldt 


R. A. Jorgenson 
Walace  Pavev 
E, J. Arnold 


There  were  fiftv  eight  floral  pieces, 
and  cash  memorials  were  used  to  orovide 
a  pair  of  lovelv  cendlabra  for  the  church. 


Mr  and  Mrs  W.C.Keraue,  were  in  charge 
of  the  flowers. 
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(This  sketch,  from  Klemme  times, dated  .Tan  28  1953) 

There  are  three  men  who  guided  the  Wellemeyer  Store 
from  its  beginning  until  the  present  time. 

Sixty  veare  ago,  Eli  Schaefer,  in  his  early  twenties, 
came  to  town  from  Lioerty  TownshiD,  rolled  together 
a  few  niggerheads  for  a  foundation,  and  built  up  a 
little  frame  store  building , e ize  22  x  36,  with  living 
rooms  overhead. 

Ur  Schaefer  carried  clothing  for  men  and  boys,  furniture, 
reed  organs,  and  coffins. 

Eli  was  particular  about  his  personal  appearance. 

He  dressed  well,  even  wore  patent  leather  shoes, 
and  his  sandv  mustache  was  always  trimmed  'just  so*. 

After  his  building  was  completed,  he  drove  to  Garner 
with  his  matched  pony  team  and  shining  top  buggy  and 
brought  beck,  Miss  Julia  Kaste  as  his  wife.  Miss  Kaste 
operated  a  dressmaking  shoo  in  Garner  Iowa. 

The  Schaefers  then  built  an  addition  to  the  store  and 
put  in  a  line  of  Dry  Goods,  which  under  the  capable 
management  of  Mrs  Schaefer,  soon  became  known  as  the 
most  complete  stock  of  dry  goods  in  Hancock  County. 

After  eleven  years,  the  Schaefers  sold  out  and  moved 
to  Hebron  Illinois,  where  their  son  Kenneth  is  still 
operating  a  dry  goods  business. 

The  next  owner  of  the  business  was  Edward  L  Schaub. 
he  built  an  addition  to  the  north  of  the  old  building 
and  increased  the  stock  of  merchandise. 

Mr  Schaub  was  a  young  man  of  21  years  when  he  came  to 
Klemme,  he  borrowed  all  of  the  purchase  price  from  a 
relative,  staved  five  vears  and  made  enough  money  to 
coaolete  his  college  education. 

Later  he  became  head  of  tne  department  of  Phvsolophy 
in  Northwestern  University  at  Evenston  Illinois, 

He  was  a  brilliant  man. 

In  the  soring  of  1S0V ,  Arthur  Wellemeyer  became  the 
owner  and  called  it  the  WELLEMEYER  DEPARTMENT  8 TORE. 

He  carried-  Groceries-  Dry  Goods-  Men's  Weer- 
Funiture-  Pianos-  and  provided  Funeral  Service. 
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W  ellenieyer.  Store. 


After  twelve  years  of  business  activity,  the  old  frame 
building  with  its  seven  lean-tos  and  additions,  and  its 
poor  foundation,  was  almost  beyond  repair. 

It  wr 8  then,  in  1918,  that  he  built  a  new  two  story  brick 
store  building,  size  51  x  100  on  the  corner  lots  next 
we6t  from  the  old  ouilding.  The  business  at  that  time 
employed  ten  regular  clerks,  with  extras  on  rush  days. 

In  1930,  Wellemeyer  remodeled  the  building ,  and  divided 
the  business.  The  general  store  business  was  sold  to 
Y/alter  L  Thada,  and  the  Furniture  Department  and  the 
Funeral  Service  and  the  Upholstering  Shop,  were  retained 
by  Mr  Wellemeyer. 

Then  for  twenty  years  all  departments  of  the  store  kept 
growing.  The  Thada  Store,  no w  under  the  management  of 
Ed  Thompson  needed  more  space,  and  the  Wellemeyer  Furniture 
was  very  much  crowded.  After  much  discussion  as  to  what 
to  do,  Ed  Thompson  finally  Rolved  the  problem  by  building 
a  new  brick  store  building  on  the  Jacobs  Lots. 

Thus  in  1950,  the  Thada  Store  moved  out,  and  Wellemeyer 
used  the  additional  space  for  his  furniture,  linoleum 
and  carpet  lines. 

In  tne  fall  of  1951,  after  the  etore  had  been  remodeled 
and  redecorated,  Wellemeyer  took  in  two  partners,  and 
then  for  several  months  the  business  was  operated  by 
these  three  men:  Arthur  Wellemeyer,  Don  L  Bacon,  and 
Howard  DeMotts.  Then  DeMotts  wanted  to  fret  out,  and 
sold  his  shares  back  to  Wellemeyer. 

The  business  and  the  operation  of  the  store  was  again 
divided  three  ways  as  follows:  Don  L  Bacon  is  head  man 
in  the  Furniture  Dept. ,  Henrv  Wessels  is  in  charge  of 
the  Floor cover ing  Dept,  and  Glen  Osman,  moved  in  and 
took  over  the  Funeral  and  Ambulance  Service. 

Ethel ,Krs  Don  L  Bacon,  is  our  bookkeeper,  and 
Arthur  Welleraever  still  owns  the  building. 
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Arthur  Wellemeyer  . *.44 

Lydia  Griewe  Wellemeyer  . 44 

*  Andrew  John  . 17 

Ethel  Marie  . 16 

Clarice  Louise  . 11 

Ruth  Elizabeth  .  6 

Nora  Adeline  .  4 
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ANDHIHY  JOHN  WIlLlilCHKY ICH ,  wn»  Horn  rali.U.  IUOV. 

on  'Wild  Roee  Farm'  , Liberty  Twp. Hancock  Oo.  Iowa. 

the  first  of  five  children  born  to  Arthur  &  Lydia  Wellerneyer. 

He  crew  up  in  the  town  of  Klemme,  his  parents  having 
moved  here  when  he  was  four  months  old. 


Completed  High  School  in  Klemrae, class  of  1925. 
The  members  of  hi8  class  were: 


Andrew  Wellerneyer 
Faith  Ax 
Maurine  Hake 
Hillary  Greimann 
Leona  Lau 


Gerald  Koerner 
Adela  Schroeder 
Glenn  Busch 
Neota  Ridder 
Sylvanus  Packer 


After  High  8chool ,  at  age  18 ,  Andrew  worked  for  about 
three  years  in  the  v/ellemeyer  Deot  Store  as  manager  of 
tiie  Grocery  Department,  his  helper  was  Frank  Gibbs, 
and  these  two  young  men  did  a  good  job. 


He  saved  his  money,  and  in  Sept  1927,  enrolled  in  the 
Junior  College  at  Kansas  Oitv  Kae.  He  boarded  with 
his  Uncle  'Jeff',  and  also  worked  part  time  in  a  Shoe 
Store,  to  help  pay  expenses. 


Then  he  spent  two  year3  at  the  University  of  Chicago, 
where  ne  recieved  a  degree  from  their  'School  of 
Commerce  and  Business  Adrainstrat ion' . 


He  is  also  a  graduate  from  a  school  of  Embalming,  and 
is  licensed  to  practice  in  the  state  of  Iowa. 

(L.F.  number  2531,  date  9-3-1927) 

The  financial  depression  after  World  War  One,  was  most 
severe,  lasted  several  years,  and  almost  brought 
financial  disaster  to  the  Y/ellemever  Store. 

So  whatever  college  education,  Andrew  or  hie  four 
four  sisters  acauired,  was  paid  for  by  their  own  earnings. 
Their  Dad  was  sorry  about  this;  The  Children  overworked 
getting  their  education,  and  the  Dad  overworked  too, 
to  acrain  get  the  Store  on  a  paying  basis. 

Then  for  ten  vears,  beginning  in  about  1933,  Andrew 
worked  for  the  Lerner  Vogue  Shop,  of  Kamsas  City  Kansas, 
and  in’due  time  was  put  in  chsxge  of  'Operations' 
supervising  their  6tring  of  23  Ready-to-wear  Stores, 
scattered  over  a  half  dozen  states.  This  was  a  most 
strenuous  iob,  and  reouired  almost  continous  traveling. 
They  were  a  'Jew'  outfit  and  a  prosperous  concern. 
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In  about  1943,  Andrew  36,  went  into  the  furniture 
business,  ns  part  owner,  in  Springfield  Missouri. 

Hie  partner  Frank  Sedgwick,  acre  about  67,  owned  a 
long:  established  furniture  business,  and  it  cot  too  big 
for  him  to  handle  alone,  thus  a  corporation  was  formed 
and  Andrew  bought  one  third  of  the  common  stock  and  his 
partner  owns  two  thirds.  Later  they  established  the 
' Outlet  Furniture  Store*  in  the  same  city, 
and  Andrew  is  General  Manager  of  both  stores. 

Springfield  Mo.  is  a  City  of  more  than  80,000  people, 
and  tae  Sedgwick  Furniture  Company  lias  kept  up  with 
trie  town  in  growth,  thus  they  employ  fifty  people  or 
more  and  sell  around  a  million  dollars  worth  of 
Home  Furnishings  every  year,  and  in  1955,  at  age  48, 

Andrew  is  still  there  as  the  hard  working  manager. 

It  was  on  May  30  1937,  while  with  the  Lerner  Vogue 
Shops,  that  Andrew  John  Wellernever  age  30,  and 
Elrna  Williams  age33,  were  married  at  Dales  Texas, 

They  lived  at  San  Antonio,  and  some  other  Cities,  but 
five  vears  later,  when  he  went  into  the  furniture  business, 
they  moved  to  3oringfield  Mo.  and  still  live  there. 

From  a  previous  marriage  Fima  had  two  daughters, 

Glenna  Sue  lb,  and  Donna  Jo  7,  -  In  due  time  Andrew 
legalv  adopted  the  daughters  and  they  now  use  the 
Wellemeyer  name.  The  girls  completed  Hipn  School. 

They  have  degrees  from  a  College  at  Springfield.  And 
then  both  completed  special  training  in  X  rav  work, 
and  are  .employed  in  this  technical  work  at  a  Xaneae  City 
Hospital.  $iey  ere  a  jolly  pair  of  workers  and  make 
their  parents  ha.DDy. 

Andrew  did  a  man's  work  in  his  'teens',  thus  alwavs 
seemed  more  mature  than  other  boys  of  his  age,  Ana 
from  the  time  he  left  college,  he  has  carried  the  load 
of  two  men.  and  is  a  most  capable  man  in  his  line. 

Elma  is  an  ideal  partner  for  Andrew,  she  is  naturaly 
an  efficient  housekeeper.  Whether  the  income  is  large 
or  small  she  will  manage  and  do  it  cheerfully.  She  is 
proud  of  her  man,  and  proud  of  tneir  two  daughters, 
and  will  work  overtime,  if  need  be,  to  keep  everybody 
well  and  happy. 

They  are  a  wonderful  family  group. 
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ETLEL  MARIE  WELLEMEYER ,  was  born  December  7.  1908. 
in  our  aoot  over  the  store,  at  Kletnme  Iowa 
the  second  of  five  children  born  to 
Arthur  and  Lydia  (Griewe)  Wellernever. 


she  Graduated  from  Klernme  High  School  in  1927. 
The  following:  were  members  of  her  class: 


Ethel  Wellernever 
Asa  Arnold 
Donald  Gibbs 
Hallie  Greimann 
Myrtle  Irvine 
Gertrude  Johnson 


Kermit  Koerner 
Fern  Stille 
Luther  Tanner 
Vernon  Turgason 
Ruth  Bailey 


She  Graduated  in  1930,  from  a  two  years  course  at 
Iowa  State  Teachers  College  at  Cedar  Falls  Iowa. 


She  TAUGHT  SCHOOL  as  follows: 

Two  veers  in  rural  schools  near  home. 

Three  veers  in  Titonke,  town  school. 

Two  years  in  Buffalo  Center,  town  school. 

One  vear  as  substitute  teacher  in  Austin  Texas. 
Three  veers  in  Lake  Mills  Iowa,  town  school, 
(total  11  years  up  to  1955) 


Cn  June  4.1935,  F.thel  Marie  Wellernever  age  26,  and 
Donald  Lewis  Bacon  age  27,  were  married,  at  the  Wellernever 
residence  in  Klemme  iov?a,  by  Rev .  Fred .  . .  Or  tmeyer  ,  uncle 
of  the  bride.  Iramedietlv  oreceedinG  the  ceremony, 

Mr s.  0. L. Melcher  ,  aunt  of  the  bride  sang:  ’At  Dawnincr’ 
and  'I  Love  You  Truly'. 


Miss  Clarice  Wellerneyer  played  the  wedding  march,  and 
the  bridal  party  took  their  places  under  a  bower  of 
bridal  wreath  in  the  spacious- 1 iviing  room  where  the 
ceremony  was  read. 

The  bride  wore  a  dress  of  white  silk  net,  ankle  length, 
and  carried  a  shower  boka.  of  oink  roses  and  sweet  peas. 
She  was  attended  bv  her  sister  Nora,  who  wore  a  drees  of 
pink  silk  net,  ankle  length -i  and  a  shoulder  boka  of 
roses  and  sweet  oeas. 

The  Groom  was  attended  bv  his  brother  Louie,  both  of  the 
men  wore  dark  blue  suits  with  white  carnation  buttoniers. 
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Donald  L  Bacon,  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Iowa  Falla  Iowa, 
a  son  of  Mark  and  Mertie  Bacon,  He  graduated  from  the 
Iowa.  Falls  High  School,  and  following  that  attended 
business  college  at  Waterloo  Iowa, 

He  moved  with  his  parents  to  Titonka,  several  years  ego, 
where  the  family  operates  a  large  farm. 

Donald  and  Ethel, left  after  the  wedding  for  a  brief  trio 
to  northern  Minnesota,  after  which  they  set  uo  houskeeping 
on  a  farm  north  east  of  Titonka  Iowa. 

After  three  years  they  moved  to  a  farm  on  tne  north 
edge  of  Thompson  Iowa.  This  town  had  no  ’Milkman* 

Mr  Bacon  bought  several  Rood  cows  and  supplied  this 
town  of  700  oeople  with  bottled  milk  and  cream, 
and  built  up  a  profitable  business. 

Then  they  took  advantage  of  the  Government  ’Tennant 
Purchase  Plan’  and  purchased  a  well  improved  eighty 
acre  farm,  north  of  Lelsnd  Iowa,  which  they  sold 
after  four  years  at  a  profit. 

It  was  while  living  near  I. eland,  that  Mr  Bacon  became 
ill  with  arthritis  in  the  vertebrae  of  the  neck  and 
shoulders.  He  spent  some  time  in  the  hospital  at 
Iowa  City,  where  the  illness  was  halted  but  hie 
neck  and  shoulders  still  remain  stiff  in  places. 

Thet  fall,  1942,  they  nought  a  trailer  house  and 
moved  to  Austin  Texas  for  the  winter. 

It  was  in  1944,  that  they  sola  the  Lelsnd  farm  and 
moved  to  the  town  of  Lake  Mills  Iowa,  here  they 
purchased  a  home,  Donald  wrote  insurance  for  the 
Farm  Bureau,  and  Ethel  taught  school. 

In  August  1951, they  sold  their  house  in  Lake  Mills 
and  moved  to  Klemme  Iowa,  where  Donald  Bacon  purchased 
an  interest  in  the  long  established  Welleraeyer  Furniture 
Store,  of  which  Becon  is  president  and  manager  (1955). 

Donald  end  Ethel  Bacon  have  two  children: 

The  daughter , Joan  Paeon,  born  1936  at  Titonka 
Is  now (1955)  a  student  at  Drake  Uni.  Des  Moines  Iowa 
she  will  become  a  school  teacher. 

The  son,  Charles  Denis  Bacon,  born  Dec  1939  at  Thompson. 

Is  now  in  the  ninth  grade  Klemme  High  School. 
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CLARICE  LOUISE  WELLEMEYER,  wsa  born  December  6  -  1913* 
In  our  appt  over  the  store  at  Klemme  Iowa, 
the  third  of  five  children  bornt  to 
Arthur  and  Lydia  (Griewe)  Wellemeyer. 


Clarice  graduated  from  Klemme  High 
These  were  her  classmates  ; 

Elsina  Albers  Reva  U  Elder 

Lela  Bachman  Otho  K  Keraus 

Raymond  Barz  Allan  Klotzbach 

Lois  R  Church  Valeria  Koerner 

Jane  Dutheridge  Helen  Lemke 


School  in  1930. 

Edna  Kelson 
Wevne  Pavey 
Carrie  Swalve 
Gertie  Tramoel 
ClaTice  Wellemeyer. 


She  also  graduated  from  the  two  year  course  at  the 
Iowa  State  Teachers  College  at  Cedar  Falls  lows. 


She  TAUGHT  SCHOOL  as  follows: 

Four  years,  Hancock  Co  rural  schools. 

One  veer,  Y/ricrht  Co.  rural  school. 

Two  years  at  Ingram  Wise,  town  school. 

Two  veers  Primary  Goodell  la.  town  school 
(she  is  still  teechinff  at  Goodell) 

THE  WEDDING 

On  May  31st  1936,  Clarice  Louise  Wellemeyer  23, 
and  James  Guetai  Carlson  27,  were  married  at  the 
Klemme  Methodist  Church. 

Preceeding  the  four  oclock  ceremony,  Edward  Melcher  and 
Sheldon  Cerwineke  sang:  'I  would  that  my  love'  and 
'The  brown  bird  singing',  After  which  Mr  Melcher  sang 
two  eolos;  '^Thou  are  as  a  flower'  and  'I  love  You* 
with  Miss  Mildred  Johnson  at  the  oiano. 


The  ushers  were,  Homer  Ortmeyer  and  Clarence  Lemke. 
Brides  maid  Ruth  Wellemeyer,  Best  man  Robert  Carlson. 

The  bride  wee  beautifully  attired  in  e  white  satin  dress 
with  a  long  train  and  wore  a  long  white  lace  veil. 

She  carried  a  boka  of  Calls  Lillies. 

Miss  Ruth  Wellemeyer  wore  a  yellow  mousel ine-de-so ie 
drees  and  a  shoulder  boka. 

The  front  of  the  church  was  decorated  with  bridle  wreath 
and  iris,  and  candles  lighter  the  altar  end  choir  loft, 
snd  were  lighted  by  Miss  Nora  Wellemeyer  who  wore  oink. 


A  five  oclock  dinner  to  sixty  guest6,  and  then  the 
newly-w$dg  left  in  an  automobile  on  a  brief  trio. 
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They  started  farming  near*  Ingram  Wisconsin,  and  after 
about  fifteen  veers  ,  purchased  p  farm  in  Avery  Twp , 
Hancock  Countv  Iowa  (1951),  where  thev  still  reside. 

The  familv  consists  of  two  heelthv  children; 

Arthur  James  Carlson,  born  Nov. 16. 1939  -  Klemme  Iowa. 
Candace  Louise  Carlson,  born  June  30.1942-  Ingram  Wise. 

(From  the  Klemme  Times,  Auc  28,  1944) 

WISCONSIN  SONG  BIRD. 

Arthur  Carlson,  eon  of  James  and  Clarice 
Carlson,  seems  to  have  a  natural  ability  to  sine:.  At  the 
acre  of  three  veare,  he  sane*  'White  Christmas'  at  a 
school  program. 

At  as re  four,  he  won  in  an  amatuer  contest  at  the 
Ladysmith  Wise  Country  Club. 

A  few  weeks  later  at  the  Countv  Fair,  he  took  hie 
blaoe  on  the  stage  with  professional  performers, 
and  'Stole  the  Show'  in  his  own  wav  and  with  his  own 
version  of  'God  Bless  America',  'Victory  Polka',  and 
'In  Dre  Fuehers  Face'. 

His  numbers  were  po  popular,  and  the  aoolause  so  great, 
that  the  Fair  Officials  had  him  appear  again  the  next 
night  when  he  sang: 'I'm  a  Yankee  noodle  Dandv'  ,  and 
then  in  the  embrace  of  one  of  the  Chorus  girls, 

Arthur  sane: 'Put  vour  arms  around  me  Honey' 

And  then  signed  off,  when  he  dedicated  his  last  number 
to  all  the  *bov8  in  the  service,  including  his  uncle 
Bob  Carlson  bv  singing:  'Say  A  Prever  for  the  Boys 
Over  There',  (end  of  ouote) 

He  was  preschool  age,  when  all  this  happened,  he  could 
not  read,  but  could  remember  the  words  and  the  tune 
of  any  song  he  ever  heard. 

Todav,  ace  16,  he  sings  in  the  church  choir,  and  olavs 
trombone  in  the  Klemme  High  School  Band. 

Candace  Louise  Carlson,  is  a  bright  and  healthy 
Young  Ladv ,  Plays  in  the  Band,  has  good  grades 
in  school  etc.  but  she  does  not  crave  the  'Lime  Light* 
has  a  more  practical  out  look  on  life,  and  is  a 
good  helper  in  the  home. 
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GUSTAF  HJAUlAR  CARLSON ,  the  father  of  James  G  Carlson, 
was  born  Oct. 31, 1870 ,  in  Vaeervik  8weden.  He  was  the  son 
of  Karl  G.  Karlson  and  Igna  Pearson,  He  had  three  brothers 
and  two  sisters. 

On  Feb, 24.  1897.  Gustaf, H. Carlson  age  27,  married 

Jane  Ann  Cherry  of  Seatonville  Illinois. 

they  became  the  parents  of  seven  daughters  and  two  sons. 

In  1904,  Gustaf  and  Jane  Carlson  and  their  family  of  three 
daughters,  moved  to  the  Klenme  Community,  and  operated  the 
1  Cherry  Farm'  in  Avery  Township  for  sixteen  years. 

In  1920,  the  family  moved  to  RUSH  Countv  Wisconsin, 
where  he  develooed  a  farmstead,  in  this  rough  ’out-over' 
country,  And  after  twenty-onr  years,  he  put  a  renter  on 
tne  farm,  and  moved  in  retirement  to  the  nearbv  town 
of  Ingram  Wise. 

Gustaf *H. Carlson  died  April  16.  1954,  acre  83, burial  at 
Ingram  Wise.  He  is  survived  by  ,  his  wife,  nine  children, 
29  grandchildren  and  9  great  grandchildren. 

These  axe  hi6  children: 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


Manilla  - 


Mrs  Weaver  Williams 
Sue sex  Wise. 

Mrs  Howard  Wilson 
Ingram  Wise. 

Mrs  Clarence  Bredlow 
Rockwell  Iowa. 

Mrs  Reeve  Ellison 
Bruce  Wise. 

Mrs  Walter  Gustafson 
Glen  Flora  Wise. 

Mrs  Marvin  Nelson 
Ladysmith  Wise. 

Mr 6  Fred. Quandt 
Milwaukee  Wise. 

James  G  Carlson  -  Klernme  Iowa. 
Robert  Carlson  -  Dousman  Wise. 


Alva  - 
Annabelle- 
Flor  enoe  - 
Melba  -  - 

Edith  - 

Mabel  - 
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RUTH  ELIZABETH  WELLEUEYER ,  nap  born  February  7-1918 
in  our  new  residence  at  Klemme  Iowa, 
the  fourth  of  five  children  born  to 
Arthur  and  Lvdia(Gr iewe)  Wellemever. 


She  was  a  eTaduate  of  Klemme  Hiph  School  class  of  1935. 
Her  Claes  mates  listed  below: 


Ruth  Wellemever 
Bonnie  Bachman 
Franklin  Buseraan 
Loren  Gast 
Lida  GRiffen 
FlmeT  Jensen 
Bessie  Larsen 
Vella  Paul 
Bonnie  Schaefer 


Melvin  8chlei 
Homer  Schoenwetter 
Alica  Schubert 
Lucile  Stille 
Georpe  Stokesbarv 
Anna  Tanner 
Jeanne  Thada 
Esther  Traraole 
Ruby  Wille 


Ruth  Wellemever  then  attended  the  Iowa  State  Teachers 
Collecre  at  Cedar  Falls  for  two  years. 

SH^  TAUGHT  SCHOOL  - 

Three  years  rural  in  Oerro  Gordo  County,  east  of  Klemme. 
Two  years  in  Ti tonka  Iowa,  town  school 
One  year  in  Nashua  Iowa,  town  school 
One  year  rural  near  their  farm  home. 

Thev  were  married  Feb  22  1943. 

Burton  ape23 ,  Ruth  age  25,  (see  write  up) 

And  have  now  lived  on  this  same  farm 
for  twelve  y,ears  (1955) 

Thev  have  three  children: 

Linda  Ruth  Hanson  -  -  born  Nov  26  -  1945. 

Bruce  Julius  Henson  -  born  May  5  -  1950 

Martha  Louise  Hanson-  born  Nov  7  -  1954. 


LINEA  RUTH  HANSON,  was  alerpic  to  certain  pollens, 
end  would  break  out  with  a  painful  rash  in  the  fall, 
when  the  corn  started  to  tassel  and  the  rap  weed 
was  in  bloom. 


Thus  ,  Mrs  Ruth  Hanson  and  the  children  would  rent 
a  cabin  near  'TWO  HARBORS'  Minn.  on  the  north  shore 
of  lake  euoerior,  and  live  there  untill  the  first 
killing;  frost  hit  Iowa,  Mavbe  Soot  10  or  15th, 

Thev  did  this  for  three  or  four  seasons 
and  then!  Linda  out  grew  the  malady. 
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Burton.  /?.  H 


an  sort. 


(From  Klemme  Times  Feb  22-  1943) 

Pictured  above  are  MR  and  MRS  BURTON. A. HANSON ,  and 
their  attendants  after  nuptial  vows  had  been  exchanged 
at  the  Welleraeyer  residence  Monday  evening,  Feb. 22. 1943. 

From  left  to  right  are:  Andrew  0  Hanson  of  Titonka  Iowa, 
best  men;  Mr  Burton  A  Hanson  of  Wesley  Iowa; 

Mr 8  Burton  Henson .who  was  Miss  Ruth  Wellemeyer  before 
her  marriage:  Mrs  Donald  L  Bacon,  of  Thompson  Iowa, 
who  acted  as  her  sisters  matron  of  honor. 

Rev. H.E. Harvey  ,  pastor  of  the  Klemme  Methodist  Church, 
officiated.  Miss  Julia  Hanson  and  Miss  Lillie  Hanson, 
of  Waterloo , sisters  of  the  groom  sang;  nI  Love  You  Truly" 
and  " BEcause" .  Mrs  James  G  Carlson  of  Glen  Flora  Wise, 
sister  of  the  bride  presided  at  the  piano. 

After  the  wedding,  ’’Twenty- seven  guests  were  seated 
at  a  long  table  decorated  with  candles,  daffodils,  and 
a  wedding  cake  baked  bv  Mrs  John  Waddinghera,  and  partook 
of  a  good  substantial  chicken  dinner. 

The  meal  was  served  bv  the  following  friends  of  the  bride 
Vies  Novella  Bredbenner,  teacher  at  Allison  Iowa; 

Miss  Zelda  Keidel,  end  Miss  Isabelle  Miller,  teachers 
at  Titonka  Iowa. 

The  bride,  a  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Arthur  Wellemeyer, 
was  born  in  Klemme  Iowa;  Is  a  graduate  of  tne  Klemme 
High  School;  Is  a  graduate  of  tne  Iowa  State  Teachers 
College  at  Cedar  Falls  Iowa;  She  taught  in  the  rural 
Schools  of^Cerro  Gordo  Countv  three  years;  In  the 
Titonka  lows  Consolidated  schools  two  veers;  and  this 
year  she  was  teaching  second  grade  in  the  Nashua  Iowa 
School . 

The  groom,  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Julius  Hanson,  was 
born  and  raised  on  a  farm  north  of  Weelev  Iowa; 
and  is  now  in  partnership  with  his  father,  operating 
their  two  farms.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Titonka  High  School. 

The  Newly-weds  left  late  raondav  night  for  their  farm 
home,  six  miles  north  of  Weslev,  where  they  had  remodeled 
and  furnished  the  new  home  readv  to  move  in. 


(end  of  Quote) 
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NORA  ADELINE  '.VELLEMEYER  ,was  born  Mav  31  -1920, 
in  our  new  residence  at  Klemme  Iowa, 
the  voun^est  of  five  cnildren  born  to 
Arthur  and  Lyd ia (Gr iewe)  Wellemever. 

Nora  is  a  graduate  of  the  Klemme  Hich  School  -  1937. 
her  classmates  listed  below: 


Nora  Welleraever 
Harold  Abele 
Dorothv  Greimsnn 
Theodore  Kaduce 
Raymond  Keeper 
Arlene  Kraus 
Emily  Paul 

Then  ehe  attended  Teacher 

and  Graduated  from  the  tw 


Earl  Reitz 
Paul  Lb.u 
Billie  Lemke 
Velda  Schaefer 
Wilma  Swalve 
Mariorie  Wicks 
Carmen  Kluckhohn 

College  at  Cedar  Falls  Iowa 

vesr  course  in  1941. 


In  August  1953,  she  recieved  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science  from  the  Miami  University  of  Oxford  Ohio. 


SHE  TAUGHT  SCHOOL  - 

Two  veers  in  tne  rural  schools  of  Hancock  County. 

One  year  in  the  Laurens  Iowa  Consolidated  School-  4th  erade. 
One  year  at  Vinton  Iowa  -  4th  g-rsde. 

Five  vear6  -  Davton  Ohio  5th  erade,  self  contained  room. 

One  vear  -  Davton  Ohio, 5&6th , Departmental ,  History  &  Math. 
Three  years  -  Davton  Ohio,  6th , Departmental , Hist . Math ,  Phv.Ed. 
One  vear  -  Davton  Ohio,  3rd  thru  6th,  Art  Instructor. 

( I 8  still  teaching  in  1955) 

On  June  18th  1942,  Nora  Adeline  Wellemeyer  age  22,  £nd 
Richard  Arlo  Wohler  a^e  26,  were  married  in  the 
Trinity  Methodist  Church  at  El  Paso  Texas, 
by  the  Rev.  Flovd  A.  Boulware. 

Nora  and  Richard  Mohler 

are  the  parents  of  two  children: - 

Gavlord  Dick  -  Eorn  March  5th  1949. 

Jovlvnn  Denise  PornNov  34th  1954. 
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Richard,  /}.  Kohler. 


RICHARD  ARLO  MOHLER,  was  born  February  5,  1916, 
on  a  farm  near  Racine , Olmsted  County,  Minnesota. 

His  Father 

E.  LYNN.  MOHLER  -  --VLevi  Mohler  -  1952  Ohio,  1928  Toledo  If 
Toledo  Iowa.  [jjibbie  Araidon-1953  -  -  -  1922 

His  Mother 

EDNA  BELLE  ALDRICH - / Wra. P. Aldrich  -1864  Ohio,  1942  Toledo  I? 

Toledo  Iowa.  ^Lillian  Mae  Foster, 1867  Wiso.  1954 

Toledo  I? 

Richard  Mohler  has  three  brothere  and  four  sisters. 

RICHARD  spent  hie  childhood  days  near  Hudson  Iowa; 
here  he  graduated  from  High  School  in  1935,  age  17. 

Then  he  continued  li is  etucies  at  Northwestern  Bible 
School,  Mineapolis  -  Bachelor  of  Theology  -  1937. 

In  1938  &  39,  he  attended  Westmax  College  at  LeWars  Iowa, 
recieved  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  also  did 
student  preaching  at  Seney  Iowa, near  by. 

Then,  while  working  nights  on  a  defence  job  in  Waterloo, 
he  attended  Teachers  College  at  Cedar  Falls  Iowa. 

Since  living  in  Davton  Ohio  these  past  twelve  years, 
he  has  continued  hie  studies,  part  time,  and  recieved 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Education,  and  is  now  working 
tward  his  ‘Doctorate' 

The  Richard  A  Mohler  family  live  at  2542  North  Gettysburg 
Avenue,  Dayton  Ohio  -  since  Jan. 1.1943  -  12  years. 

Richard  has  been  employed  mostly  as  High  School  Teacher 
and  Athletic  Coach. 

Nora  has  been  teaching  in  Grade  Schools,  also  doing 
secretarial  work  in  a  hospital,  and  of course  tak6k~ 
time  out  now  and  then  to  have  a  baby. 

( they  hire  a  housekeeper) 

Richard  is  a  natural  mechanic,  and  almost  too  energetic 
for  his  own  good.  During  tneir  stay  in  Dayton,  they  have 
built  seven  new  houses.  They  do  the  construction  work 
themselves,  evenings  from  4  to  9,  and  on  Saturdays  and 
during  vacation.  Also  use  some  school  boy  help. 
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Herewith  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  relatives 
whom  we  contacted  during  the  preperation  of  this 
'Family  Record'  -  There  are  many  more. 


1  -  Mrs  Sarah  Wellemeyer 

or  son,  Howard  Wellemeyer 
Earlville  Iowa,  R.2. 

2  -  Mrs  Myrtle  Wellemeyer 

her  dau.  Ruth  Burke 
bx.361,  Patterson  Calif. 

3  -  Mrs  Frank  DeLuca 

3215  Netuerland  Ave 
New  York, 63,  N.Y. 

4  -  J. F. Wellemeyer 

Catherine  Farley 
El  eanor  Farley 
1504  Tauromee  Ave 
Kansas  City,  Kansas. 

5  -  Hulda. W. Merten 

Rx  18,  Guthrie  Okla. 

6  -  Robert. E. Merten 

c/o  Boeing  Aircraft  Co 
Wichita  Kansas 

7  -  Mr 8  Dale  Clark 

15  Fairfield  Rd. 

Avondale  Estates,  Georgia 

8  -  Mr 8  Ruth  Melcher 

Mrs.  J.D.Folck 
137  So  Meadow  Rd. 

West  Covina  Calif. 

9  -  Ed.Melofcer 

15980 ,E , Double  grove  8tr. 
Puente,  California. 

10  -  Chester. C. Minden 

524,  11th  ave  south  ext 
Nampa,  Idaho. 

11  -  Mabel  Mitzimberg 

R.l.Box  95  AAA 
Clarkston  Washington. 

12  -  Anne  Hedges  White 

3424  Soring  8tr. 

Redwood  City  Calif. 

13  -  Bill. M. Hedges 

5736  -  North  Atlantic 
Spgkane.  Washington. 

Vi  * 


14  -Mrs. A. A. Seger sten 

917,  13th  str. 

Salem  Oregon. 

15  -Mrs  Charles  Minden 

1519  -  17th  Str. 

Lewiston,  Idaho. 

• 

16  -Nellie  Combe  Minden 

c/o  Roscoe  Minden 
Spokane  Washington 

17  -Albert. A. Minden 

Mosee  Lake,  Washington 

18  -William  Wesley  Minden 

Princeton,  Idaho. 

19  -Mrs. Ed. White 

2045  Gordon  Ave 
Menlo  Park,  California. 

20  -Mrs. Harry. W.Hinmann 

14865  Warwick  Rd. 
Detroit ,23 , Michigan. 

t 

21  -Mahlon. J. Neumann 

•  321  -  4th,  ave. 

Twin  Falls,  Idaho. 

22  -Cecil  Neumann 

Wymore  Nebr. 

23  -Mr s. David .M. Ausmus 

Mayfield,  Kentucky. 

24  -Warren. R, Neumann 

317  -South  7th  Ave. 
LaGrange,  Illinois 

25  -Mrs. A. Viola. Bickel . 

433  -East  Van  Buren 
Washington  Iowa. 

26  —Mr  8 . Stanley • F .Horr • 

524  8.  Elsie 
Davenport  Iowa. 

27  -Elmer .H. Wellemeyer 

Hopewell,  New  Jersey. 

28  -Raymond. C.Addicks 

Webster  Grove,  Missouri 


♦  »  tFf  ?  '  '•s»V  Is  !  •  o  {  t,  o 


.  t  sP.  rrV:  -  2131 

D,  •  'i  oO  *  I®#- 

».  t  •.  3 Da  or  .  \  v 

f  'ball  v^la?v  i*rll  i- 
•  t.  Jilt  I  f  :i:  fc  j.  *'  ' 


1  '  Y  3 1  Ci  J  V  V  '■  H 

A  .V  - 

evA  aamciimT 


avA  Ac  otoT 

. n-HS. i:  >£Mt  X  £<  It  ■  . 
,  j  j  ^  • 


V  .  .  -  ,  .  1  i  ■:  • 

i  r.  Inal:  ,  .f  5  *  .  M 

Ilf  SfnwaK .  K  *  re  •  tyW~ 

•  »vA  ril  > 

•  It  7k>XH.  tloAT.,  Vs  2S 

iib  r .  •  -  '  lr  r 

,  /.  Ol  r  ;  t  '  *■•  sW 


.  "'To  K 1  fi cs 1 8  .  a  i  -  ?  < ‘ 

,  rol  JtOQnavaC 

•  X  >t  idL  v.  f?(4  « J’ 

in/oaaJtH  tavOT0  isJao'aW 


a*  al  i  *  1  *  3  ) 

■  r  tL  a  •  a  rflfl  #  >;.d 

3i3iiai.txj.tU  £®da*i 

aaa  qi;  O'  r 

■'  rroAeaxaX! 

' -O  y>  *0  bco'ib©  1 

af^beH.M.ma  - 
oilnalJA  rfJiott  -  3p?3 


a 


/?« 


Rol/.  Axil. 

29  -  Leonard. R. Wellemeyer 

427  South  First  Str. 
Lompoc,  California. 

30  -  Lyell. E. Wellemeyer 

3624  Delvern  Rd. 
Baltimore  Maryland. 

31  -  Mahlon. A. Wellemeyer 

1508  North  Wash  Str. 
Baltimore ,Maryland. 

32  -  Roland  Welleraever 

5620  Thomas  Ave  South 
Minneapolis  10  Minn. 

33  -  Mrs. John. H. Wellemeyer 

4123  Upton  Ave  North 
Minneapolis  12  Minn. 

34  -  Wilbur. M.Wellemayer 

411  Chester  Pike 
Sharon  Hill,  Penn. 

35  -  Mr 8 •  A •  R .  Da v i 8 

2900^  1 8 1  str  north 
St,Pe±er8on  Florida 
or  St.Loui8  Park 
Minneapolis  Minn. 

36  -  Mrs  Bertha  Wellemeyer 

849  So. Fern  Str. 
Wichita  Kansas. 

37  -  Herbert. A. Wellemeyer 

477  Carlos  Ave 
Redwood  City  Calif. 

38  -  Lawrence. J. Wellemeyer 

1211  Berkley 
Wichita  Kansas. 

39  -  Andrew. J. Wellemeyer 

2471  Sheridan  Blvd. 
8pringfield  Missouri. 

40  -  Mrs. Ethel  Bacon 

Klemme  Iowa. 

41  -  Mr 8  Clarice  Carlson 

Klemme  Iowa,  R.L. 

42  -  Mrs1  Ruth  Hanson 

Weslev  Iowa.  R.3. 


I  is  s'. 


43  -Mrs  Nora  Mohler 

2542  N. Gettysburg  Ave. 

Davton  6  Ohio. 

44  -  William, E. Winter 

1252  Coolidge  Ave 
San  Jose  California 

45  -  Miss  May. I. Winter 

Bx.360,  547  Chapman  way 
Santa  Clara  California 

46  -  To  any  one  of  the  family  of 

Dr .Wra. A. Wellemeyer 
Vassar  Michigan. 

47  -  Henry  Wellemeyer 

(Wells  St.  Wellemeyer  , Tailor s) 
Cambridge  Ave 
Dayton  Ohio. 

48  -  David  Julius  McNeelv 

512  -15th  str  N.E. 

Canton  4  Ohio 

49  -  John. M. Black 

Oregon  Wisoonsin. 

50  -  Mrs. John. E. Clifton 

Earlville  Iowa. 

51  -  Mr 8  Gene  GUetzke 

Esrlville  Iowa. 

52  -  Mr 8  Norman. C. Carpenter 

316  Maryland  Ave 
Peoria  Illinois. 

53  -  Henry. A. Bergman 

Earlville  Iowa. 

54  -  Ed. Irmscher 

Earlville  Iowa. 

55  -  Neil.G.Holscher 

Omaha  Nebr. 

56  -  David  Irmscher 

Delhi  Iowa 

57  -  Harvey  Irmscher 

Delhi  Iowa. 
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58  -Mrs.R. C.Muench 

429. E. Evans  Str. 
Bainbridge  Georgia 

59  -George  Irmscher  jr. 

North  English  Iowa 

60  -Gertrude  Wildebour 

Knoxville  Iowa 

61  -Irving. N. Klaus 

62  -Julia. E.Klaus 

930. E. 3rd. Str . 

Redf ield. So. Dak . 

63  -Mrs. Luella. Klaus . 

c/o  Community  Hospital 
Manchester  Iowa 
or  ,Edgewood  Iowa. 

64  -  Mrs  Albert  Mooedorf 

6861  Morrison  Hoad 
Denver  Colorado 

65  -Armin.V. Klaus 

97  Dewev  Ave. 
Washington  Penn. 

66  -Merten. J. Klaus 

Charles  City  Iowa. 

67  -Mi88  Clara  Klaus 

Home  Address 
Charles  City  Iowa 

68  -Carl  Klaus 

410  Victoria  Court 
Sioux  titv  Iowa. 

69  —Mr 8  Roy (Lillyan)  Klaus 
&  son, John  Wesley  Klaus 
(Str  T)Chicago  Ill. 

70  -Mtb  Nor  ton. J. Klaus 

1499,, West. 3rd. Str. 
Dubu.au e  Iowa 

71  -Mrs  He-rman  Meyer 

1499. West. 3rd. Str. 


-  1^5 

72  -Mrs  Cleon. R. Puff 

Manchester  Iowa  R.4. 

73  - James. W. Klaus 

Earlville  Iowa. 

74  -Clair  Monroe  Klaus 

o/o  Veterns  Hospital 
Knoxville  Iowa. 

75  -Kenneth. R. Klaus 

3100  Magor  Ave 
Minneapolis  Minn. 

76  -Ruth.M.Klaue 

Earlville  Iowa. 

77  -Paul  Klaus 

o/o  Manchester  Press 
Manchester  Iowa 

78  —Mr 8  Mason  Lowe 

looo5  Lorain  Ave 
Silver  Springs  Maryland 

79  -Mrs. Myron. B.Eighmey 

215,  So. 11th.  Str. 
Clinton  Iowa 

80  -Mr 8  John  Franklin 

116  -  10th  Ave. 

Charles  City  Iowa 

81  —Mr 8  Roger  Stacy 

916  Grace  Str. 

Chicago  Ill. 

82  -J. Austin. Slick 

Earlville  Iowa 

83  -Mrs. Joseph. A. Klauo 

Earlville  Iowa  R, 2. 

84  -Mrs. John. F. Merten 

Oolesburg  Iowa 

85  -Harvey. E. Merten 

Earlville  Iowa. 
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